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CHAT 1 


How Hercules fought againſt three Lions, inthe Forreſt of Nes 
mee : and how he flew them, and took their Skins. 


N the firſt Book is begun the Deeds of the pulllant 
=& GOyant Hercules: how he firſt deſtroyed the City of 
Troy, and vanquiſhed the King Laomedon, after 

Z which Conqueſt, he returned into Greece, where he 
remained a certain ſpace of time, without doing any 
thing that is found in Piſtozy. In which ſpace Juno (bearing 
inward malice againſt him) bethought how the might wozk his 
downfall. And hearing that intothe Fozreſt of Nemee werecome 
Lions, among other, one ſirteen foot high, that deſtroyed all the 
Countrey : She thought by theſe Lions to bzing her purpoſe 
about. And having Mar with Euriſteus, ſhe concluded a peace 
only to be acquainted with Hercules, and ſent fo2 him into 
Creet, to confirm it. Euriſteus fulfilled her deſire , and b2ought 
Hercules with him, The * was made, Juno acqusinting 
2 her 
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her with Hercules, they came to ſpeak of the Lions of the Foz. 
reſt of Nemee. And ſo much ſpake Juno, that ſhe ſaid to Her- 
cules, it were an ad would gain him Honour to go to the Foz, 
reſt of Nemee, and conquer thoſe Lions, Hercules thinking [uno 
counſclled him to aſſail the Lions foz his honour & p2ofit, he en- 
terpꝛized to go into the Fozreſt. Juno required him, that when 
he had vanquiſhed the Lions, he would return unto her. Hercu. 
Is pzomilcd her that he would. After that he daparted from 
C:eet, and went into Thebes to ſœ Megara, and to make his 
Þazneſs and Arms ready, When the Ladiesof Thebes knew 
that He; cules would go againſt the Lions of Nemee, they all 
complained of his pouth and thought that he would dye there, 
fo the Lions were cruel and terrible. Megara above all other 
was paſſing ſozrowful, and required the Ladies, that they wow 
pay turifteus, to keep Hercules from going ſo dangerous a voyage. 
the Ladies accomplithed the requeſts of Megara, and thought to 
have bꝛoken the vopage of Hercules, by the means of Euriſteus, 
but they couldin no wile ; Foz Hercules anſwered Eurifteus, and 
the Ladies, that it was the firſt cnterp2ize he had ta"enin hand 
at the requeſt of any body, and faz as much as the Queen uno 
had deſired him to do it, he had intent to accompliſh it by the 
pleaſure of God aud Foztune; | 
Hercules was great both of heart and courage, being cralted 
with hoaour, he had rather have died, than have done any thing 
whereof ſhould follow. any diſhonouc. When his Arms were 
ready, he armed him. Taking leave of King Creon, Euriſteus, 
Amphitrion, of theLadies and Gentlewomen, accompanied on- 
ly with Philotes, which would never leave him. Me departed 
from Thebes, pzocceding in his journey, that he came unto the 
Fo:reft of Nemee, which Good not far from Argos Jn appꝛoach⸗ 
ing this Foreſt, he went two days without finding Beaſtg 02 
Wen, at laſt found a' Paſtoz o; Verdſman named Melorcus. 
This Yerdſman was mounted upon a gecat Tree. When he 
ſaw Hercules entres into the Mood, he called to him, ſaving: 
Sir, pou are dead, if you go any further, return quickly, foz 
the fierce Lions will deſtroy pon: oz elſe come hither up to me. 
Hercules hearing the wozds of Mclorcus, lo. edi pan the Tre, 
ard 
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and demanded what he was ? Alas ſaid che Paſtoz, Jam the 
poozeſt man of all other, the Lions of the Fozreit, at their com- 
ing have eaten a great Herd of Beaſts that J nouriſhed here: 
befides they have eaten all my Family and men, and have de⸗ 
boured all ſave me alone, which have by adventure, a great 
white ſaved my ſelf upon this Tree, where J eat nothing elſe but 
Leaves and Acozns, and dare not deſcend down fo? fear of th:ee 
Lions which are here by, who will ſoon aCail you unleſs pou de⸗ 
part and flee. 

The Paſtoz finiſh ing his wozds, there came leaping out of a 
Buh the thꝛee Lions, and marched againſt Hercules, roaring and 
crying, opening their eyes with ſo great rage, as if they would 
pterce tlercules with their ſight. The great Lion came firft, 
his hair ſtanding up, he was as high as an Elephant, and great 
after that p2opoztion, his head was twice as big as the head of a 
Bull. Hercules ſ&ing them come, took his Swoꝛd and Club that 
Philotes boze, Philotes, notwithſtanding his p:owels, was ſoze 
afraid, that he went on the Tree to the Herdſman. Hercules 
ſet his Club to the Tree, and betook him to his Swoꝛd: the Li- 
ons at the appꝛoach bꝛaped in their thzoats, Hercules ruck one 
of them between the cycs, and fel'd him to the earth upon his 
buttocks. The great Lion thinking to have ſpzung upon Her- 
cules, and to have taken him in his Claws, made a terrible leap. 
When Hercule ſaw his intent, he turned from him, and ſtruck 
at the third Lion, which was light and nimble, and ſtruck his 
Swonꝛd right into his throat, that he reacht his heart, whatſo- 
ever reſiſtance he could make in biting the Swozd, andleft it in 
his body in ſuch wiſe, that he fell dead ts the earth. Mhen the 
other Lions ſaw their fellow ſo uſed, they ſet their Claws on the 
earth, and howled cruelly, that it ſeemed Thunder had ſpꝛang out 
of their ſtomachs. AR the Foreſt ſounded thereof. Hercules took 
his Swo2d, and the two Lions appzoaching again, ran upon 
him with their Paws, hurting him unmeaſurab'y, that lofing 
his Armour, their Nails entring into his ficth, thep.drew them 
out all died with his blood, 

Hercules had his heart ſoꝛe troubled, when he felt his wounds 
that the Lions had made: then he lificd up his Swoꝛd, X. — 

mote 
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\mote one another, but the great Lion had his Skin ſo hard, 
that his Swoꝛd might nomoze enter therein, than it might on 
a great Rock, Thus began the battel of the Lions and Hers 
cules, The little Lion was eager and flerce, he lanching him 
fo:th oftentimes again( Hercules, alwaies thought to have hurt 
him with his Claws, that cut like a Razor : but he lanched ſo 
often, that it was to his diſadvantage, foꝛ Hercules after many 
great ſtrokes, divided from the body, his right leg, very nigh 
the ſhoulder, and ſtrukt him down by the feet of the other Lion 
that lay dead. 

When Hercules ſaw that he wag delivered of the two evil 
Beaſts, and that he had to do with no mge but the great Lion, 
he began to have an hope of god foztune, He had then comfoze 
in himſelf of the battel which was Crong ts ſuſtain: the great 
Lion gave him great ſtrokes with his Paws, and put him oft- 
times in peril of death: but the Swoꝛd of Hercules would nes 
ver enter into the Skin of the Beaſt, it was ſo Hard. The Lion 
took his Swoꝛd between his teeth and his nails, that with great 
pain he pulled it from him, Finally, when he had long fought 
with his Swoꝛd, and knew well that thereby he might raiſe no 
blodofthe Lion, he would aſap if the Club were to him moze 
p:ofitable, Than he took it, and the firſt time that the Lion 
came upon him, he gave him a ſtroke with His Club on his 
mouth, that all the teeth bꝛake and fell out befoze him. The 
Lion feeling the ſtroße made a great and marvellous howling, 
andlifting up his Paws, thought to have pulled down Hercules, 
But he fledthe coming of the Lion and the Lion fell to the 
ground, with flerceneſs of running, and failing of Hercules. 
When Hercules ſaw that he was fallen, he leaped upon him 
fo:thwith eagerlp, and held him with his hands about the throat 
ſo faſt, that he bꝛought his Jaws out of joynt, and making his 
epes fly out of his head, he flew him. 

In this Exploit i{ercules hewed a fingular hardineſs, and 
incredible f51ce : fo: he ſtrangled with his hands a Lion, with 
tue skin ſo hard, that Spears no2 Swrods might not do any 
harm, he put him to death by wondcrfull valour: and when he 
had ſo done, he went to the other that lived pet, and all bꝛoke 
and 
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and toe Him, ag it it had been a little Lamb. After he hedcaled 
Philotes tu him, and the Yerdſman, that were marvellous 
joptul and glad ot ſo high a vidory. And Hercules foundthe 
manner how to lea che Lions, and took t heir gking by the help 
of the Herdſman. When they had fleaed them it was night, 
Hercules demanded of the Yerdſman, if there were any houſe 
02 lodging thereby, where he might have accommodations; The 
Pervſman bꝛought him to his houſe , where they found pꝛo⸗ 
villon of Seat and Dꝛink, wherewith the good man feaſted Ver- 
cules to his power, and he thought he was in Paradiſe. Thus 
Hercules paſſed the day and night, and fozgot not to think 
on his wounds that were fell and ſmarted, ſo that he little flept 
that night. Pet notwithſtanding when the dap appeared, he 
took leave of the Yerdſman, and ſo departed, and took his jour- 
nep to go into Creet to ſhew unto Jun > the thzee Lions gkins, 
and thank her fo2 her good advertiſement. 


CHAP II 
How Juno ſent Yercules- into Egypt, to be (lain of the Tyrart 
Buſire, and how Yercules- flew the Tyrant, aginſt the hope 
and will of Juno. 


K about this time reigned in Egypt King Buſire, Son 
| of the Queen of Lyb a : andthe Land of Egypt was dry, 
not fertile, but barren. Buſire, to remedy this, called his Clerks, 
that held the Science of Zoroaftes, and asked of them what he 
might do foz the health of his Realm ; They asked counſel of 
the Gods; and had anſwer, that they muſt ſacrifice unto them 
mans blood. When Buſire (that naturally was evil, and hadne-- 
ver done good ) heard this anſwer, he begun to tryannize moze 
and moze. And began firſt with his people, taking and plucking 
from the mothers, their little Childzen, from Pen their Wives, 
from Wives their Busbands, burning and de ling the Temples 
with their blood. Foz all theſe Pomicides and Slaughters, the 
Dꝛought ceaſed not, ut augmented moze. The Clerks demand⸗ 
ed of the Gods the cauſe why they had no dews no! rain? They 
anſwered, that they would not have the juft bi:od of Egypt, — 
the. 
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the ſtrange blood that they ſhould ta c aun [5:1 fice thereof. The 
Gods by this anſwer, would have in lacrib cee blood of U uſire, 
fo: he was a {ranger to virtue and goodnels. And the Cleris 
under00d they would have the blood of irangers, Buſirc advers 
tiſed of this anſwer, ceaſed to perſetute the blood of k gypt, and 
turned his Swozd upon the blood of ſtrangers, and made an 
E dia, that no ranger ſhould enter into his City, but ſhould be 
ſacrificed unto his Gods: in this manner he murthered all the 
ſtrangers he could get. By this Tbict many ſtrangers, both No- 
bles and others, were ſacrificed, by the cruelty of Buſire. Among 
others, one Nobleman of Cre. t (ot the Linage of Juno) periſhed 
in this migkoztune, by the Swoꝛd of Buſire, The tidings came 
unto Creet, where was made great tamentation As they con- 
tinued their mourning , Hercules and Philotes came to Queen 
Juno, and found her overcharged with exceeding grief. At that 
time were an hundꝛed Cities in Creet, and King Jupiter abſented 
himſelfk from Juno foz many reaſons. When as Hercules wag 
returned to his Step-mother Juno, he reverenced her, chewing 
her the Skins of the Lions that he hadflain, and thanked her foz 
the high adventure ſhe admoniſhed him ok. 

Thecurſcd Step- mother foꝛ the return of Hercules, was moze 
perplexed than befoze : pet ſhe feaſted Hercules and made to him 
( faintly ) the greateſt Chear that ſhe could, being about Dinners 
time, ſhe made him to dine with her. As they ſate at Dinner ( af- 
ter divers ſpeeches of the Lions ) ſhe advifed how ſhe might wozk 
the death of Hercules and thought ſhe could not compaſs it bet⸗ 
ter, than to ſend him to Egypt And to bzing it to paſs, the 
changed the diſcourſe of the Lions and aid to Hercules, pour 
coming again inſafety, is to me moſt jopful, fo2 that your name 
ſhall en op perpetual Renown among the moſt Morthy and beit 
of the wozlo, fo2 pou have atcheived many Enterprizes: In your 
Infancy you made all the Mozld to wonder at the victory of che 
Serpents by you ſtrangled, Afcer you made pour (wo2d to flou⸗ 
riſh in the weg parts of Phrygia, and now in Nemee. The ads 
venture of theſe erploits havegain'd pou exceeding honour, wijerc- 
of Jam glad, ko; each perſon ought to rejoicei che well doing 
of another, eſpecially of a Nobleman, and pzincipallp (uch a one 
ag 
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as laboureth to excel in valour, every perſon is bound to counſte 
him to his honour and welfare. Mherefoꝛe, ſince it is ſo, that v, 
endeavour your ſelf from day to dap, and ſeek perils of the Sea 
anddangersof the earth, to overcome them: J advertiſe pou, 
that in Egypt is a Tyrant, that (ſacrificeth all ſtrangers that tome 
into his Country, without reſerving Noble oz baſe ; So / J-think) 
if Foztune be fill favourable to you, you ſhall gain great honour 
to pour (elf, and pꝛoflt to all the Nations of the wozld. 

Madam, anſwered He: cules, J am not, no2 never in all my 
life, hall attain to ſuch anerceeding height of honour as pe res 
po2t ; notwithſtanding, fozaſmuch as J have great deſire to per⸗ 
kozm adventures to the benefit of all Nations that they ſhall 
concern. J p2omiſe pou, and ſwear, that to mozrow without 
further delay, J will make all things in readineſs, to go into 
Egypt. And J will never return a gain into my country, un- 
til the time that J have ſeen the Tyrant. 3f he lay hand on 
me, to ſacrifice me, J Have intention he ſhall not without 
greet ſtrokes. Juno hearing the enterp2ize of Hercules, rejopced 
in her heart crceedingly. That day they paſſed in many confe- 
rences, Hercul:s took the skins of the Lions, and delivered them 
to a certain wozkman, to make of them a garment in manner 
ef Armour, to arm him withall, On the mozrow he tok leave 
of his Step-mother, and departed from Creet, ſo journied on 
the way with Philores, (without finding any adventure wozthy 
the remembzance on a day he came to the Gate of the City 
Memphis, in Egypt, where the Tyrant Buſire held his reſt, 
dence. 

When Hercules was come nigh unto the Gate, he too his 
Club that Philotes bare, and entred himſelf into the City. Be 
had not been long there, noꝛ far gone, but Buſire which was ads 
vertifed of his coming, came againſt him with his complices, 
without ſpeaking any word, ran upon him. Hercules was well 
appointed, fo2 he knew the Tyrant by his geſture and the ſign 
that was told him: he lifted up his Thub when he ſaw him come, 
and as the Tprant would have ſmitten him with his Dwozd, 
without any wozd ſpeaking; he Croke the Tyrant cn the right 
ſide ſo vehement!y, thet not only he kell'd him ts the carth, but 
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allo the ribs of his body were broken, that He could neber 
relicv? him after, The Egyptians ſeeing Buſire overth:own, 
ſome ran to relieve him, and the ref aſſailed Hercules. Then 
was all the City in an uproar. Hercules wag joyful he had over⸗ 
thzown the Tyrant, and began to make the Egyptians toknow 
his Club. Me lew many of them, andthe remnant he made tg 
fle. Vis ſtrokes were (> fozcible, that the complices of Buſire 
that were accuſtomed to ſhed mens blood had their blod , ſhed as 
bzoad, and could not remedy their miſchance, which was ſo 
great, that Hercules filled all the place with dead bod.es. And 
after a long battel, he found himſelf alone, fo2 there was no 
man ſo hardy that durſt be ſecn befo:e him. The people and the 
Commonalty of the Egyptians, minded not the reſcue of their 
King, When thepſaw him beaten they all Hated him, and be- 
held the Battel from far by very great routs. When Hercules 
had then laboured ſo much, that he found no man to fight with 
him, he let down his Club and addzelled him unto a great com- 
pany of Egyptians that ſtood there, and aſſured them he would 
do nothing unto them, and atked what people they were that 
had aſlailed him? They anſwered him kneeling on their knees, 
They were Pen-flaycrs, Hangmen, and people. of vitious and 
evil life: that their King which he hud firſt beaten down, was 
the worſt of them all, and had purpoſedto put him to death as a 
ſtranger, to make @acrifice unto the Gods, And they pꝛaped him 
to Sacrifice their ſaid King, 

Hercules granting their petition, accs2dcd it unto the people, 
and tek this curſed Tyrant Buſire, and boze him upon his ſhouls 
ders unto the Temple, which the Egyptians ſhe wed him. The 
falſe Tyrant cryed after help terribly ; but his cry - availed him 
not. The Egyptians crped unto Hercules, @acrifice, ſacrifice 
him. When Hercules came into the Temple, he ſacrificed him, 
afcer he had ſhewed him his curſed and evil life. And then when 
the fire was put unto the ſacrifice, it began to rain, andthe 
great dzought began to fail: whereof the Eg yptians were fg 
jopful, that none could expꝛeſs: They did ſing pzaiſes unto Her- 
cules, and byought him and Philotes unto the Palace, and conſti⸗ 
tuted Hercules King over them: but he refuſed, and ordained 
Judges 
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Judges to govern them. Then he returned unto Queen Juno, 
who had great ſozrow, and to King Crcon who had great foy at 
the rehearſal of his good Foꝛtune. 


CHAP. 111. 
How Hercules eſpouſed Megara : and how he was made Knight 
in Thebes, 


Aſt as the young Uine, by the induſtry and labour of the Bul⸗ 

bandman, groweth in height, and his boughs ſpꝛead abzoad 

fall of fruit: ſo Hercules labouring vertuouſlp, grew in fruit of 

Nobleneſs ; his Wozks, hig bzanches, then began to ſpꝛout a- 
bꝛoad and ſpꝛead from Realm to Realm. 

The ſecret conſpiracies of Juno, and her curſed envies could 
not hurt no2 diminiſh the vertue of Hercules, The moze the 
thought to harm him, the mote ſhe was the cauſe of his exaltati⸗ 
on. As he was puiſſant and ſtrong of body, he was yet moze ſtrong 
of vertue : fo2 vertue was ſet in him, as the pꝛetidus ſtone is in 
Gold, as the ſweet ſmell is in the lower, as the ray of the Sun⸗ 
beam is in the Sun: He was beloved of Kings, Pzinces, Lay 
dies, Gentlewomen, Nobles and all others, eſpecially of Megara 
the Daughter of King Creon. And verily ſhe was not deceived, 
fo Hercules loved her alſo, and was never hurt, but he thought on 
her: Pet durſt neither of chem ſpeak to other of this matter, they 
were aſhamed co diſcover that, whereby they had hope to have 
honour, and often they bewailed to themſelves, defiring the day 
they might take each other in marriage. 

So much they wiſhed after that dap, till at laſt it came, For 
on a moꝛning as Hercules was gone into the Mood to take a 
wild beaſt, he remembꝛed him of his Lavy, and began ts ſpeak 
to him ſoftly : Shall J be alwapes in pain? Shall mine heart 
never be eaſed, but alwayes languiſh in love ? J ſ& all men in 
great jop, with their Loves and Ladies, and J thin' never how 
to come to the point of one only, whom J have choſen above all 
other, J know not how to begin, J dare not ſpeak to her, no! J 
have not aſſaped if ſhe would condeſcend : Shall J ſpeak to her? 
J know not well how ee It à (peak to her and ſhe refuſe, J 
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ſhall fall in deſpair. J ſhall dye fo2 very grief of heart, J ſhall 
never after dare to come in any noble aſſembly, if all our friends 
were of one acco2d, to give her to me in marriage, and ſhe were 
not content and pleaſed, all were loſt. The moſt jeopardy is, to 
have her good will, foz without her grace Jcan do nothing: then 
it is necellary that I ſeek her good will, ſince it is ſo, fo? if J leep 
thus, and ſpeak not, J ſhall never atchieve, no: come to my 
purpoſe. 

Hercules reſolute in his purpoſe, and enflamed with great de- 
fire of Love, came from the Mood, abandoned the Wild beaſt, 
and gave it over to tome to Megara, thinking how and by what 
wozds he might come, and ſhew unto her that which lay on his 
heart. Me went ſo far, that he came tothe Garden of che Pay 
lace, where ſhe was with many Ladies, and Sentlewomen He 
made to them reverence, until he eſpied the time that he might 
ſpeak to Megara, and he wared ſo penſive that it is marvel : 
he intermitted nothing to confer with the Ladies, but therewith 
he dzew him apart intothe Garden. When the Ladies beheld 
him ſo penſtve, divers of them tame to him, and talked with him, 
to put him from his thoughts and penſiveneſs, but they could 
not, atlaſt Megara came to him. As ſoon as Hercules ſaw her 
come, he began to ſigh, and come againſt her. And ſhe ſaid to 
him, Hercules why are pe ſo penſive - Put away from pou ſuch 
melancholy, and tell me of pour news, J p2ay ; Lady ( anſwered 
Hercules) JF than pou fo2 pour good. viſitation, ſince it pleaſeth 
you to hear of my tidings, and to know them, J will tell pou a⸗ 
part: Firſt, the canſe why J am bꝛought into ſuch perplered 
melancholy as you now ſee, is, by beholding pour perfecions : 
fo; as J went to the Mood to hunt, the remembzance of pour 
right Noble Beauty, continually being in mine imagination, 
came unto me, and made me enter into a ſecret perplerity, to 
wit, whether J ſhould alwayes live unrewarded of Love, and if 
2 durſt ſap ſo to pou) J have (ct my heart and love wholly on 
vou. Padam, this perplerity was great, but in the end J con- 
cluded to come unto you to know the concluſion of my Fo2tune, 
whether it be life oz death: Being in this deliberation (thinking 
how J might ſpced with veu ) in this point and doubtfulnels, 
paur 
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poux coming hath put me out of a great thought of penſivenels, 
for J knew not better how co come to the point, to ſpeak to you 
apart (as J do at this p2elent ) than to apply the matter in time; 
fo J ſay to pou in truth, that ſince the time of my Olympi- 
ades, J have deſired you night and dap, and at that time J (ſet 
my heart on your ſerpice, refqlving to love pou foz ever. Pa⸗ 
dam, J know very well, that J have enterpꝛized a thing that J 
am not wozthy of: Mot wichſtanding, J continue at pour mer- 
cy, and require that you will be pleaſed to receive me into pour 
_ in luch wiſe, that ſhoztty we may appoint our Nuptial 
ay, 

When Megara underſtood the wozds of her Love Hercules ſhe 
re jopced in her heart exceedingly, and reeeive d great comfo2t ; 
notwithſtanding the was abaſhed, being ſhame-fac'd che anſwered- 
thus. Alas, Hercules, by what foztune am J o2dained ts be be- 
loved of ſo worthya Gentleman - Paur exceTive p2oweſs, your 
glozious labours, your reſplendent virtues are of ſuch value that 
you are wozthy to have to Wife, the moſt beautiful Lady in the 
wozld. With theſe wozds , theſe Gentlewomen came to them, 
and ſaid unto Megara, that it was time to withdzaw her to din- 
ner, which bake off their diſcourſe. Megara ſozrowful of haſty 
departing, that che might not atchieve her purpoſe, by conſtraint 
tok leave of Hercules, and went into the Hall, full fed with love, 
and Hercules remained in the Garden, joyful ofthe ſweet anlwer 
he had received. 

When the Ladies had left Hercules in the Garden, he aſſem⸗ 
bled Euriſteus and Amphitrion, and ſaid to them he had a great 
deſire to be married, and payed them to go to King Creon, to 
know if he would give him his Daughter Megara They ſpake 
to King Creon of this marriage: the King heard them ſpeak 
right gladly, foz the matter pleaſed him and he anſwered, that 
he might no where better beſtow his Daughter, than to the molt 
Noble man of the wozld Hercules, whom he loved as his own 
Son, which was ſo baliant-and Potle, and had no fellow like 
unto him. He was content to give to him his Daughter, and with 
her what he would demand. Evuriſtevs and Amphitrion thanked 


the King fo: hig courtcous @nſwer. Megara and Hercule, were 
ſeat 
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ſent koꝛ, the King made them betroth each other, with great joy 
of both parties. Afterward in'p2otels of time, the day of their 
eſpouſals was celebzated with triumph, honour, and joy. And 
then they lay together without moze ado, and lived together 
right honeſtly, 

After che ſolemnity of this marriage, Hercules came to King 
Creon, and deſtred he would beſtow upon him the Honour of 
Lnighthod, fozasmnch as the Nobles of the Realm of Icony 
were come unto him, and with a gencralconſent,had choſen him 
to be King oftheir City, fo2 his good renown, King Creon ( jop- 
ful of that) anſwered, That he would accompliſh his deſtre: but 
would that it ſhould be done at a certain day aſſigned, ſaying, 
That then he would make a noble Fea, where men ſhould Jutt, 
and Turnep, and that he would cauſe to come thither all the 
Kings and Pzinces of Greece. Hercules acco2ded and agreed, and 
the King ſent his meſſengers unto all the Kings of Greece, and 
pꝛaped them to be pꝛeſent at a Knighting of a Noble-man, 
that ſhould hold a ſolemn ſpo2t , at a day named and appointed, to 
anſwer all them that ſhall come to the Juſts. The renown of 
this Feaſt, was bozn unto all the Kingdoms of Greece: The 

zoviſton and O2dinance was great tn I hebes, one an other 
diſpoſed them to be there; the time paſſed and the day tame, ma⸗ 
nya King and Knight was come at the time to Thebes, The- 
ſeus and Jaſon the Sons of King Eſan, was there amongſt the 
reſt. The Kings made 4 great fir, and pompous ſhews about ten 
of the Clock befoze noon. Then King C recn went into the place 
that was 02dained fo: the Juſts. At a cozner inthe ſame place 
there was a Tent, in which was Hercules all a lone At that 
time the Ladies and Genc women mounted upon the Scaffolds, 
the Juſters came into the place, and no man new 02 wilt who 
ſtould be this new Knight, When King Creon ſaw the Knights 
were in on all des, and the Ladies were ſeated on the Scaftolds, 
he ſent foꝛ Hercules, and made him Knight after their Statutes, 
Then Hercules mounted upon his Hozſe, took his Spear and 
Shield and challenged them that were there, that cach man 
ſtould do his devoyꝛe. Then one and other that deſired to win 
honcur, took their Sptars and ran againſt Hercules, and began a 
Juſt⸗ 
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Juſting that was hot and ſharp ; their Spears wete ſtrong, and 
bza!e not eaſily, but they met oftentimes, and ſome were over- 
th:0wn and ſtruck oft their Yorles, They that migbt not Juſt 
againſt Herculcs, :alſailed tach other like to like. 

Jaſon and Theſeus juſted often againſt Hercules and Pyro- 
thus, Son of King Ixion like wie All bare themſelbes vali⸗ 
antly, notwithſtanding Hercules above all men, no man could a- 
bide his ſtrokes, but he bare them all down except Jaſon, which 
encountrd him divers times, and gave him great (trokes, Her- 
cules bared down Theſeus to the earth, and Pyroibus, and nigh fik⸗ 
ty (trong Knights, Ve. did ſhew ſo much valour, that no man a⸗ 
bode in the place, but ] ſon and he then he ceaſed the Juſts ; foz 
the valour that Hercules found in Jalon, he ever after had a ſpe⸗ 
cial love to him, and took acquaintayce of him, and made him 
great chear. At the end of the JuſtingAnights, X adieg, and Gen- 
tlewomen went to the Palace, there was Hercules made Knight 
af Icony. The feaſt was very rich, moze than J can rehearſe, the 
ſtrangers were highly feaſted, and thanked, When all the feaſt 
was ended, with honour and glozp of Hercules, there was no moze 
to do whereof any memozp is to. ſpeak. Pyrothus pꝛaped them 
that were there, to be at his Uedying in Theſſilonica, at acer- 
tain day named, each man p2omiled him to go thiiher. Every 
one tok leave of Hercules, when time was come of departing each 
man returned into his Countrey, and they could not, marvel e⸗ 
nough at the glory abounding, and litzely to abound in Hercules, 
which was courteous and bumble, not pꝛoud foz the grace that 
he had in tempozal honour. He was ſo vertuous, that he was not 
the moze high-mindedcheretoze, moze exalted himſelf, but the 
moze meek, and ſubmitted himſelk. 


G H. A,. IV. 
How the Centzures raviſhed Hypodamia at the Wedding of Pyro- 
thus, and how Hercules recovered her agiin, and vanquiſhed ; 
the Centaures in battel, 


O continue our matter, when Hercules ſaw the dap ok the 
Wedding of Pyrothus appzoach, he diſpoſed him to go thi- 
ther 
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ther by ſpace of time, and tok Philores with him, and at all ad- 
venture took with him his Armour of the skin of the Lion, When 
Megara ſaw him depart, ſhe was ſoze troubled fo2 His departing 
and moꝛe fo! that he took his Armour with him, ts2 ſhe thought, 
if Hercules heard of anp-great exploit, he would go thither, and 
aay himſelf againſt it. With great ſighs ſhe looted after him, 
as far as he might, paying to the Gods, that chey would bzing 
him ſhoꝛtip again. Hercules and Philotes went fozth into the 
Countrep, and haſted on their journey as much as they could, un- 
til they came into Theſſalonica, where they were reccived with 
great jop of- Pyrothus and his friends. They found there a very 
gzeat aſſembly of Noble men, Ladies and Gentlewomen, The⸗ 
ſeus and Jaſon were there, The friends of Jaſcn deſired that he 
ſhould be made Unight, Wherefoze they pzeſented him to Her- 
cules, who gave him the af Knighthood. And Hercules 
laid, he had ſeen in him a good beginning of a Nobleman, and if 
he map live, he ſhall attain to things High and noble. Among o- 
ther things, the Wedding day came, the City was full of Nos 
bles, and the Centaures wete there, they wert an hundzed Gy⸗ 
ants armed. that ran as the wind, which King 1Ixion had got in 
Theſſaly, of whom ſome dwelt in Moloſſe, and other in Aphure 
a Cicp of Epypt, Hypodamia the Aueen thereof, was the La- 
dy and Bzive of the Wedding. Thete were come many Kings 
and Pꝛintes, of whom J have not the names: The Queen Hy- 
podamia and yrothus were married together after their Law. 
When the time of dinner was come, they ſet the Lady in the 
Mall, where a general feaſt was made. At this feaft all the com- 
ers were amply ſerved with all manner of wines and meats, e- 
ſpecially the Centaures made paging goed cheat, andd2ank ſo 
much wine, that the chiek Captain named Euricus, and ſome ot 
the other, had woꝛds together, and troubled the feaſt. Then they 
fought together, and caſt at each other, pots, platters, wine and 
meat ſo that many were flain, Then was there a great noiſe 
in tije Hall Euricus and fifty of his Giants iTued out of the pꝛels, 
and went to fetch their Armour: And being armed, they entred 
the Ball and not content with the trouble they had made ( albeit 
He: cules andothers endeavoured to apꝑcaſe them, that flew each 
other 
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other they took Queen Hypodamia And raviſhed her, then fled: 
when the Ladies ſaw this outrage, they cryed out, The frap 
was ſo great, that Hercules, Jaſon, Pyrothus, and Theſeus, ran 
unto them, and when they | new that the Cemaures Had raviſhe 
the Lady, they went p2eſcntly and armed them. 

Hercules put on the skin ot the K ion, and took his Swo2d, His 
bow, and his arrows, and went after the Gyants, without ſtaping 
foꝛ any other company, They were placed under a Tree, and 
there trained them in battel ray, becauſe they knew the firſt 
that ſhould come after them ſhould be Hercules. They hatedhim 
fecretly, and envied his glory, and they ſwo2e the death of him. 
At that time, when they were in theſe terms, Euricus eſpyed 
Hercules a far off, and ſhewed him unto his company. He was all 
alone, and tame not a low pace like a man, but ran as nimbly 
as a Hart in the Uallep, he ſeemed to fip in the air. The ſwift⸗ 
neſs of Hercules, frighted not the Centaures, foz thep were about 
fourſco2e, and were all of great courage; They tk their Spears 
Poleares, Swozds and other Weapons, and ſome of the ſtrong⸗ 
eſt went againſt Hercules: But as ſon as he was come ſo nigh as 
to ſhoot at them, he bent his bow, and with an arrowſmote a 
Centaure named Gr.neus, ſo that the arrow faſtned his head to a 
Tree, with the ſecond arrow he ſmote another Gpant named Pe- 
ireus in the bzea(t, th:ough his Armour quite thzough his body, 
with the third he hit Dor-llus a terrible Gyant, and nailed his 
hand to his face, of which Croke he dyed. 

be ſhot many moze Arrows, as long as he had any, and he ſhot 
none, but with it he burt oz lewone oz other of the Gyants, when 
his ſhot failed, the Gyants being grie ved fo: the death of their 
fellows hy the ſhot and ſtrong hand of Hercules, they ran upon 
him, and environed him on all ſides, Siſacus, Ne ſſus, Lincus, Sti- 
lo, Lodeuin and Pal us, were the firſt that ſmote upon Hercules 
with their Swozds, then he took his Swoꝛd, and came agaialt 
Pheotones, that had an Ar, ſo great, that it was an oꝛdinaty 
mans burden. Pheotones pꝛeſentip life up his Ar, and thought 
to have ſmitten Vercules, but he knowing eno!1nh of the Mar, 
turned him from the ſtro e, ſo that the Ar fell to the ground, 
then Hercules caught the Ar, and plucked it out of his hands. 
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and foꝛthwith gave him a ſtro!:e with it, that he ſmote off hig 
right arm at the ſhoulder. 

Thus began the battel of tierc: les with the Centaures, Jaſon, 
and Theſeus came to the battel, and well pꝛoved their youth, 
Foz to encourage the other, Hercule th:nilt Himſelf among the 
Gpants, and ſo w2vught with the Ar, {tt thev euried heoto- 
nes that ought it thither, and beating down all befoze them, 
Hercules began to ſ&k fo; t'yp..d-mis, and found her nigh tg 
Euricus, Chen he ſpake to Euricus, and ſaid, Thon evil glutton, 
thou haſt this day troubled the Feaſt, and ſtoln the Lady of my 
friend Pyrothus, andnow J will trouble thy ſpirit ; witg this he 
up with his Ar, and (mote Euricus on the head, that he tell dead, 
to the great gricfof all the other Gyants, foz beholding the Ar 
died with the blod of Euricus their Captain, they were all aba⸗ 
ſhed: Then began He cules, ro {mite moꝛe and moze upon the 
Gpants, there was none then ſo reſolute but was 2fraid, no! fo 
hardy but began to hide himſelf, his ſtrokes were nor to be bozn, 
he put all his enemies to flight: Finally, with the help of Jaſon, 
Theſeus and Pyrothus, that were marvellous valiant, they van- 
quiſhed and chaſcd them to a river, where twelve of them ſaved 
themſelves by lwimming over, and all the reſt were ſlain, ſave 
only Lincus that Hercules held pziſoner, becauſe he pꝛaved fo2 
mercy, and yielded to him. Thus were the Centaures deftroped, 
moꝛe by the hand and ſtrength of Hercules, than by any other: 
When he had cleared the place of all the Centaures, he and his 
fellows returned to {ypodamia, and bzought her again to the Ci⸗ 
ty with great triumph. The Ladies re jopced foꝛ the recovery of 
Hypodami:, and renewed again the Feaſt that endured aftct- 
wards eight days very great and ſumptuous. 


GHAP YV. 
How Pluto raviſned Proſerp:ua, and how Orpheus went ſor her to 
Hell: ow Que n Ceres came tothe wedding of Pprothus,and huw 
theſcus and Pyrothus fought wich Cerberus che ort-r of | eh. 


\ T this time, a little bcfoze the Werding of Pyrothu Plu- 
tothe King of Moloſſe, Son of Siturn, and other of u 
pitcr 
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piter ſailed by Sea, ching adventures, lo long he ſailed that he 
arrived in Sici, and found there nigh to the water ſide, a berp 
great afembly of Sicilians, that hallowedthe feaſt of their gods. 
When Pluto ſaw this feaſt, he armed twenty ok his company 
under their robes, and went in this manner to e the feaſt, and 
try it he could find any boty, This Pluto was the greateſt thief, 
and the moſt leac herous man in the Mozld and had with him a 
Giant named Cerberus, like enough unto Pluto in condition and 
courage, but he was moꝛe ſtrong and puiſſant of body, all the o⸗ 
ther were great as Gyants, and had learned nothing but to pꝛa⸗ 
iſe miſchief, and could do nothing elſe, 

When the S'cilians ſaw pluto come and his fellows they ſups 
poſed it had ban ſome of their neighbours that came to ſe their 
plays, and ſpoꝛts, fozaſmuch as they came cloathed in their gar⸗ 
ments, aud ſaw none of their Armour oꝛharneſg, and they fozced 
them to ſing and dance, but their Songs and Dances did not con⸗ 
tinuc long, foꝛ in coming to them, King 1 luto caſt his eye aside, 
and ſaw the Queen of that Country, that beheld the fealt, and by 
her, her Daughter that made a Garland of flowers: The Po⸗ 
ther was named Ceres and the Daughter was called Proſerpina, 
and was married to a Nobleman, named Orpheus, that ſate by 
her and played on a Harp: this Proſerpina wag marvellous fair, 
And anon, as Pluto had ſn her, he deſtred and coveted her, and 
advertiſed his folk ſecretly of her, and after came nigh unto her, 
that he ſe: his hands on her, and laid her on his back, and bare 
her away, 

When Orpheus and Ceres ſaw Proſe: pins taken away, they 
cryed out pitifully unio Pluto; with this cry the Sicilians left 
their feaſt, and ran after luto tn great numbers Pen and Mo⸗ 
men, hoping to have reſcued Proſerpins, But when Cerberus and 
his companions ſaw the up2oar, they dzew their Swozds, and 
ſhewed their weapons, and \mote upon them that appzoached 
them, llaviag them abundantly, they retired, and went unto the 
Poze, in d*ip* zt of the Sicil ans and Orpheus. They guided 
Pluto to His ſhip, 2nd after tyrp dilanchozed, and carried away 
proſer ping. The $ cilians were then unpꝛovided of arms, and 
could not withſtand the taking away of Prolerpiaz, At the de⸗ 
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Parting from the Poꝛt, was made a moſt ſharp lamentation. Pro. 
ſerpina wept on the one ſide molt pitifully, Ceres on the other 
ſide with che Sicilians made no ſcarcity of tears. Orpheus alſo 
failed not to furniſh his tears with dep ſighs, fo2 he loved Pros 
{:rpina, and ſhe loved him as well. At their departing their 
hearts were bzought to a grievous diſtreſs, with lo great anguiſh 
that Proſer| ina fell down in a (wound, and Orph.us raviſhed 
with anger, that he returned to his Palace when he had loſt the 
fight of Proſerpina, and kept himlelt cloſc in his chamber, with- 
out ſpeaking to any in two days. 

At the endof the two daps Ceres came to viſit Orpheus, that 
would neither eat no2 dzink, and ſaid unto him, ſhe knew welt 
the raviſher of her daughter, that it was Pluto King of Molodle, 
and that he dwelt in a part of Tefſily, in a low baſe City, cal- 
led Hell, fozaſmuch as in this Ille, King Pluto and his fellows 
did ſo much harm that they were compared to Devils, and their 
City named Hell, When Orpheus underſtood that | roſerpina 
was in Hell, he took alittle hope in himſclf, and ate and d:an*, 
and made a dow he would never reſt in peace untill he had ban 
in Hell to ſœ Proſerpina, 

After he had eaten, he ſent his Pariners and bade them make 
ready a Ship: When the Ship was furniſhed (after leave ta- 
ken of Queen Ceres) in diſguiſed habit he, entredinto the Ship 
with his Harp and made his Pariners to ſail fozth on the Sea, 
in ſuch wiſe that he arrived at one of the Pozts of Thefſaly, Or- 
pheus went there on Land, and commanded his Pariners that 
they ſhould abide foꝛ him in that place, till a certain time by him 
appointed. He departed and went from Country to Country, ſo 
long till he tame to the Gate of Heu, which Cerberus kept, there 
he began to play on his Þarp moſt mclodioufly. 

When Cerberus heard of the Puſital ſoundofthe Harp he lift 
ed up his curled head, and came out of the Gate, to know who he 
was that plaped ſo melodiouſlp ?and by the ſound of the arp 
he found Orpheus; and thinking that Pluto would gladly hear 
him, ( to rejoyce Proſe pina that always wept ) he cauſed him to 
enter into the City, and bzought him befoze the Bing. Oi phus 
then began to play again on his Warp. When King { lut heard 
him, 
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him, he tok great pleaſure therein, and ſo did all they that were 
here. Then Pluto ſent fo: Proſerpin , when ſhe was come and 
heard him play with his Harp, ſhe knew it was her Pusband, 
then was ſhe ſoꝛe abaſhed, whereas ſhe had wept ſoꝛe befoze, ſhe 
wept much moze now. Pluto was ſozry fo2 the grief of Proſcr- 
pina, and ſaid to Orpheus, If he could play with his Harp ſo ag 
the Lady ſhould ceaſe her we ping, he would give him what he 
ſhould ask of him. Orpheu; pꝛomiſed him that he would, and 
Fluto ſware to him, that he would keep his pꝛomiſe, if he did ſo, 
Then Orpheus tuned His Harp, and played divers Songs ſo 
ſweetly, the infernal Cerberus, and many other fell aſlep, and 
Proſer pin, by m tans of certain ſigns and tokens that Orpheus 
made with his cpes, ccaſed her weeping, 

When Pluto ſaw Proſerpina ceaſe her weeping, he was right 
jopoug, he then awoke Cerberus and the other that ſlept, andſaid 
to Orpheus he had well Harped, that no man could do betcer : 
and that he ſhould demand ſomething, and he would give it him 
without fail. Orpheus hearing the words of luto, had great 
perplexity in him elf to }now what he Chould demand; in the end 
he laid to him, Sir, J am Orpheus the Husband of this Lady, 
and fo2 her love J have enterpzized to come hither in this caſe, 
now J pꝛap you that you will render her again to me, that J 
map bꝛing her again to her mother that dieth foꝛ ſoxrow. When 
Pluto had heard the requeſt that Orpheus made, he was all a- 
mazed at the hardineſs that he had ſhewed ; Yowbeit, he ſaid to 
him, Orpheus, pou have demanded Proſerpina, ſhe is the Lady 
that J moſt love in all the Wozld: Nevertheleſs, to accom» 
pliſh my pꝛomiſe that J have made unto you, take her, uponcon⸗ 
dition that you b2ing her out of this City without loking behind 
vou; and if it happen that you once lok behind you, pe ſhall loſe 
her. At this anſwer Orpheus was content, and it ſ« med to him 
that his wife was as god as recovered again, he and Proſerp na 
paſſed over that night in god hope. When mozning was come, 
Pluto delivered. Proſerpina to Orpheus, upon condition befoze re- 
hearſed. He and his wife took leave of ing Plu'o, and thanked 
him; After they went on there way, but he. had not gone half 


wap to the Gate, but he looked p2ivily behind him, to ſie if any 
man 
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man followed him, and there he found Cerberus, at his hels, that 
ton away his Wife from him, and delivered her again unto the 
ing. 

Orpheus ſeing by this unhappineſs he had loſt his Wife, 
began to curſe the day that he was boꝛn, and he followed aftc 
her, and began again to Harp and offercd great gifts to recover 
her, again, but it was ſaid io him he (i, ould never have her again, 
and alſo, that if he had uſcd the feat of arms, as he had the ſtrings 
of his Barp, he ſhoul> have died. With this concluſion Orpheus 
departed from Hell, full of ſoꝛrow, and returned into Sicil, unto 
Queen Ceres, telling her his adventure. The Queen being allu⸗ 
red that her Daughter was in H 1, and being advertiſed that in 
Theſſily ſhould be allowed the feaſt of the wedding of Pyro- 
thus, where were many Knights of great fame, the went co 
the Sea, and came fitly to Th ſſalonica, while the Feaſt endu- 
red. In appzoaching the City, on an afternon Pyrothus and 
Theſeus were in the ficld, they met her. Yer attendance was 
great. Theſeus and Pyroihu. ſaluted her, and ſhe ſaluted them 
again, and as cd them the eſtate of the feaſt of the Wedding, 
They told, and recounted her all, After ſhe demanded of them 
if there were no Knights of great name, and high enterpziſes : 
when they underſtood that ſhe enquired ſo far, they would know 
what ſhe was, and demanded her name - J am ( ſaid ſhe ) the 
Lady Ceres of Sicil. Then ſpake Theſcus and (aid, Padam, pou 
are welcom; fo: what occaſion demand you if in the feaſt be any 
Lnights of Enterp2ize - J can tell pou that there be, notwith⸗ 
landing J do wiſh pot, and alſo require, that you declare unto 
us the cauſe why you have thus demanded - 

Sir ( laid the Lady) ſince it pleaſeth pou to enquire of my e- 
ſtate ſo far: Enow you foꝛ certain that J have made my demand, 
foꝛ as much as Pluto Bing of Hell, hath raviſhed my Daughter 
Proferpina, by which J am hurt unto death. And J would glad - 
ly find ſome Knight that of his courteſie would employ him to 
get her again, and aſſail the curſed Tyrant: whom J p2ap God 
may be damned evcrlaſtivngly fo: his demerits. WMhercfoze J 
pzay you, if pou know any that will be merciful to me, that it 
pleaſe pou fo cha.ity to dire & me unto him. Padam { anſwers 


cd 
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d Theſes ) be yu no moze inquiſitive to find ſuch a Knight as 
pou {een 2 oz in the faveur of all Ladics, J will be pour 
Knight in this Mork, and pꝛomile pou upon mine honour, chat 
J will tranſpozt me into ell. And King Pluto ſhall never 
hade peace with me until the time he hath reſozed your 
Daughter. : 

When d rothus heard the enterpꝛiſe of Theſevs, be began to 
b:cak off his words, and ſaid to him, Py Pꝛother what think 
pou to do, when pou enterpꝛiſe to go into Fell > Pou know not 
the bounds, no2 the ſcituation of that place. Fell Candeth be⸗ 
hind the Inner Sea betw.cn Pountains and Roc. 8, ſo nigh, 
that the Citizens therein be in continual darkneſs and ſhadow ; 
and the entry is fo difficult, that it is impoſible to come within 
the City unleſs the Porter conſent - Foz here bcfozetime, mas 
ny have gone thither, that be there left and abiding . there gocth 
no man thither that ever cometh again. It is right an hell, and 
each man nameth it Hell, as well foz the ſcituation thereof in ſo 
dark and unlightſome a place, as foz the inhumanity and ter- 
ribleneſs of the Inhabitants that wait to do evil to all the wozld. 
Theſeus anſwered unto Py. othus, and ſaid : There is nothing im- 
poſſible unto a valiant heart. 

King Pluto is cruel andſfrong, his folk and people tyrannous. 
His City ſtandeth in a Country environed with moztal perils. 
Notwithſtanding ſurely the doubt and fear of theſe things, ſhall 
never daunt my courage, but that J will do my endeavour to 
atchicve this enterp21ze, and will perfozm mp pꝛomile 02 will 
have repꝛoach of all Knights. Foz aman to keep his own hsnoz, 
ought not to doubt any peril whatſoever it Could be. 

When Pyrothus had heard the noble anſwer of Theſeus, he 
allowed ic greatly and ſaid unte him, That his woꝛds were to 
him ſs acceptable, tha: he Would hold him company in this ad- 
venture. The Queen Ceres thanked the two Knights ; ſo they 
bzought her into the City, and to the Palace, ſhe being there 
received and feaſted The ſtealing awap of her Daughter was 
told, and the en:crp2i3e of the two Knights, Ey the repoꝛt of this 
adventure, and the enterp ize that Theſcus and Pyrothus had 
made, all the [ca{ was troubled again on anew, Among = 
ther 


22 The Second Book of 


ther Hypodamia conſidering that her Yusband that was ſo new- 
ly married unto her would go in this perillous vopage of Hell, 
her cyes began to weep, and would receive no comfozt unto 
her heart, The feaſt ended in great ſozrow, Jaſon and Hercules 
would gladly have gone with ! heſeus and Pyro ibus, and ſpake 
thereof to them, but tbey would not luffker them. Then de- 
parted Hercules, and entered into a Ship, as if he would have 
gone into his Country : each man like wiſe departed, aud The. 
ſeus and Pyrothus to their wap to go unto Hell, And then a- 
bout their departing, whereof Hercules was advertiſed, Hercu- 
les made fo! to direa his ſhip unto the marſhes of Hell, and there 
went a land alone, concluding in himtelf that he would go after 
Py:othus and Theſeus his lopal and true fellows, and gave Phi- 
lotes charge to bzing Lincus unto Thebes , And put him there 
in P2iſon untill his coming again. Akter he departed and Phi- 
lotes ſhipped in the Sea, where he had a dolozous adventure ag 
ſhall be ſaid hereafter, ut at this time J muſt ceaſe ſpeaking 
of - matter, and will recount of Hercules how he went into 
Hell, 


CHAP, VI. 
How Þercules found Pyrothus dead at the Gate of Hell, and The- 
ſeus in danger: and how Hertules vanquiſhed Cerberus: and 
how he reſcued Pꝛoſerpina from Pluto. 


1 this place it ought to be ſpoken, that when Theſeus and 

Pyrothus were departed from Theſſalonica, to try if they 
could recover the fair Lady Proſerpina ; thep travelled ſo much, 
that by their diligence in ſhoꝛt time they arrived in the Uallep 
where was Proſerpin», full of in and curſedneſs. Pyrothus 
that knew the Countrp, found the direct wap that went into the 
City, and entered firſt therein This way was ſo fkrait, that there 
could but one at once go neither on the right ſide noꝛ on the lekt, 
the Rocks were ſo high, that no man might go on either üde. 
When they had paſſed this way, they found a Roc + that was cut 
into ſtairs, hewed out with Chizels. Then they ſaw beneath 
them Hell, a City ſtrongly environed with waters that fell 
down 
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down fearfullp from the Rocks, and made a terrible roaring : 
fo: they fell from high into a low vault in the earth. This City 
was incloſed with Pountains. A verp Hell, having no moze but 
one Gate: then to come down to the Gate, Pyrothus and The- 
ſeus deſcended down by the fairs made in the Rock. In the de- 
ſtending, ſuddenly they ſaw come out of the Gate, a marvellous 
great Gyant, that had an head marvelloufly miſ⸗ſhapen, flerce, 
black and ugly. He had his noſe high and wide, his chin long, 
his teeth as great as Hoꝛzſe teeth, his eyes like unto an Dre; his 
ears hanging like a hound, his Coulders large and bzoad; his 
belly ſwoln, his legs and thighs were ſirongly boned and 
mighty. This terrible Gyant was Cerberus, whereof is touched 
bekoze, 

The Poets named him the hound with thꝛee heads, conſider⸗ 
ing his grievous and unhappy living, which is compared unto 
th:ee Angular vices : to wit, to Pzide, Avarice, and Letchery. 
By Pzide, he glozified himſelf, and exalted him above all the 
men in the wozld, with his ſtrength, he was ſo ffrongthatns 
man could withſtand him. By Avarice and cobecouſnels, he 
had an appetite inſatiable to gather treaſures together, and bare 
away all that he could find. By Lurury, there was no matt li- 
bing of moze foul life than he was : fo: he had never done ocher 
thing in all his life, than deflile and raviſh women and Paidens, 
Ladies and Gentlewomen, ſo the Poets rightly named him an 
hound with thzee heads, foz he was foul, as a hound that liveth 
in multiplication ot᷑ ins, and taketh therein his felicity. When 
Theſeus and Pyrothus had eſpyed this Cerberus come unto them, 
all armed, making the wheel in marching pzoudly unto them, 
Pyrothus ſaid to Theſeus, Py, bzother, behold what enemy this 
is, he that putteth him inſuch perils foz the Love of Ladies, ſet- 
tech but little by Hi s like. Jt behoveth us now to live oz dye let 
us now att hieve j oyouſiy our enterp2ize, to the end that you may 
not think but that J had rather dye than have repzoach, J will 
be the firſt that ſhall begin che battel, Theſeus Had no ſpace noꝛ 
leiſure co anſwer, foz Cerberus came to them, and called to 
them,ſaping : Mhat ſeek theſe fellows in Hell > Me cone ( ſaid 
Theſeus ) to ſeek Proferpins, whom Pluto hath taken away from 
the Queen Ceres. We will never return into our Country, un⸗ 
til the time we bzing her with I Truly ( ſaid Cerberus 52 — 
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will return into pour Country, pou ſhall render again P. oferpiny, 
but J will foꝛ bid pou the return. And this day J will pꝛeſent un⸗ 
to roſerpina my S woꝛd dyed in pour blood, and here you ſhall be 
buried: pou ſhall never (ee Proſerpina, no come no nearer than 
you be now. With theſe woꝛds he lifted up his \wo2d, and gave 
ſo great a ſtroke at Theſcu upon his ſhield, that he did bear away 
an half quarter of it, 

. When Pyrocbus ſaw his fellow ſmitten, he took his ſwoz d and 
ſmote Cerberus on the one fide; and Theſeus on the other ſide, 
and they gave him two very great ſtrokes, that they made 'Cer- 
berus to be chaſed ſo ſoze, that he began che battel unmeaſu⸗ 
rably, that he bꝛake their Shields and Yacncſs, and alſo made 
his ſwoꝛd to he dyed with their noble blood, as he had befoze ſaid. 
The battel was hard and moꝛtal at the beginning. Theſeus and 
Pyrothus. recetved many wounds by eager (trokes, their Armg 
were all bchewn and broken, The battel endured very long, and 
Fyrathus behaved Himſelf very well - but Cerberus {mote upon 
him ſo unmeaſlurably, that after many wounds given unto him, 
he haake his helm, and cleaved his head into two pieces unto the 


11! WWhen'Theſcus ſaw his fellow dye, he truck Cerberus ſo fierce- 
ly char he made him ſtagger, and go back two paces. Cerberus 
would have avenged him of his ftroke, and ſmote Theſeus ſo, that 
the noble Knight had not turned back, Cerberus had ſmitten 
him unto death. This ſtroke of Cei berus fell to the carth and en⸗ 
tre the rein, and Theſeus (mote again upon his enemp, which he- 
gan td roar like an old Lion, and ſtruck Theſcus ſo ſtertely with 
his (wo'd, chat he bzoke his ſhield, and ſo b2uiſed his helm, that 
he was aſtoniſhed at the ſtro e. But atwaies Theſeus abode in the 
plate: and then Cerberus would have h2ought him to deſtruction, 
following the evil avventure of Pyrothus, if Foz tune had not 
bꝛought Hercules thither, who tame ſo: fitly to reſcue Theſcus, 
that he knew not elſe how to ſave himſelf. 4111 # 0 
At this point when Theſeus was (8 aſtoniſhed, Hercules that 
was departed from che Sea ( as is ſaid came to the ſtairs that 
were cut in the Rock, amd beholding Theſeu all covered with 
blood, and Pyrochus dead, he began to deſtend down, crying to 
— ore he ſhould not be afratd, When Cerberus ſa. and 


heard Hercules, he began to cry again and roar to be quit of him: 
: | Theſeus 


The. Deſtruction of T. 25 


Theſ us was tomfoꝛted with the voice of Hercules, but however he 
be gan to run here and there bekoꝛe Cerberus. | 

So much then haſted Hercules dawn the (fairs, in entring the 
place, and as haſtily as he might, he cryed to Cerberus, Cruel 
Tyrant, let the Knight run, and come to me: thou haſt put to 
death mp good friend Pyrothus, whereof J am ſozrp, but J wil 
take vengeance ot thee koꝛ him. Cerberus hearing the ſentence of 
Hercules, ran no more after Theſeus, but tarricd and beheld Her- 
cules, with a fierce lo, and anſwered him So meaneth he to re- 
venge his tame, that ſo believeth : J have veſtcoped thy fellow 
unto death, and unleſs thonerced him in skill of Arms and in 
bodily ſtrength an hundzed fold double. it is folly fo2 thee to come 
hither, foz J am Cerberus the Poꝛter of Hell, that at the repoꝛt of 
my name all the wozld trembleth. 

This ended his anſwer, Hercules was at the fot of the Noc“, 
and he had his Club upon his Shoulder. Cerberus came againſt 
him, they ſmote each other luſtiiy, and thus they began a very 
hard battel, Then Theſeus, thatwas weary ſate by, and reſted 
hin, dꝛying and'cleanſing his wounds of the blood that came out 

him. 

Hercules beheld Theſeus cleanfing his great wounds, he be- 
gan to emplop the fo2ce of his ſtrength and might, by ſuch mar⸗ 
vel. that with a ſtroke that he gave him on his helme, he made 
him to ſtoop under his Club, and to knel to the ground with the 
left knee, and at the ſecond ſtro e in purſuing him haſtily, he 
made his ſwoꝛd to fly out of his hand, then he made him to fall 
on his arms to the ground and with the third ſfroke, as Cer- 
berus thought to have relieved him and gotten his Sword, Her- 
cules ſmote him upon the body, that he ma de his head rel a- 
gainſt a great ſtone: after that he ſpꝛang upon him, and bound 
bis legs with the ſtrength « foꝛce of his hands in deſpigh of the 
Gpant, and he toze the helm off his head, and would have flain 
him, but Theſeus pꝛaped him that he would not put him to death 
there, but that he would bꝛing him into Thefſ:lonica, to dye by the 
ſentence of the Queen Hypodamiz, 

Cerberus was not then put to death, at the requeſt of The- 
ſeus, Notwithſtanding, Hercules bound his hands behind his 
back, and after he made him artſe, and took him by the beard, and 
made him go upon the 9 and there he laid him 

w 2 ound 
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bound his fat, his hands, and his neck together, in ſuch wiſe, 
that he durſt not remove. When he had done ſo, he went down, 
and entred into the Gate of Hell, and leaving there Theſeus, he 
went ſo far that he found the Palace of King Pluto, and there 
came into the ſame Mall where Pluto was with Proſerpina, 
All they that were there, marvelled at him, when they ſaw 
him entred : fo2 they knew not of the overcoming of. Cerbe- 
rus, as they that left all the charge and keeping of their City 
to him, without having any dobut 02 ſuſpicion : alſo they were 
ſo far from the Gate, that they might not hear of the battel, 
noz knew of nothing that befel their Pozter. Then when Her- 
cules had found Pluto and Proſerpina, he had great joy, and. 
knew him by certain marks, he addzeſt him towards Pluto, and 
laid: Pluto by thy treachery, Sicil is now full of heavineſs, foy 
the raviſhing of this Lady, which thou haſt not granted toyteld. 
and render again to her Yugband Orpheus; J know not what 
pleaſure thou haſt therein, but J will make thee to repent this 
injury, in following the evil adventure ok Cerberus, whom A 
have vanquiſhed. With theſe wozvs Hercules lifted up his Club, 
and gave ſuch a ſtroke to Pluto, that He oberthzew Him to the 
earth, ſo that he moved neither head noz foot. Mhen he had ſo 
heaten Pluto, thinking that he had ben dead, he aſſailed them 
that were there murmuring, and put them all to death lightly 
with his Club, in the p:eſence of Proſerpina, who. trembled foz 
fear. Then he comfo:ted Proſerpins, and ſaid to her, Me was 
tome into that place to deliver her, and to bzing her again to 
her Pother, and that the ſhould boldly follow him. Proſerpina 
hearing this, was comfozted with the wozds of Hercutes, and 
followed him, 

Hercules opened the Dor, and went out, and Proſerpina with 
him. After he addzefſed him unto the Gate of the Palace, it 
hapned that there he found a great company of Citizens, that 
were advertiſed of this frap, and they ran upon him unmeaſura- 
bly purſuing him to death. When Hercules ſaw.that, he willcd 
Prolerpina to get her apart, After that, he lifted. up His Club, 
and began tos kirmiſh with his enemies with ſuch valour, that 
he covered all the entry of the Palace with thoſe miſerable Ty⸗ 
rants that he flew, fo2 he put to death moze than four hundzed. 
Do that the other fled and gave it over zand then when he 505 
18 
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his enemies dead and ſcattered, he took Proſerpina by the hand and 
led her out of the Gate of the City. 

Theſeus (that tarried at the Gate, as is (aid ) re ſoyted great- 
ly when he (aw Hercules come again with Proſcrpina : he aroſe 
and met them and ſaluted the Lady, and pꝛeſented to Hercules 
a Chain ok Iron, that he had found at the Gate, and many pꝛi⸗ 
ſdnerg bound by Cerberus, Hercules unbound the P2iſoners, and 
took the Chain and bound Cerberus therewith. And when he had 
buried Pyrothus, He departed from Hell, and took his wap with 
Proſerpina, Theſeus and Cerberus, and journted till he arrived 
in Theſſalonica, and delivered Proſerpina to the Queen Ceres: 
and to Hypodamia he pꝛeſented Cerberus, rehearſing to her and 
the Ladies, how he had flain Pyrothus. Hypodamia had ſo great 
ſozrow fo2 the death of Pyrothus, that to recount it is impoſſible, 
All they of Theſſaly likewiſe made great ſozrow foz their Lo:d. 
And to revenge his death, Hypodamia did cauſe Cerberus to be 
bound to a ſtake in the Theatre of the City, where young and 
old tozmented and vexed him thꝛæ days, dꝛawing him by: the 
beard and ſpitting in His face ; after flew. him inhumanelp. 
And when He:cules and Theſeus, Ceres and Proſerpina had tarri- 
ed there a while in tomkoꝛting Hypodamia, they took their leave, 
and He:cules went accompanied with Theſeus toward the City 
of Thebes. But J will leave them, and ſpeak of the adventures 


of Philotes, 
CHAP: VI. 
How Andzomedus delivered Lpncus: And how he flew in battel the 
King Creon, and took the City of Thebes. 

VV. Philotes had received into his guard and kæping 

; Lyncus, Hercules was gone to the ſuccour of Theſeus, 
amd Pyrothus, as befoze is ſaid : The Pariners took their Ship 
and ſailed all that dap without finding any Adventure. But on 
the mozrow betimes in the mozning. Foꝛtune that always tur- 
neth without any reſting, bzought to them a great Ship, that 
dzew his courſe unto the ſame place that they came from. Ans 
dromedus King of Calcide, was Captain of this Ship. This - 
Andromedus was Cozen to Lyncus. When he had eſpied the Ship 
where Lyncus was, he made his Galley to row thitherwards, 
and ſaid Me would know what people were therein. In ap⸗ 
poaching the Shipof Thebes, Lyncus beheld the Galley of an- 
dromedus, , 
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dromedus, and knew it by the Signs and Flags that it koꝛe. An. 
dromedus demanded of the Pariners to whom the Ship belong. 
ed* Mhen Lyncus ſaw and heard Andromedus, he bꝛoke the 
anſwer ok the Pariners, and cryed to him, Andro nedus, loe here 
thy friend Lyncus, if thou give me no ſuctour thou mapeſt loſe a 
good friend in me: fo2 Jam a Pziſoner, and Hercules hath ſenc 
me into Thebes. 

Andromedus hearing Lyncus had great anger, foz he lobed 
Lyncus well, andcalled to them that bzonght him, and ſaid co 
them, tbat they were all come unto their death. And alſo that 
they were under his ward Philotes and his fol'*, were kurntſhed 
with Arms and Þarneſs and made them all ready to defend 
themſelves, and with little talk, they of Calcide aſſailed Phi. 
lotes; and Philotes, and his folk emploped them at their de⸗ 
fence. The battel was great, but ill foztune and miſhap turn- 
ed in ſuch wiſe upon the fellows of Philores, that they were all 
lain. Andromedus Had two hundzed men in his company, all 
R0bbersbn'the Sea. Thele thieves ſmote fiercely upon Philotes, 
and hewed his arms, ſtri ing, and giving him many wounds. 
But his rong refiſtance p2oftted Him but little, fo inthe end he 
was taken and bound, and Lyncus was delivered and unbound 
from the bonds of Hercule. 

Lyncus had great joy of His deliverante: thanked his god 
fricnd Andromedus, After this he told him how he was taken, 
and how Hercules had diſſipated and deſtroped the Centaures, 
And among other he named many of his friends that were dead, 
whercat 4ndromedvs had ſo great diſpleaſure, that he ſwoze in⸗ 
continently he would revenge it. That as Hercules, had lain 
his friends, in like manner he would deſtroy his tinsfolks, He 
laid to him that Hercules was gone into He. And after demands 
ed, how he would revenge him upon the friends of Hercul s ; and 
thereupon they were long thinking. Jnthe end, when he had 
taken advice, -ndromedus toncluded that he would allail the 
City of Thebes, and if he might get it by aCauit, he would flea 
the King Creon ànd al them of his blood. 

With this concluſion, came thither all the Galleps of Andro- 
medus, in which he had eight thouſand fighting men. Andro- 
medus made them to return towards Thebes, andas hafily as 
he might, he entred into the Realm, waſting and deſtroying 
the 
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the Country by fire and (word ſo terribly, that the tydings 
came unto King Creon, When he kacw of the coming of rhe 
King Andromedus, and that without deflante, he made Him 
War, he ſounded to Arms, and aſſemvled'a,greac company, and 
knowing that Andromedus was come intg à certain place, he 
iſſued out of Thebes all armed, and bzought his people upon his 
Enemies, that received them jopyfullp, And ſet themſelves in 
0:der againſt them, and joyned. theic baztelg. The cry wag 
great on both ſides, ſprars, words, party, guiſarms, ' arrows 
and poleaxes were ſet on wark Panp Nobleg were braten down. 
Lyncus and Andromedus fought zalianfly ; _ Bing Creon ang 
Amphitrion failed not, there was blood gbundantty ſhed on both 
ſides. The battel was cruel and ſharp, ſo that Andromedus 
and his people, got ground from them of hwy nadconſtrained 
them to retire ;_ whereof King Creon had great rg, and put 
bis men again in array, caſting himſelf in the 2 — of 
the battel, where he fought moztally, and 'fach laughter 
among his enemies, that .Lyncus and Andromedus heard ofthe 
ng and came together. As Lyncus ſaw the King Creon 

matvels at Arms, he gave. him thx s one after a⸗ 
nother, and with the fourth .Rtokt, ale ehm in pieces; 
and flew him: whereof they o Thebes' were'[g2e gfraid,.any 5 | 
ſpaired ſo, that they were utcerly-diſcomficed, and fled : whit 
flight Amphitrion could not remedy, albeit he was ſtrong and of 
great courage, rea r 

Ok this overthzow Thebes was. haſtily. advertiſed, Megars 
was gone up upon an high Tower of the Palace, and beheld the 
battle: and ſaw them of Thebes lain without remedp, and al- 
ſo turn their backs, The fight of the beating down ofthe king 
her Father and the view of the others, made her to cry out of #2:/ 
tune, and (aid : Unhappy Thebes, what milchief is befaln thee * 
Where is He cules - Alas what is become of him - That he is 
not here, to defend the Country of his nativity, to kep his Wife 
from her foes, andlike a Bulwark, to defendthis City from her 
enemies. | 

wW hen the had ſaid this, ſhe fell into a [wound and ſo lap a 
great while, Then they of Thebes flving, 4ndromedus and 
Lyncus followed them ſo cloſe, that they entred the City with 
Leu. And fozalmuch as the Thebias were without head 2 
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put out of array, and Amphit:ion had ſo many wounds upon him; 
that his ſfreugth failed: ſo the unhappy Lincus and Andromedus 
took the City, and flew all that might bear Arms, except am. 
phitrion, whom they found not in the heat. Afterward they went 
into the Palace, and there thep found Megara and \mphitrion in 
great deſolation, with many Ladies and Gentlewomen. 

When Lyncus ſaw Megara ( ſhe was ſo fair and pleaſant ) he 
became amo2ous of her and came to her and ſaid, Lady way 
nomoze : Hercules the baſtard Son of Jupiter is gone into Hell, 
and there he is dead. Pou have ben wife of a man gotten in a- 
dultery, from hencefo2th ye ſhall be conſs2t and Wife of a man 
legitimate, and boꝛn in lawful marrtage foz J will marry you, 
and pield you moze pleaſure than ever pou had. Megara anſwer- 
ed, Falle Traptoz, think thou J am ſo fooliſh to give credit to 
the murtherer of my Father, and enemy of my Lo2d Hercules - 
Know thou that J am his Wife, and that J will never have 
other Þugband but him: he is no Baſtard, but Son of che Low 
Amphitrion, and the mo noble man that is in all the Wozld, 
Lady ( anſwered Lyncus ) Jam King of this City, you are now 
at my command, will ye; oz will ye not, 1 ſhall. do mp will with 
you, but J will cake reſpite in my fufferance till to mozrow. 
After theſe” wozds -Lyncus ſent Megara into a Tower, any 
made her be kept there. After he ſent Philotes into a low Pꝛi⸗ 
ſon, and finding there in bondage and miſerp, Priamus the Son of 
King Laomedon, he had pity of him, and ſent Him again to Troy, 
where he was received with great joy of the Trojans, 


c H Ar. VIII. 


How Yercules entred into Thebes in an unknown habit: and how 
he put te death the Giant Lyncug and his Complices, and his 
Wife Pegara. 


V Vi by the Swoꝛd of Lyncus and Andromedus, Thebes 

was taken, Lyncus exerciſed there many tyrannies. Foz 
Andremedus departed, leabing Lyncus there, with four hun⸗ 
dzed men of Mar, to be the City, and to hold it under his 
command, Thus were the Centaures revenged. Juno coming 
into Thebes, re jopted greatly when ſhe found it deſo late, full o? 
| Widows 
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Widows and Oꝛphang, and in the hands of Hercules his enc⸗ 
mics ; then great were the lamentations of Megara: but Am- 
phitrion being nigh her, comfozted her. Lyncus came many 
times to her into the Pꝛiſon, and requeſted her love in the beit 
manner he could. Pet his fair words availed him not, koz he 
found her tonſtant and firm, always herping inviolable her cha⸗ 
ſtity, and gave him many vertuous anſwers, whereof this is one, 
and the laſt ; Lyncus, thou haſt conquered Thebes, and Foztune 
hath given it unto thee, whereby thou haſt enriched thy (clf with 
vices. Thou now haſt power to commit on me murther , but 
thy power, no! thy ſins be not ſo ſtrong, to make my virtue 
bow to thee. Megrrs always bewailed Hercules: ſhe lamented 
{0 much on a dap, that ſhe became all raviſhed, and in a Trance, 
That ſame day, Hercules (being departed from Theſſalonica a 
good while befoze } journeped lo that he entred into the Realm 
of Thebes, att ompanied with many Noble men. He found the 
Country all deſtroyed, And he had not gone far, when it was told 
him, how Lyncus was Lo2d of Thebes : and how he hadflainin 
battel the King Creon, and impꝛiſoned Megars, 

When Hercules hadreccived theſe tydings , he was reple- 
niſhed with anger, and ſaid that he wonld revenge him if he 
might. Then he tloathed him with a Pantle above His Armour, 
and diſguiſed himſcif when he had ſo done he left there his 
fellows, and entred alone into Thebes, and being unknown, pal⸗ 
ſed thꝛoͤugh the Gate, and carried Hinſclf ſo well, that the P82- 
ters let him paſs thꝛough, till he came to the Palace. At the 
entry of the Palace a Soldier came to him, and demanded what 
be ſought there? Hercules caſt away his Pantle, and he took Him 
to his Swoꝛd, and without ſpeaking he gave ſo great a ſtroke to 
the Soldier, that being unarmed he cicft his head from the 
higheſt part down to the ground. Panp other Soldiers that 
were there, ſ&ing the ſtrob e, were afraid, and ran to their Arcs 
and Clubs, and ſome came and faught with Hercules : but he 
ſiroze off their heads, andthen began to rife fo great an upꝛoze, 
that Lyncus heard it: and thinking it had been His Poꝛters that 
had quarrelled: he came running doron unarmed, to make peace. 
Ag ſoon as Hercules perteived him coming out of the hall, he 
dꝛe w unto him with his Sword ready d2awn in his hand . cry- 
ing He. cules, Hercules, and firoke him ſa, tat he cut off his 

; (Ge right 
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right arm, and with the ſtroke he fell to the ground. And he laſd 
upon others, that had no helms on their heads, no? targets on 
their backs : and then they knew it was Hercules. He flew them 
fo thick, that with the blood that ran down, was made a great 
ruſhing, as it had been a River, 

Among theſe things the Gentlewomen of Megara iſſued out 
of the Palace, and went into the ſtreetg, crying with high and 
clear voyces, that Hercules was come again, and that he had 
flain Lyncus, With theſe crpes, all the City rejoyced, and both 
old and young, Wivows, Wives and Paids, ran and took arms 
with great courage, and aſſailed all about the men of Lincus. 
There was a terrible battel , and many people gathered toge- 
ther, men and women againft their enemies. In a little ſpace 
all the City was troubled. When Hercules had put to death 
all that he found in the Palace, excepting Lyncus, whom he 
put in the guard, and keeping of Queen Juno, and of many Gens 
tlewomen that came unto him, he ſpzang into the ſtreets, and 
fhewed his (wozd, and laid down on all ſides, and fought ſo moz⸗ 
tally with the men of Lyncus, all about where he might find 
them, that by the help of them of Thebes, he made all the par⸗ 
ty of Lyncus fall by his Swo:d. Then the Thebans rejopced 
greatly : and Hercules returned into the Palace, unto the place 
where the Ladies kept Lyncus, Then Herculcs ſent to b:eak o- 
pen the dooꝛ of the Chamber which Megara was in, fozaſmuch 
as they could not find the keys, foz they that kept her were 
dead. Megara then full of gladneſs, returned to her Lo2d. Hercules 
role up and would have embꝛaced her: but Lyncus that thought 
on nothing but evil (by the ſecret perſwaſion of Juno) turned 
Him from it, ſaping: Hercules, touch not my Concubine, foz 1 
have known her fleſhly, aud ſhe is the moſt lururious Lady, that 
eber I was acquainted with. 

When Megara heard the crime, the Trattoz charged her with, 
the fell backward into a (won, without ſpea ing a wozd. Hercu- 
tes being full of anger, and thinking Lyncus ſaid true, he ſtroke off 
he head of Lyncus, and with the ſame Swoꝛd that he lew the 

raitoz he put to death Megara, that was with Child, Pet 
the Chzonicles of Spain tell, that he flew not his Mile, but put 
her into a Religious houſe, that he ozdained in Thebes in the 
Temple of Diana, renouncing her company; and. it is ſaid, that. 
this. 
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this was the firſt Religion that eber was in Thebes, Thele 
things accompliſhed, Hercules went, and cok out of Pꝛiſon Am- 
phitrion and Philotes, and departed from thence ſoze grieved ; ſo 
that then, no2 a long time after he ſpake not: and went his way 
at all adventure, accompanied wich Theſeus and Philotes, and the 
Thebans lamented his departure: and he refuſing, they crown- 
ed Layus the Son of Agenor King of Aſſyria, fozaſmuch ag he 
married Jocaſta Daughter of King Creon, 


* 
C HA PYSIX 
How Hercules put to death Laomedon, and deſtroyed Trop the ſe- 
cond time. 


Now, That Hercules, Philotes, and Theſeus, departed from 
Thebes, and went into many Kingdoms ſxking there 
adventures, And paſſing by Lycia where Hercules wag created 
King, on a day, they came into Mirmidonie, unto the Palace of 
King Eſon, whoſe Don Jaſon had enterp2ized to ſail into the 
Iſle of Colchos, and made all things ready. When Hercules 
had been feaſtedof Jaſon, and of Duke Peleus, and knew that 
Jaſon would conquer the Flece of Gold, he pꝛomiſed that he 
would accompany him. And if Foztune would favour him, he 
would adbenture to bꝛing his enterpzize to an end. To be bziek, 
Jaſon and Hercules made ready a god Ship, ſetting out to Sea, 
and renewed not their vickuals, till they came to the Pozt ot 
Troy. And then they could not renew them at the pot, fo2 the 
Ling Laomedon was then in Troy, and had fo:tified marvel» 
loufly the City again: knowing that there was landing at his 
Po2t a Ship full of Greeks, he ſent down a meſſenger, that 
commanded them rudcly, that they ſhould depart thence, and 
that he was enemy to the Greeks. Jaſon (as Captain oi the Ax⸗ 
my ) anſwered courteouſlp the Pellenger of the King Laome- 
don, and paved him that he might have vicuals fo: his money: 
The Þeſſenger anſwered him, Chat he ſhould have none there, 
unleſs he got it with the Sword. Then Hercules could be ſi⸗ 
lent no langer, but woze to the Trojan, That if he might re- 
turn from the voyage that he had enterpzized, he would pet once 
again deſfroy Troy, and not leave one tone upon another. With 
this conclution, tlercules and = departed from Troy, Nr 
2 p 


—— 
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by Foztune they were bought to the Pot of Lemnos, where 
reigned a Quecn named Hyliphile, who warcd amozous of Ja- 
ſon, as is contained in the Yiſto2y of Jaſon. In this Poꝛt of 
Lemnos, Hercules was advertiſed, that thereby was a Ling 
named Phineus, which ſuffered himſelf to be governed by an a⸗ 
varicious woman, Phineus had been married to another woman 
befoze, and by her had two Sons, Theſe two were wongfully 
baniſhed by their ſtepmother : and ſhe was lo covetous, that ſhe 
took fromthe King his weiches, and held greater ſtate than he. 
Hercules hearing thereof, went and ſpatze to King Phine- 
us and to the Quan, and chewed them their vices in ſuch man⸗ 
ner, that the two Childꝛen were called back from exile, and the 
Ling held his eſtate ropal. Then Hercules returned into Lem- 
nos, and ſetting to Sea with Jaſon, ſailcd to the Ille of Cal- 
chos, where Jaſon by the Helpof Medes, conquered the Shcep 
with the fl xce of Gold, and carried it with him into Greece, 
Then Hercules commended ]aſon greatiy among his Parents 
and Friends, and ſpake of the unkindnels of King Lio nedon, 
how he had ſwo:n to deſtroy Troy, fo2 the diſcourteſie that La- 
omedon had offered them. Then they all together with Hercu- 
les, vowed Troy's Deſtruction, and concluded upon the dap of 
their departute, and after made ready thcja ſhips, and other pꝛo⸗ 
viſions. Then Hercules kept his Covenant ſo well, that at the 
day concluded the whole Army put fo:th to Sea, and having a 
gentle Mind, they ſho2tlp arrived at the Pozt of Troy, with 
ſo great an Yoſt, that Laomedon durſt not interrupt their lands 
ing. 

Jaſon was at that time, travelling to ek adventures. Her. 
cules had with him many Noble men, and among others, there 
were with him the King Thelamon, &4jax, the Duke Neſtor, 
Caſtor, Follux, Theſeus, and many Kings and Dukes. At the 
landing of this Pozt (which was of ſtrong entry) Hercules, that 
nothing doubted his enemies, cauſed to ſound the Trumpets and 
Tabo!s, and made ſo great a noiſe with them, that the Walls 
of Troy, and of the Palace echocd therewith, ſo that Laome- 
don ſæing (out of one of his Windows ) the Poſt of his Ene⸗ 
mies, was a great while thinking whether he ſhould go to bat- 
tel againſt them o2 no. So then it happened, that as he was thus 
penſive, he looked toward the Parket place, and law there mo:e 
than 
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than thirty thouland armed men: which enflamed his heart, 
that he went and armed him, and (all his thoughts and penſive 
neſs ſet apart) came to his pcople, whom he dcſiredto do their 
uttermoſt. And after, himtelt truſting in Foꝛtune, iTucd out in⸗ 
to the field in oꝛder of Battel, with good conduc : although he 
ſuppoled Fercules to be in the Army that was landed at the 
Poꝛzt, he marched unto hig enemies, that were oyful at his cem⸗ 
ing. And then began the Greeks and Trojans a hot gkirm.ſh 
with ſuch laughter, that there was many lain. Hercules failed 
not to beat down his encmies, and caſting his eyes on high, c- 
ſpyed the Banner Nopal of Troy: he laid on the right ſide, and 
on the left, with his Club he beat down unmcaſurably ; that Le 
came to the Banner, and finding there Laomedon, he laid on 
him with his Club on his helm, that he picrcedhis bꝛain⸗pan, 
and he kell down dead among many Tro ans: and ended hig mi⸗ 
ſerable life. 

After this he fought ſo valiantly with them that held the 
Banner, that he beat it down; then all the Trojans were dis 
comfited ; and cryied, fix, flœ. With this cry, they began to re- 
tire unto the City, thinking to ſave themſclves, But the Greeks 
purſued them ſo cloſe, that they flew many of them in thcir 
flight. The reſt entred the Citp, ſo troubled for the death ok 
King Laomedon, that thcre was little defence among them. The- 
hmon was the firſt man that entred Troy, and Hercules the ſe⸗ 
cond ; and then Hercules found welt, he was right valiant. Pri- 
amus was not in Troy at that time, but was gone into the Caſt, 
at the commandment of Liomedon , after he was returned 
from Thebes, Foztune having caſt down King Laomedon by the 
ſtrong hand of Hercules, the Grecks entred into llion and Pil- 
laged it, and did Ranſack all the Treaſures of Troy. And they 
too Exione the Daughter of the King, whom He. cules gave uns 
to Thelamon, requeſting him to take her, fozaſmuch as he was 
the firſt that entred the City, And when they had taken all they 
thought good in Troy, fo2 a final vengeance, Hercules beat down 
the Towers and Buildings, and fired them: that they lekt not 


one ſtone upon another. 
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How Hercules and Aﬀer aſſailed by battel tte Cyant Antheon, and 
bow they var quiſhed him in baitel the firſt time. 
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Fter this general dcſtruction of Troy, when the Greeks 
| A departed, and Hercules had left them, the Greeks return, 
ed into Greece with great glozp, and Hercules went by Sea, 
ſxking his adventures, accompanied with Theſeus and Philo. 
tes: and arriving at the Pozt of Alexandria, he found in this 
Poꝛt a great Army. When the Captain ofthe Army ſaw him 
weigh Anchoꝛ, he knew hy the Tnſigns of Hercules, that it was 
he: fo: he had heard him commended above all men, he came 
unto him full of jop, and laid unto him: Lo:dof valour, and trea- 
ſure. of vertue, amongſt the people moft mighty, and among 
Kings moſt reſplendent in all glozious vertue, J ſalute you, and 
requeſt that J map be pour ſervant and friend, and thus ſaying, 
he fell on his knees befoze Hercules, in ſign of humility, he zil⸗ 
ſed the Earth. When Hercules ſaw the ſalutation and behavi⸗ 
our of this man, he tok him by the hand (and lifted him up from 
the ground) ſaluted him, and demanded or him his name - He 
anſwered him, that his name was Aﬀer, Son of Mediace, the 
Son of Abraham, and that in the Armp, none was Captain but 
himſelf, and that the Egyptians, had o2dained him Duke and 
Leader of the Hoſt, to go into Libya, to deſtrop the Countrey 
in revenge of the injuries that the Tyrant Buſire of Libya, had 
done to them, as Hercules well knew, 
_ When Herevles had underſtood the name and affairs of Aﬀer, 
he took him fo2 his friend: and ſaid to him, that he would ac- 
company him to conquer Libya. Affer thanked him, and bꝛought 
him into a rich Ship, where he feaffed him as much as was 
poſſible, Thep hadnot long abidden there, but they went to Sea 
with great gladneſs, fo2 the Egyptians were ſo joyful and glad 
to have Hercules with them, that thep believed verily , rhat 
there might no miſhap come to them. Hercules found in the hip 
of Affer, the Wife and alſo the Daughter of Aﬀer, whoſe name 
was Echee: the was the moſt fair Gentlewoman in the world, 
and poting and freſh. By the daily ſight ok her, Hercules became 
a:n920us of her and required her to be his Wife. Echee an⸗ 
ſwcred, that of her ſelf che might not accozd to his demand: but 
lhe 
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the ſaſd, if F-2tune give me ſo great a grace that J may be pour 
Wife J hall have moze cauſe to thank the Gods, than any de- 
ſert in me. Hercules was well content with the Pamoſel ; and 
by her perſwaſton called Aﬀer, and required him that he would 
give to him his Daughter to be his Wife. Afﬀer thanked Hers 
cules, that he vouchſafed to demand his Daughter: he that was 
the molt excellent of Nobles : and ſaid to him, that he ſhould 
take her and ds with her his will and pleaſure. Hercules eſpouſs 
ed Echee, by the conſent of Affer, and they lay together, paying 
the due debt of Marriage in ſuch wiſe, that Echee conceived of 
the ſed of Hercules, After the marriage, Hercules and Aﬀer 
ſailed ſolong, that they arrived at the Pot of Libya, where now 
ſtandeth Carihage ; and there they took Land in a night which 
was clear, after wards they entred haſtily into the: Countrep, 
and befieged the Cityof Lil bya, without reſiſtance, oz gatnſaying. . 


In this City was then # great Gyant named An theon, very 
great above other Gpants, the molt Frong and puiſlant that was 
in all the parts of Europe, and Libys, Cirene, Tripoly; in all the 
Pountains and Illes, inhabited in theſe Countreys, unto the 
Iſles Foztunate, This King then advertiſed of the coming of 
the Egypiians, waz paſſing angry, and ſwo2e that none of them 
chould return into Egyrr, 

As ſoon then as he might he did canſe his men to arm them, 
and iſſued out of the City with a great company of Libyans, and 
made ſo great haſt to run upon the Egyptians, that he f ept ns 
oꝛder among his people, whereof he took great harm: foz when 
he came to the battel, he found that Hercules had trained his 
people , and. ſet them in two battels, of which he led and con- 
ducted the firſt battel, It hapned ſo, that they of the ſaidrom- 
pany of Hercules, by fozce of ſhot bare themſelves ſo valiantly, 
with ſtrokes, that they bꝛought to death moze than fifteen hun⸗ 
dzed Lybiane. When their ſhot failed, Antheon ſp2ang into the 
greateſt pzeſs, as the moſt valiant, and ſuppoſed well to have 
Skirmtſhed with his enemies: but when Hercules ſaw him tome, 
he laid hands on his Club, and put him fozth befoze.and gave him 
ſo great a ſtroke, that he made his head to bow on the left ide. 
Antheon had his Sword lifted up to have mitten Hercules, 
when he received the ftroke that Hercules gave him, by 2 
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his troke was broken, Nevertheleſs he ſaid between His teth, 
He would revenge him. So he lifted up his Sword again, and 
{t roke Hercules ſo vehemently, that with the Nroke he b2ake his 
Shield. Then Hercules knew that the Gyant was a man of 
great ſtrength, pet notwithſtanding, he lmote him the ſccond 
time with his Club thus Hercules and 4ntheon gave each o- 
ther ſo great ftro*cs, that there came between them of the two 
parties, both Libyans and Egyptians, There was a great noiſe 
of clinking of Swords, and ſounding of the Shields and Helms 
that were bꝛoken, and Þalberds that were diſmailed, Shields 
quartered, and Glaves broken: there was blod largelyſhed on 
doth partirs. Hercules aud Anthecn were parted by foꝛte of the 
p:els. Anthon by great ire (mote without ceaſing upon the ficrce 
Egyptians : Hercules bzoke the Helms largely with his Club, 
and did what he pleaſed with the Libyans, and b2zought ſo ma- 
ny to death with his Club, that in little time he paſſed thzough- 
ont the whole power of King Amheon, many times in his wap 
he covered the earth with dead Libyens. Thefirſt skirmiſh was 
ſtrong and damagable to Antheon : ſo2 one Egyptian that he ſlew 
with his Sword; Hercules with his Club killed ten Libyans, 
About Hercules was nothing but blod, Hercules made the moun⸗ 
tains to rebound with crpes, the companies to tremble, the Li- 
byans to flee back, withlittle gatn. As long as the day endured 
he held the battel valiantly, and about the evening, when Affer 
and Theſeus came to the fight, he beſtirred himſelf in ſuch faſhion 
againſt Antheon that he made him fler, ſo that the Egyprians pur⸗ 
ſued them, 


HA. XI. 
How Yercules took King Atlas: and how he began to ſtudy the 
Sctence of Aſtronomy, and the ſeven liberal Sciences, 


Ow when Hercules ſaw the Libyans flœ before them, he 

A caulſcd to ſound a Retreat fozaſmuch as it was late, and 
with great glory returned into the place that he had choſen to 
hold his Stege at His Wife Echee came to him with open 
arms, and kiſſed him: ſhe helpt to warm him, and bzought him 
freſh water to waſh his face wich, and there was made god chear 
of all the Egyptians. Contrary to this good chear, the Libyans 
| were 
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were in the Tity and made great ſo:row, fo2 they had loft near 
thirty- thouſand men: eſpecially Antbeon made ſimple chear, 
foꝛ he had good cauſe: Hercules had ſo beaten him with his Club, 
that he might not help Himſelf, but went with great pain to 
bed, and with ſozrow ſent foz his Phyſicians and Chirurgeons, 
which came and viſited him, and finding him all bzuiſed, ſaid to 
him that it would be near a month ere they could heal him. An⸗ 
theon conſidered his caſe, ſent and deſired of the Egyptians 
Truce fo2 the ſpace of a month, offering-to ſend them daily a 
certain number of cattel, and a great quantity of victuals. Then 
he commanded all the Kings and Princes that were his Tribu⸗ 
taries, and ſent unto his neighbours, pꝛaping them that they 
would come and ſuccour him with their men of Arms, in the 
molt haſty wiſe they could. This peace ſo made, Hercules be⸗ 
gan to remember him, that befoze time he had heard Philotes 
ſpeak of a King named Atlas, that he was the moſt wiſe man 
and cunningeſt of all the wozld, chat he dwelt na Caſtle ſtands 
ing on the top of a very high Pountain named Atlas, after the 
name of the ſame Ring. In this remembꝛance Hercules being 
tovetous of the ſcience of Arlasg«cafted Ph ilotes and ſaid to him 
that he would go into the Realm of king Atlas, and that his 
intent was to ſeek there his adventure. Philotes anſwered, that 
he could bring him into the Realm, fo2 he knew the Country. 
Then Hercules called Afﬀer, -and Theſeus, and charged them that 
they ſhould alway make good watch. And too; leave of them and 
his Wife, ſaying, that he would haſtily return. This done, 
he and thzee Pariners with Philotes, went unto the Sea ina 
Galley finely made, and ſailed into the Mediterranean Sea: they 
had ſpeedy Wind, and Foztune was good to them. In little while 
they came into the Strait of Gibralter. And then Philotes ſhew⸗ 
ed unto Hercules the Pountain, andthe Caſtle where Atlas was 
at that time abiding, 

When Hercules ſaw the Pountain and the Caſtle, he went 
and took land jopouſly: Then he took his Club, andcommandey 
Philotes and his Mariners to abide them there. So he went 
toward the Pountain, and it happened he met with a man that 
deſcended down from the hill, and he addzeſſed him toward the 
faid man to hear ſome tydings, and demanded of him from 
whence he came - He ſaid, J _ from the Caſtle that ye 

J may 
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may ſee ponder on high. Whither go pe ſaid Hercules ? unto 
the City of Mercely, anſwered the (tranger: the Bing Atlzs 
to whom J am ſervant, hath ſent me thither to publiſh his 
commandment. unte the Citizens, that within ir days they 
ſhould be furniſhed with their Arms, foz to accompany him to 
go.untothe war of the great King of Libya, which requeſted 
inſtantly to have his ſuccour. Wherecfoze if ye will ſerve him in 
his Army, and be his ſouldier, go up and ye will find him in 
his Caſtle ſtudying the ſcience of Aſtronomy, The ſervant of 
King Atlas with theſe wozds went on his way, and Hercules went 
up unto the Pountain, and came to the Gate of the Cattle, 
where he found four Knights that demanded of him what he 
would have ? Hercules anſwered, Yis will was to ſpeak to the 
Ring, foz certain matters that concerned him. The four Knights 
(thinking nothing but good) bzought Hercules within a great 
Hall, wherein were all the men of King Atlas, aſſaying them 
with Swo2ds and Axes, fozaſmuch as they had heard fay, that 
they ſhould goto Wars, and they were all armed. 

When theſe Knights had brought Hercules thither , they 
gave knowledge unto the King, that a ſtrange Gyant asked af/ 
ter him, and would not tell them the cauſeſwhy - Then Atlas 
went down, and found Hercules armed in a Lions gkin, and agks 
ed him what he was - then he anſwered, He was Hercules that 
had conquered Philotes and the Garden with the Shep of thy 
Daughters: J am now come hither fo2 to conquer thee with 
thy Sciences. Wherefoze it behoveth thee that thou do to me 
pbeyſance, and gibe over to help the great Antheon mine ene- 
my, And if thou wilt not do ſo, Arm thee haſtily, and defend 
thee with Arms, and that J command thee: Ik thou wilt not 
conſent thereto by love, J will make thee acco2d thereto by fozce. 
Atlas was erceedingly diſcouraged, when he knew by the mouth 
of Hercules that it was he that had conquered Philotes, and had 
flain the Gyant his fellow, taken his ſep, and alſo newly had 
aſſailed by Mar Antheon, to whom he had pꝛomiſed to give ſut⸗ 
tour: and alſo conſidered, that he willed he ſhould pield himſelf 
to him, his heart then began to ſwell foz anger and pꝛide, and in 
great rage he ſaidto him, © thou pzeſumptuous Hercules, how 
art thou ſo hardy as to come alone befoze me ? thou that J may 
not love - know thou that J have had many a diſpleaſure by the 
outrage 
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dutrage, fo! Philotes was my great frierid : and now thou art 
come to renew this diſpleaſure, and that J picld me unto thee, is 
not mp intention. 

Atlas with theſe wozds went into a Chamber fat by, and com⸗ 
manded that every man fhould arm him, as they did; Hercules 
had alwapes his eye upon him: to the end that he Could not eſs 
cape him, Mhen he was armed he came againſt He. cules, and 
challenged him, After he gave him a ſtroke with his Swoꝛd 
fiercely, With the cry and with the Croke all they of the Foꝛ⸗ 
treſs, aſſailed Hercules. Then he put himſelf in defence, and 
laid about _ mightily by the rigour of his Club,and with twelve 
ſtrokes he flew twelve of his enemies, After he wounded ma 
other, and ſpared long the blood of Atlas. But in the end, fozals 
much as Atlas gave great ſtrokes to Hercules, Hercules (mote 
him upon the Helm, without employing all his strength, and 
gave him a wound in the head, that all aſtonied he bare him to 
the earth. Then they of the Foztreſs durſt no moze adventure 
to aTail Hercules, neither durſt they adventure to relieve Atlas, 
but fled thence out of the Cattle, and Hercules abode there alone 
with Atlas, and the dead bodies, So in the end when Hercules 
ſaw they had given it over, he took Atlas, and made him to cry 
him mercy. Then he went into His ſtudp, and took all his books, 
which he laded upon a Camel, and conſtrained Atlas to follow 
him. And when Hercules had done in the Caſtle all his pleaſure, 
he departed accompanied with Atlas, and with his books, and 
bought him down to the Sea ſide, to the place where Philotes 
ſtaped fo2 him. | 

When Philotes ſaw Hercules come with Atlas, and his books, 
he had great jop, and took acquaintance with Atlas, who was ſo 
ſo:rowful that he could not ſpeak : then they entred into their 
Gallep, and went unto the Sea: Atlas was ſozrowful , and 
troubled with the wound he had in his head. Hercules requeſted 
him inſtantly, that he would teach him his ſcience. Atlas would 
in no wiſe do it at the beginning of his ſozrow ; but when he had 
converſed and tarryed with Hercules, as well foz the bounty 
he ſaw in him, as by the perſwaſion of Philotes, which affirmed 
that Hercules was the moſt noble and vertuous man that ever 
was, he began to teach him all his ſciences ; wherein he learned 
and p:ofited by quick and ſharp wa 2 he attained to all, _ 
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that afterward he became the beſt Philoſopher, and the moſt 
perfect Aſtronomer in all the wozld. . Thus ſtudying, Hercules 
returned with great honour into che Army of Affer, and found at 
his coming, that his Wife had bzought fozth a fair Son, which 
the Egyptians had crowned King of Egypt, where he reigned at. 
terward, and was called Dedon. 

When Aﬀer ſaw Atlas, and knew how Hercules had van- 
quiſhed him, he marvelted much of his pꝛowels which was ſo 
great, and of his wiſdom that attatned to ſuch high things. But 
Hercules bent all his wit and ſtudy to learn the (ſcience, In the 
mean while a little and a lictte the time paſſed, and Antheon 
aſſembled a very great hoſt, and was all healed of his wounds; 
andthe Truce failed and expired, whereat the Egyptians had 
great jop: foz they pet hoped to have vidozy of their enemies. 
And the Libyans hoped to revenge them of the ſhame that Her 
cules hadmade them receive. When the Truce was expired, the 
day following Hercules made ready his battels on the one ſide, 
and Antheon 9o2dained his on the other Ude. Antheon made the 
battels, the firſt of twelve thouſand fighting men, the ſetond 
of twenty thouſand, and the third battel of thirty thouſand. Be 
then oꝛdeined himſelf King and chief Captain of che firſt bat- 
tel: in theſecond, he ozdained the King of Getulie to be Go- 
vernous : and in the third, he made the King of Cothulie, And 
then when he had well ſet them in arrap, and trained them, in 
a moꝛn ing he made them to march joyouſly againſt his enemies, 
— nothing but the hour when Hercules would charge 

Mm. 


CHAP. XII. 


How Mertules aſſembled his battel againft Antheon King of the 
Libyans, which he put to fl ght, and flew the King of Co- 


Ercules had made of his folk two battels, the firſt whereof 

he conducted. Affer and Theſeus guided the other. When 

he law the Libyans march,” which made the greateſt tumult and 

notſe in the world, he went fozth befoze, and his Company fol 

- awed, Then began the Trumpets to ſound, and Lead 
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make great noiſe : the cry was great, they began ſharp'y the 
battel, whereof Hercules and Antheon wave the aſſay by a 
ſwift courſe, - and with ſharp ©wozds, ſmote ſo ſoze together, 
that Ambeon bzeak his ©wozd, and the Jron of the Sword 
of Hercules pierced the Shield of Amheon and his arms on his 
right ſide, by which he had a wound where the blood lpꝛang out: 
Antheon was almolt dead with ſozrow when he felt the ffroke, 
and ſaw that his Swozd Had done but little to Hercules he 
took his Sword, and Hercules took His, and they ſmote each 
other ſo hard that Hercules bare Antheonunto the earth with 
one ftroke, and had flain him, had not the Libyans.runupon 
Hercules on all ſides, they gave him ſo great an aſſault that he 
knew not to whom he might attend, Then Hercules emploped 
his ©wozd upon the Libyans; The Egyptians aſſewbled. them 
eagerly upon their enemies. Antheon relieved himſelf alt a- 
ſhamed of his fall :applyipg all his puiſance and ſtrength to re- 
venge him, not upon Hercules, but upon them of his party. This 
Antheon (mote eagerly on the one ſide, and Heicules on the 0- 
ther. Amheon fqught with great flerceneſs and anger, and Her. 
cules by Proweſs. The fiexceneſs of Antheon was great,, but 
the Prowels of Hercules was ſo exteſſive great, that the Li- 
byans fled him: and when they ſaw him they trembled foz fear, 
at this battel, befoze the word of Hercules afl bloody. Then 
the great routs of the Libyans were ſoze afraid, and tept no ar⸗ 
rap: he (mote off heads, and laid them down to the earth: his 
folk that were deſtroyed by Antheon he gathered together again. 
Me made ſuch wozk that the Libyans had the woꝛſe, and Anthe- 
on ſent haſtily to the king of Cothulie, that he ſhould come to his 
elp. 

e The King of Cochulie at the ſending of Antheon, departed, 
weening to have come to the skirmich: but when Affer and 
Theſeus ſaw him, thep went againſt him, and hindzed him. 
Then began the fight ſo great and moztal, that Theſeus and At- 
fer flewthe King of Cothulie, beat down his Banners, his re-. 
cogniſances, and his Cotuliens, and ſmote ſo ſoze upon their 
bodies, that they went back, and were conſtrained to cry foz 
help. The King of Getulie ſeeing this evil adventure, came un⸗ 
to the reſcue, andfound the Cotuliens diſcomfited , at this com- 
ing the noiſe and trol es began to renew; many a valtant Aa, 
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and many a P2zoweſs was ſhewed there. Pany ſhewed their 
vertue and ſtrength, and manp were flain there. Theſeus did 
marvels, but always the Getulians held them together, and 
fought againſt Theſeus the ſpace of thꝛʒœ Hours, and loſt but a 
few of their people until the time that Hercules bꝛought the army 
of King Antheon to diſcomfiture, and made them fl, to ſave 
themſelves, the Getulians, then were diſcouraged in ſuch wiſe, 
that after they had ſeen the Army of King Antheon diſcomfited, 
they could not life up their Arms to defend them, but were lain 
by little and little: and in the end they were bꝛought to ſuch a 
firaight, that they knew not how to ſave themlelves, Then 
they fled out of the place, diſperſed in the fields, without Caps 
tains 02 Leaders. And Hercules put himſelf fozth in the p:eſs 
befoze all, among them that fled firſt of the Libyans, ſo that he 
came to the Gate of the City with them, and began to mite, ſo 
unmeaſurablp, that he put to death the Libyans flying thither, 
and the Pozters, and all them that did reſiſt him, Alſo he made 
the Egyptians to enter into the Town. And Antheon ſ&ing foꝛ⸗ 
tune againſt him in all points, fled into his Palace, not attompa⸗ 
nied as a King: but went at large to the flelds, by the conduct 
of k. ur Moors only, that bzought him into Mauritanis. 


CHAP, XIII. 
How Hertuleg ſlew Antheon, 


K this manner Hercules and the Egyptians entred into Lis 

bya, and ſubbdued it by fozce of Arms. And 4ntheonfled into 
Mauritania, where he aſſembled new folk haſtily, They of Li- 
byz piclded them all to the merty of Hercules. When Hercules 
had thus daunted them of Libya, and their neighbours, he made 
After King, and named it after- him Africk, and ſaid that he 
fought not fo2 his ingular p2ofit and covetouſneſs, but foz libe- 
rality, and to exalt vertue, O moſt valiant and noble Hercules, 
there was never mau bozn among the Painims moze liberal, 
moze noble, oz moze bertuous, Ye would not be King of all 
the wozld, he was liberal and employed his conqueſt well and 
wiſely, and gave all his gifts adviſedly. When. he had made 
Affer Bing, he enquired what laws they held, and eſtabliſhed a- 
mong 
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mong them the Sacrament of marriage. Foz at that time the 
Women were there, all common, and when it happened that the 
Momen had childzen, they gave to the men after their Phyti- 
ognomies 2: and thus ſaith Ariſtotle in his Politicks. 

Beſides this Sacrament, Hercules ozdained unto the Afri 
cans, that they ſhould kep the Laws of Greece, and with poli⸗ 
tick Government, made the Africans live reaſonably and vertu⸗ 
ouſly, And above all other things, he made them have the 02- 
der of marriage in great reverence, When Hercules had oꝛdain- 
ed all this tydings came to him that Antheon was come again to 
thale him with many Moors that followed him. Then he re- 
turned toward Antheon and the Morians, and (mote them down 
with his Club, ſo deadly, that he made it red with their blood, 
flewthem all and put them to flight ſo cruelly, that Antheon as 
bode alone againſt Hercules, and fought again him body to body 
by great rength , and gave him many frokes hard to bear. 

But Hercules gave him ſo many and ſo large ſtrokes, that the 
Gyant knew not how cs ſave himſelf, and thought to have fled, 
But Hercules that run as ſwiftly as an hozſe,ran after him, and 
embꝛated him in his arms with all his might, and liſted him 
up into the air, and bare him unto the Mauritanes. And when 
he came nigh unto them, he caſt him down deſpicefully to che 
earth, that bꝛuiſed and cruſhed him; Antheon abode there dead, 
And his death turned unto the Moors ſo great abaſhment, that 
they lolt alt their trength, and were lain by great erceſs with- 
out remedy: they loſt there the King Antheon, the King of Mau- 
ritane, the King of Tangie, and many other Kings, and all the ho- 
nourable of the battel: fo2 in the end they all fled, in which flight 
was ta en and ſubdued che Seigniozy of Africk, and the City of: 
Mauritane, 


C HAP. XIV. 


How Hercules and Theſeug fought againſt the two Dꝛmoſels of 
Stythie. 


; I N rememb2ance of this vico;y Hercules made in the field a 
ſtatue of a man lee ping in the place where he had put to death 
Antheon, and under it he buried the body of Antheon. And — 
the 
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the Image, which was made of the bone of an Elephant, was 
ſet up, the neck of the Image began to ſound like as it had been 
a man fleeping, whercfoze the Moors had after ward the ſepulchze 
in great reverence and wozſhiped the Idol. Akter this ſtatue 
thus accompliſht by Hercules, he went by Tingie and Ampeloſie, 
and by many other Countreps, and conquered all the Country, 
that now is called Africk, and gave all to / fler, and Hercules 
returned into Libya, and there he found Echee his wife dead by a 
grievous ſickneſs ; wherefoze he made marvellous great ſozrow, 
Then t fozget this ſozrow, he took leave of King Affer, and 
the Egyptians, and thou to Have departed thence, but as he 
was taking leave, a Dailſfoſel ſtrangely arrayed came unto him 
and ſaid, Xozd of Libya, the Queen of Scyt bia, Ladies of 
Egypt of Cappadocia and ot, A ſia, have ſent me unto. vou: 
which Ladies have conquered the (aid Countries, in taking 
vengeemce of the misfo2tune of their Yusbands now late dead: 
and have abandoned their Country becauſe of the great out⸗ 
rage that Verores King of Egypt made in Scythia, And fozaſ⸗ 
much as pe be of the Linage of the Egyptians, they ſend to pou, 
that ve ſubmit unto their obedience, to do wich you whacthall 
pleaſe them: oz elſe that pou come againſt them in battel, to 
pꝛevent the ſhedding of blood. And they let you know, that they 
have good right to ſubdue pou, and that if there be among you 
two Knights, that againſt two of them will do feats of arms to 
try their lives, they will deliver unto you two Ladies in place 


tonbenient, upon condition, that if the Ladies overcome you, pou + 


ſhall be Holden as vanquiſted, and be at their commandment z 
and if pour men overcome the Ladies, they ſhall be reputed as 
obercome, and ſhall be ſubject. unto you. 

Hercules hearing this meſſage of the Ladies, anſwered the 
Bellenger z Damolel, ſince the Ladies of Scythia be ſo valiant, 
that they have conquered the great Realms of Egypt, Cappado- 
cia, and of A ſis, they may be doubted: Nevertheleſs, to prevent 
the effuſton of blood, and to defend the Afcicans from their bon⸗ 
dage, you ſhall return to them and ſap, That the battel of two 
Knights againſt two Ladies, is agreed unto them, to be done to 
moꝛrow upon the condition that you have ſaid. Then Hercules, 


Aﬀer, and many others p2omiſed to hold theſe things, and did 


great honour unto the Damoſel. 


The 
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The Damoſel having done her meſſage, returned unto the 
Ladies, which were entred a great way in Africk, and told them 
woꝛd fo2 woꝛd the anſwer of Hercules. The principal of all theſe 
Ladies, was Synope, and had two ſiſters ſo expert in arms, that 
they feared no Knight ofthe wozld, the one was named Menalip- 
pe, andthe other Hippolita. Anon, as the Ladies had received 
theſe tydings of the Africans, they had great joy, and holding 
opinion, that Africk was won by the ffrength of Hippolica and 
Menalippe, who did marvels in Arms, they oꝛdained that they 
ſhould fight with the two Knights : and \o they were on the moꝛ⸗ 
row ready in the fields. "4 | 

At the hour that was ordained, Hercules andTheſeus( ſitting 
on two hozſes, with a great company of Africans ) rode into the 
place that the Ladies had choſen to do feats of arms in. There 
were the two Ladies abiding in a fair place armed and well 
mounted on good Steeds, and by them were other Ladies in great 
number. As ſoon as Hercules and Theſeus had efpyed the two Das 
moſoig, t hey made them that followed to ſtand, and ſent unto the 
Damoſels to know what they would do. The Damoſels anſwer- 
ed the two Knights, that they were ready to do deeds of Arms a⸗ 
gainſ them, under the condition of their quarrel, And if they 
were come they would come fo2th. 

Hercules and Theſeus, with this anſwer took their Spears, 
and ſpurred their Yoz\es, and made ſigns unto the Damoſels. 
And they furniſhed with Shields and Spears, ran againſt them 
ſo expercly, that they ſeemedof heaven and not of earth, and at 
the coping of their ſharp Spears the ſtrokes were ſo great on 
both des, that Hippolita and Theſeus bare each other unto the 
carth, in likewiſe did Menalippe and Hercules. The Africans 
marvelled much to ſee the two Pzinces bozn down, and pet the 
Ladies of Scythia marvelled much moze ofthe Damoſels. When 
the knights and the Damoſels found themſelves lying on the 
earth, ſhame {mote them to their hearts, Nevertheleſs each of 
them got lightly up, and with great courage took their Swozdg, 
and appꝛoaching [mote each other fiercely, that the Ladies and 
knights felt the ſtrokes. Hippolica purſued her man Theſeus 
and Menalippe kept her unto Hercules. The ſtrokes of Hippolita 
were great, and did great grief unto Theſeus. Theſeus enfozced 
himſelf rongly to avenge him, and could not well come to his 
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purpoſe. Hercules overcame Menalippe lightly with his Swoꝛd, 
and put her in his mercy, but Hippolita maintained her fozce ſo 
mightily againſt Theſeus, that ſhe had put him to foyle, had not 
Hercules been, that ſaid to htm: Bꝛether, what ſhall this be⸗ 
Where is the Pꝛoweſs of Theſeus ? Shall chat be daunted by the 
Chivalry of a Damoſel - If it be ſo, certainly all men ſhall habe 
ſhame of your diſhonour, 

Theſe woꝛds began to awake again the blood of Theſeus that 
was afoze aſleep, and to lighten his courage, in ſuch wiſe ,thathe 
recovered a new ſtrength, and put himſelf foꝛth, and began to 
ſmite with ſuch fozce, that he made the Damoſel recant, and 
took away her Swozd, and conquered her: whereat the Ladies 
were much grieved, and eſpecially the Queen Synope, which 
then ſent Hercules her arms, in token that ſhe was vanquiſhed, 
praying him that he would reſtoze again the two Damoſels, 
And Hercules took the Arms of the Queen, and ſent to her Mena 
lippe, and made peace with her fo2 the Africans, upon condition, 
that they ſhould give Hippolita in marriage to Theſeus, wh wag 
amo2ous of her So then the Wedding was made in Africk 
with great honour. And the Ladies hearing of che marvellous 
Aas of Hercules, pꝛaiſed him, and held themſelves happy to be 
vanquiſhed of him. 


CHAFT. XV: 


How Hercules began to wax amorous of Dejanira, and how A- 
chelous ind Mertules had battle the one againſt the other, and 
how Achelous was vanquiſhed. 


Ar the conqueſt of theſe Ladies, Theſeus took leave of 
Hercules and of Affer, and returned into his Country, to 
bzing home his Lady; and then went Hercul:s to Colcedonis, 
which lyeth oppoſite to Achais, and Arcadia, to ſee a fair Lady 
of extellent beauty, that he had heard greatly recommended by 
a Calcedoni in that was in his company : By Sea, and by Land, 
he came into Calcedonia. The King of that place had to name 
Oeneus, and had two Daughters, the one named Dcjanira, and 
the other George. D janira was the faireſt, and that was ſhe 


that Hercules came to ſee, When O:neus had knowledze that 
: Hercules 
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Hercules came into his Country, he had great jop, and received 
him, embzacing him ſo honourably, as was poſlible. Jn entring 


into his Palace, the Queen and his two Daughters, George and 


Dejanira welcomed Hercules. Incontinent as Hercules caſt his 

eyes upon Dejanira, that was the fairef woman that ever he 

ſaw He felt himſclf marvellouſly raviſhed. This deſire en⸗ 

tred into Hercules all full of rapes of Love, piercing into his 

— as ſuddenly as the rapes of the Sun paſſeth thzough 
als, 

Dejanira had ſo much beauty, and was ſo well accompliſhed, 
that to her might be made no compariſon, not only in beauty, 
but with her in wiſdom and bounty. She was the molt pꝛe⸗ 
cious. treaſure of Calcedon's and thither came many Ladies, 
Gentlewomen and others. Yer neighbours were all amozous of 
her, and eſpeciallp King Achelous, that was ſtrong and puiſſane, 
This King had great ſeigniozy, and marched though the Realm 
of Calcedonia, But when Hercules had been there a ſpace, paſs 
ling the time jopouſlp, in beholding the behaviour of Dcjanira, 
it hapned on a day that the Peſlenger of King Achelous, came 
to Oeneus, and ſaid to him, that Achelous demanded if he would 
give him his Daughter, and that if he would not give her to 
him at this time, he would moleſt his Country, andmake him 
war. At this meſſage, Oeneus was troubled, and anſweredthe 
Pellenger, That on the mozrow he would give him an anſwer. 
All that day Oeneus was penſive and abode alone: and to paſs 
his melancholy, he came to Hercules, When Hercules ſaw him ſa 
penſive, he adjured him earneſtly that he ſhould tell him the cauſe 
of his penſiveneſs ; who told it him and ſaid, Lozd Hercules, ſince 
it pleaſeth you to know of my gricf, J will tell you the cauſe. 
There is here by a King mp neighbour, named Achelous, great 
and fierce, which hath many times deſired to have to his wife Des 
janira my Daughter; J have not been willing to accoꝛd the Pa- 
riage, fozaſmuch as J know this King a man of evil life. And foꝛ 
this cauſe J have had many menaces of him, and alſo this day 
Peſſenger is come again to me, and he hath ſaid, that if J give 
him not my Daughter at this time, he will make war. Surely 
Hercules, if ye ſce me penſive, it cometh to me by this occaſion, foz 
J have not pet given him his anſwer, but J mult give it him to 
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Nevertheleſs, A have concluded in mp ſelf, that J will not 
give unto him my Daughter. Andnow-when ſee verily, that 
by the refuſe of my Daughter, it muſt needs be that war will 
enſue ; know well, that J am diſpleaſed; foz war is the eternal 
deſolation of the Countrey, perdition and waſt of the people and 
goods. 

Sir ( (aid Hercules) it is needful unto a man that he take and 
bear alt that Foꝛtune will. As ye (ay, war is not encreaſing of 
people but diminution: pet by that ertremity, it is erpedient 
that a man refopce in his right. Night comtozteth the courage 
of a man, and the courage ofa man comfozted, b2ingech *'mof- 
tentimes to glozious bictozy, A bꝛute beaſt dilgarniſhed of rea- 
ſonable wit, fighteth koꝛ his neſt with his claws, and with his 
teeth. What ſhall a man ſenſible and endowed with wit, and rea- 
ſon, do with any aſſault namely in his own Land and Terri⸗ 
tory ) Nature willeth and inftructeth, that where cozpozal foꝛte 
faileth, vigour and virtue of courage, wozketh, and that they 
fight fo: their Countrey. Take Courage then in your right, and 
tell pour enemies : ye have received me wozſhipfully, and in re- 
ceiving theſe tidings, J will help you ik it be need, and I ſuppoſe 
if 4chelous aſſail you, he ſhall repent him. 

With thefe wo2ds the King Oeneus tomkoꝛted himſelf great, 
iy, and the dap dꝛew over. On the mozrow Oeneus called the 
meſſengerof Achelous and ſaid to him, he ſhould come no moze 
£9 demand his daughter, foꝛ that he was not minded to give her 
o his Maſter: and furthermoze tf he moved war againſt him 
fo: this cauſe, he had intention to defend Himſelf unto the death 
of the laſt man of his people. The Peſſenger returned with 
theſe woꝛds, and told them to Achelous: and: all that he found 
with him. Achelous wag not content with King Oeneus, and as he 

that was overmuch ſmitten with the love of Dejanirs, began to 
aſſemble his men of Arms, with an intent to make war on King 
Oeneus, andto take from him his Daughter. Hercules was then 
in Calcedonia, and oftentimes he was with Dejanira in gra- 
tious conferences, Me found her ſo well addzeſſed in all honeſt 
manners, that all the day he was molt part with her, in the 

night he did nought but dꝛeam and think on her: howbeit he ſaid 
nothing thatconcerned his amorous deſires, willing firſt to ſhew 
them His power in Arms. It hapned on a dap he — 

0. 
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dow that was by the Garden of Dejanira, and caſting his eves 
down he ſaw Dejanira, that ſate upon a green place, accompanicd 
wich many Ladies and Oentlewomen. Zhen he let all his mind 
to contemplate the excefſive beauty of her. After he deſired her, 
ſaping, O Dejanira thou that haſt not the pꝛerogative to 
know the hearts and thoughts of men, ik J chould lap to thee 
the tenth part of the Love and peſire J have to thee, thou couldſt 
not believe it. J have gone many a Country, and ſeen many a 
Realm, and many a Treaſure, J have deſired many a thing. 

But of all, to come to my wilhed bliſs, J was never in ſo great 
thought as J am koꝛ to get your Love. The ſame hour that Her- 
cules ſpake by himſelf, Dejanira was not idle: ſhe. had Hercules 
in her remembꝛante, and in her heart, then being rich in the 
points of Love ſown between variations of hope and deſpair, che 
was lurpꝛized in all her veins with the heat of that fire that 
burneth amoꝛous hearts. This fire was hard to quench, 02 to 
cover the right piercing ſparkle. She lay down then upon the 
graſs and began to ſay in her mind; Alas, Hercules, what ſhall 
Dejanira do: ſhe cannot come to attain pour Love, J was wont 
not to deign to beholda man, andthen ſaid, that neither Prince 
noꝛ King ſhould have my Love. Now am J in another mind, and 

deſire no other thing, but that J ſhould be pour Mike, J had ſup⸗ 

poſed to have remained and continued a pure Uirgin, and J on- 

ly was diſdainer ok men, contrary to the requeſts and admoniti- 

ons of the Ladies : theſe be now far other tydings. With theſe 

wozds ſhe ceaſed a little, and began to think on many other 

things. At this point as the thought on Hercules, and Hercules 
on her, tydings came thither, that Achelous was coming to be- 

ſiege the City, by land and by ſea, and that he was very near. 

Fo? theſe tydings aroſe in the Palace a great murmuring, that 
came tothe ears of Hercules and of Dejmira: their ſpirits were 
troubled in ſuch faſhion, that Hercules left to behold Dcjanira, 

and then ſhe left to think on Hercules, and both went to che King 

Oeneus. 

Anon as Hercules came unto the Bing, the King ſaw him, 
and ſaid to him, that his enemies were very near the City, Her⸗ 
cules anſwered jopoully, that it behoveth to go feaſt them: and 
willed that he put his people in arms. At this anſwer of Her- 


cules, the king did ſound to Arms, and with his ſound all Cal⸗ 
cedonia + 
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cedoniz was moved and each man made him ready, Hercules 
and his Greeks were ready in a little (pace. The Calcedonians 
aſſembled by great companies in the Palace. When they were 
aſſembled, the King and Hercules bzought them into the field, 
and Hercules put them in oꝛder; that done he didcauſe them to 
march, the Calcdonians and Grecks, and each party approached 
ſo nigh, that there was nothing to do but to mite. Hercules 
made two batcalians, the firſt with his people, the other with 
Calcedonians. When they came to the point to meet, He: cules 
went to the Calcedonians, and in the p2eſence of the King, ſaid 
to them, Loe here ye map ſ& pour enemies that ſet little by you, 
foꝛ they come in to pour K oꝛdchip to aſſail you, J pꝛay you that 
the great courage of them abate not pour courage. Pe ought 
herein to have the fierceneſs of a Lion, the puiſſance of an E⸗ 
lephant, and be greedy as a Griffon, to deliver you without end, 
from the fierce enmity of the King Achelous, in keeping pour 
Country, your Dominion, your Honour, your Treaſures, pour 
Wives, pour Childzen, and that moze is, pour lives, Be pe then 
ftudious to do well, be ye enflamed with deſire oz vengeance, be 
pe tovetoug of glozy. Ik pe ſhew not pour ſelves valiant at this 
time, ye map not have any thing but beggary, oz ſervitude to 
death: foꝛ pour enemies will do unto you all the evil they can, 
ik they have victozy over pou, Theſe wozds wzought in the 
Hearts of the Calcedonians, and gave them marvellous courage, 
And all they with good will deſired the battel. When He: cules 
had finiſhed his erhoztation, he went to the batcel : foz it was 
come to the point to fight. Then there were great crics on the 
one ſide and on the other, Tabozs, Trumpets, Clarions, Yars 
neſs and Weapons, began to ſound : Knights began to ſtir at 
the entry of the battel. Hereules and the Greeks ſhot, and drew 
largely upon their enemies, and made Achelous, abaſhed, foz⸗ 
aſmuch as he hopednot to have found ſo great reſiſtance with the 
Calcedoni ns. Then they caſt their eyes upon the Banner of 
Hercules, and ſccing the great Lion that was painted therein, 
they began to imagine that there might be Hercules, of whom 
was ſpoken th2oughout the Wo:ld, fox his vertues, and his 
ffrength. 

When they were thus imagining, the ſhot failed, with great 
laughter of the party of Achelous. When the ſhot was lo fail- 
ed, 
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td, Hercules took his Swozd and went up and down among 
them of Achajz, that were in the feaſt front of the battel of -4- 
Chejous, and there made an hole ſo great, that the Calcedonians 
andthe Iconians won upon them at the firſt joyning, and made 
the other party go back, whercof achelous had great ſozrow : 
he took to him twenty Knights, which were choſen and came and 
ranged with them there, where Hercules ſcattered and bzake the 
battel of the Achajans. There he appꝛoved his courage luſtily. 
Now this ſtrong Gyant and his Bozſemen fought valiantly, but 
the Greeks and Hercul.s dyed their Swoꝛds with their blood, 
and the ſtrife was ſo great, that men might ſer nothing elſe but 
heads and arms fly in the field, Hercules ſmote no ſtroke but it 
was the death of one of his enemies. Achelous in like manner 
ſfroke fo2 Croke, ſmote down one of the Iconians, The reſidue of 
their folk did the beſt they could, pet could not the Achajans con⸗ 
found and put back their adverſaries, howbeit they were al- 
ways four againf one: and the Iconians were in great number, 
and they had always freſh ſupplies ſent them. In this manner 
the two puiſſants fought together moze than four hours. Love 
wꝛought ſoze there, in Hercules and in Achelous, both of them 
made their Swoꝛds to flouriſh covered with blood. They met ok⸗ 
tentimes and ſmote each other, but never durſt Achelous abide 
befoze the Swo:dof Hercules, foz the hozrible ſtrokes that he law 
Hercules give, but he put him in the p!eſs ag ſoon as he had an⸗ 
gred him. 

In this battel, Hercules perfozmed wonders, and Oeneus 
took a great pleaſure to behold him: but the Achaians had 
therein diſpteaſure, foz they that ſaw him, were no moze aſſured 
to eſcape the death than he that fxlcth the ſwozd in the hand of 
a Tyrant. There received no man a ſtroke of him, but he abode 
in the place; he made ſo great a laughter that no man can well 
wꝛite it. In the end King Oeneus with all his Calcedonians 
came to the battel : in his coming the Achajzns recctved loſs 
upon loſs. and peril upon peril, TheKing Oeneus made many 
of his enemies to dye. Hercules ſhewed hls puiſſance moze and 
moze: by his well doing he put the Achajans all out of array, 
and after unte flight, and the loſs of the field turned greatlp 
unto the damage of King Acbelous : fo; Hercules chaſed him 
 Hamefullly into his ſhips, and made him to loſe twelve thouſand 
f cha1ns, CHAP, 
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CHAP, XVI. 
How Hercules put to the worſt the King; Achelous, and how he 
eſpouſed Defanira, | 


A2 this victory, when Hercules (aw that Ring Achelous 
ſaved himſelf by the Sea, he called King Oeneus, and 
ſaid he would purſue his Enemp, and deliver the world of him: 
after which an hundzed of his choſen men took leave of the King 
Oeneus, and went to Sea, following atter Achelous, recom- 
mending him to George, and Dejanits. In the Night, Oeneus 
after the departing iof Hecrules returned into Calc donia, and 
told his Wife and h s Daughters, the High p2oweſs that Her 
cules had done in the battel, how he Had chaſed his Enemies 
and gone after with two hundꝛed men. The Ladies George and 
Dejanira were right joyfull of the bictozy, but it grieved them 
ſoze that Hercules with ſo little a company purſued Achelous: 
and above all other Dejanira was greatly vexed at the enter⸗ 
puze of Hercules, ſo ſoze that ſhe went into her Chamber, and 
was conſtrained to wxp, and not to have jop in heart until the 
return ot Hercules. Now to return unto the purpoſe touching 
Hercules, when he was put to the purſuit of Achelous, he en- 
tred into his Realm and followed him ſo nigh, that he was con- 
ſtrained to withdzaw Himſelf into a Krong Caſtle ſtanding by 
the Sea, Hercules beſteged Achelous in his Caſtle. When As 
chelouz ſaw that Hercules purſued him with ſd little a com 
pany, as with two hundꝛed men only, he called his leaders of his 
men, and among other things told them, that it was a ſhame to 
ſniffer themſelves to be beſieged with ſo little a number of peo⸗ 
ple. They anſwered he ſaid truth : andconcluded the ſame hour 
to iſſue out, and raiſe rhe ſiege, and fozthwith they ſounded to 
arms with ſhoꝛt counſel, Jt was not long after that they iNued 
out of the Caſtle, but Hercules e:pying them, knew that they 
came to the battel, He ſet His men in array, and went alone to 
his enemies, as he that d ubted nothing. When Achelous ſaw 
him rome, he began to make a great ſight, and cryed unto his 
pecple upon him: ſaying that it was he with the Club that had 
t haſed him out of Calcedonia, and pꝛomiſed great gifts unto them 
chat belaboured Him with ſtrokes. But when his folk knew 


that 
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that it was Hercules, they made courteſie each to other to go be⸗ 
foe, and trembling as the leaf on a Tre, they durſt not abide 
the weight of his Club: but without ſmiting of any Croke tur⸗ 
ned their backs, andfled unto the Caſtle, 

Achelous ſœing the behaviour of his folk, and the fear that 
they had of Hercules, thought that he should have dyed fo2 ſ02- 
row: ſo he went and entred again with them ints the Caſtle. 
And Hercules returned with his people, laughing at the po; 
dealing of his enemies, Hercules began to think on Dejanira, 
and Achelous began to imagine how he might annop the Calce- 
donians : he had there one of his Captains, that ſaid unto him: 
Sir, ye know well that your ſtrength, may not compare unto 
the ſtrength of your enemies: We are ten againſt one, but 
that may nothing help us ; fo: the mighty Gyant that is with 
them, is enough to bury us all, and deſtroy pour Realm. Con- 
ſider ye then, ſince it is 1s that open puiſſanre and plain ſtrength 
may not be uſed at this time, it is erpedient to imagine ſome 
ſubtilty, to grieve the Calcedonians, and it is my adbice that 
there ſhall be made a great flaming light in the Sea, ſuch as J 
hall well deviſe, ſo as by that means they that have beſte Ted us 
may be deceivedlightly. This flaming light muſt be bp nigh, 
and it ſhall be great and fo2cible : we will make it ſecretly : as 
ſoon as our enemies ſhall ſce it, they will leap out of their Tents 
and go unto the Sea to ſee the marvel, peradventure without a- 
ny Arms, foz they dꝛead us not, and then we will ſet on them, 
and ſhall find them unfurniſhed and unp2ovided of their Arms, 
and conſequently it may enſue, that of them all we ſhall make a 
notable riddance. 

When Acbelous heard this counſel, it ſcemed to him good, 
and he would that it were effected in ſich manner as he had de- 
viſed. The deviſoz did make an hundzed Toꝛches, which were 
finiſhed in fifteen days. During theſe fifteen days, H.rcules aſs 
ſailed many times the Caſtle, where Achelous was, but he 
might never do any thing thereto, fo2 the Fo2treſs ſtood upon 
the Sea, and in a ſtrong Countrey, and could not be gotten by 
aſſault, and Achelous could have ſuccours from no part: foꝛ, be⸗ 
tween this Caſtle and Achajx was a great Countrey. When 
the fifteen days were paſſed and the To:ches were made, on a 
night when it was peaccable from wind and ſtozm, they that 

9 carried 
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/ 
carried the Torches iſſued out of the Caſtle, four ok them unto 


the Haven, where was left but one little Boat which was on 
ground, and had not long time before put to the Sea. And if he 


demand where the Ships were become that Achelous bzought 


to this Poꝛt, J ſay that Hercules had cauſedto tate them, and 
ſent them to the Sea, to the intent that Achelous, ſhould not 
eſcape him, no2 take away the Ships by night. The Achajuns 
then came to this little Boat lying on the ground, and plped 
them that they bzought in afloat on the Sea, as ſecretly as they 
could, and entred therein, with all that to them was necefary, 
King achelous, put himſelf in ambuſhment with a thouſand of 
his men nigh unto the pate where he thought the Calcedoni- 
ans would go out to ſe the light that ſhould be made. And when 
they that were in the Sea, knew that it was time to light their 
Tozches, they ſet them on fire, and put them round about the 
MPaſt, wherein were made as many holes, as there was Toz- 
ches, Andſoas they imagined, they did. The Knights that 
kept the watch of the hoſt of Hercules ſaw it, and ſoze marvel 
ing at this light, awakened Hercules and their fellows, and ſhew- 
td them the light. As ſoon as Hercules ſaw the b2ightneſs of 
the Toꝛches, he would know what it was: and then appꝛoached 
the bank of the Sea, and his company with him, and had not 
been long there, when King Achelous did cauſe to light an hun- 
ded Tozches that he had p2ovided, and after he iNued out of his 
ambuſhment with his thouſand men, and ran upon Hercules, 
and aflailed him and all his men ffercely. But when Hercules 
ſaw them diſcover themſelves, he ſet his people in oꝛder in the 
beſt manner he could, by the light of the Stars, and received 
his enemies couragioufip, where began a right dolozous battel: 
foz the one ſmote upon the other very furiouſlp, and there were 
many wounded and dead. The skirmiſh was great, Achelous 
thought to come at unawares, but he was valiantly reſiſted, and 
loſt many of his men; and Hercules met Achelous, and ſmote 
him on the Belm, that he foundzed, and it gave him a wound on 
his head, that the blood guſhed out: and mozeover, he took him, 
and delivered him to twelve of his men toßeep. There were 
great cryes, and great abundance of ſtrokes of Swozds. Then 
were the Tozches quenched , and put out by the fozce of the 
imiting of the 4chajans, which deſired greatly to * - 
308; 


— — — 


AA—RGCLT UTSGATTHEE SS HEETRSESGS? SSSSTSS 


6 ¼Fßᷓ— DEE on a... A. 38 @@, @DX= 


The Deſtruction of Troy. 59 


Bing: and ſo they abandoned their lives in the heat. But when 
their To2ches were quenched, by little and little, they began 
ts cool them, and withdꝛaw them, foz they ſaw nothing at all. 
When they were withd2zawn, Hercules, aſſembled his folk, and 
laid to them, That he would aſſail to take the Caſtle, and that 
they ſhould follow him hazdily and fiercely : and anon, when he 
ſaw his enemies return unto the Caſtle, he ran after and ſtaped 
them, and put Himſelf in the thickeſt of them, ſmiting with his 
Club on the right ſive and on the left, he made a right large 
place. And by this way he led his people unto the Gate of the 
Caftle, where he entred with them that fled, and there made ſo 
great a laughter of his enemies, that with little refiſtance, 
the ſame night he put to death twelve hundzed, and the other 
fled into the City of Petrace, from whence they were. In this 
battle; and the battle that had been in Calcedonia, all the men 
of Achaja were ſlain, except four hundzed which ſaved them⸗ 
ſelves by flight. Foz Achelous had taken all his men with him, 
his Countrey and his City Petrace, was all deſtroyed. When 
Hercules had taken the Caſtle, afterward he went into the City 
of Petrace ;and entring into all places without reſtſtance. 
he ſet this Realm into the hands of King Oeneus, and he tar- 
ried not long after he had ſubduedthis Realm, but returned, as 
haſtily as he might, to ſee Dejanira: and there he was received 
with ſo great glo:y, jop and triumph, that no man can rehearſe 
noꝛ wiite. 

The Poets repozt this conqueſt that Hei cules made upon A- 
chelous , feigning that Achelous fought firſt in likeneſs of a 
man: and being vanquiſhed, he after changed himſelf into a 
Serpent. This is to be underſtood, in ſubtilneſs and in malice,as 
he did in aailing Hercules by night. To conclude, he fought in 
the likeneſs of a Bull, and Hercules bzake one of his hozus : 
that is to be underffood, that at laft Achelous was as fierce as a 
Bull, foz p2ide and ſoꝛrow that he was taken: and Hercules 
bꝛake his horn, that is to be underſtood, he bzake and deſtroyed 


his Realm. 
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CHAP, XVIII. 
How Nelſus took Dejanira from Yercules, when he paſſed with 
her over the River:and how Yercules ſlew Reus with an Arrow, 


(_ was the feaſt that King Oeneus made fo: the vio- 
ries that Hercules had atchieved, upon King Achelous : fot 
he feared him paging ſoꝛe. Hercules at his coming pꝛeſented to 
him Achelous and his Realm, and (aid to him, that he ſhould 
have it without any denial. The King Oeneus ſent King 4, 
chelous into exile, and acknowledged himſelf greatly behold- 
ing to Hercules, whom he honoured marvellouſly, Then Her- 
cules took to his heart again amo20ous conceits : in like manner 
did Dej mira, ſhe had ſoveraign joy to (ee Hercules, and deſired 
none other thing, Not to be tedious, when Hercules had been 
there a ſpace, he required King Oeneus that he would give him 
his daughter to wife. Oeneus agreed, and accoꝛding to him, and 
Dejanira conſented with better will. The Medding was ſo⸗ 
lemnized pompoullp, and then went to bed and lap together. 
Soon after, when Hercules ſaw that his Father in law had his 
Realm in peace, he took leave of the King Oeneus, and depart- 
ed from Calcedonis, with Dejanira and his people, to gs by 
land into his Realm of Iconia. Hercules had always in his 
journep Dcjanira by him: he loved her excedingly, and had 
great ſolace in her beauty; andif he had not ſtudied with Atlas, 
he could not have abſtained him from beholding her beauty. Jn 
paTing the time pleaſantly, in the manner that fol do that be 
new Married, Hercules journied ſo far, that he came to a 
quarter of Theſſaly, where the River of Hebenus runneth, and 
arrivedon this River, which was deep and bzoad, running impe- 
tuouſty, and had neither b:idge no2 plank to paſs over, but 
there was a Centaure named Neſſus, that ſpent there his life, 
by the means ofa little Boat, in which he carried the people o⸗ 
ver the River. 

When Hercules had found this Neſſus, he came to him, and 
demanded of him how he and his folk might paſs the River - 
Neſſus knew Hercules ſince the time he had vanquiſhed his fel 
lows at the Wedding of Pyrothus, anſwered that he might not 
zalsthe River, but by his little Boat, And if he would * 
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he would with good will do him the pleaſure to ſet him over. 
Hercules thanked Neſſus, foz as much as he ſaw that the boat 
was but little, and the time was diſpoſed to rain, he would 
that Dejanira and her Damoſels ſhould paſs firſt. Dejanira and 
her Paidens entred into the Boat. Neſſus rowed, and in the 
rowing he beheld Dejanira, and looked on her ſo mich, that her 
beauty raviſhed him. Foz as ſoon as he was come over on the 
other fide, he told Dejinira, ſhe ſhould be his Wife, and catching 
hold on her, he took her on his ſhoulders, and bare her awap: 
wherefo:e Dejanira and her Damoſels made great cryes. Her- 
cules ſ&ing that the old Gyant bare away Dejanira, which he 
would reſiſt to his power, bent his Bow, and ſhot an Arrow up- 
on the Gpant, with ſo great cunning, that he ſmote him on the 
right ſide unto the heart, and gave him his deaths wound, The 
Bow of Hercules, was ſo great and ſtrong, that no man could 
bend it but himſelf. Neſſus by the wound that Hercules gave him, 
began to feel the appzoaching of Death, and to ſuffer ſharp an⸗ 
guiſh, he ran a great while after unto a Ualley, where he fell 
down, and conſidering that his lite had no recovery, he employed 
the end of it, to imagine how he might do diſpleaſure to Hercules, 
calling to remembzance, that he had a moſt terrible and moztal 
poyſon about him, he ſaidto Dejanira in great malice : Fair La- 
dy, the Love of pou hath cauſed me to receive the death, which 
diſpleaſeth me not ſo much, as that Hercules ſhall enjop pou, who 
deſerve a far wozthier man. Hercules is no true Husband but 
the unfaithfulleſt to his Wife that ever was. + Fozaſmuch as 
I have ſingular pity of you, and pour heauty conſtraineth me to 
do you pleaſure, I will give you here a pzecious thing, it having 
ſuch vertue, that if you boyl it with one of the ſhirts of Hercules 
with the blod that runneth out of my wound, and give the ſhirt 
to Hercules, that he wear it, he ſhall never after Kobe anp other 
woman no2 Lady but you. 

And with theſe wozds the Gyant took the popſon, and tempe- 
red it with his blood, and wound it in a linnen Cloath, and gave 
it to D jmira. The fooliſh Dejanira giving credit to the wozds 
of the Gyant, took the popſon. The Gyant charged her, that no 
man ſhould touch it bare; ſaving then it would loſe its virtue 
after the touching; and with that, he gave up the Ghoſt, and dy⸗ 
ed pitiouſip, ſo Dejanira eſcaping ſately from hig hands — 
poſed 
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poſed that ſhe would keep that poyſon ſecretly at all adventure, 
to help her (elf, if it were need. Mhile thele things paſſed be- 
tween Dejanira and the Gpant, Hercules was much perplered 
fo2 Dejanirs, As ſoon as he had ſmitten him on the right ſide 
with his Arrow, he uncloathed himlelf, and cat his Gown, his 
Harneſs, and Club, over the Water, by His great ſtrength, and 
leaping in, ſwam over unto the other fide, then as he put on his 
rayment, Dejmnira (again accompanied with her Damoſels ) 
came to the River, furniſhed with chat venemous poyſon. When 
Hercules ſaw De janira return, he imagined that he had Cain the 
Gyant, and demanded where the Traitoz was. Dejanira anſwers 
ed not at fir to this his demand, but ſaid unto him: Alas my 
Lo2d, in what peril have J been - What oppzeNion - What de- 
ſpair of joy hath oppꝛeſſed my heart? The traches of mine 
Arms where pet is ſæen the pzint of the hands of the Gyant, 
ſhew in what diſpleaſure J have been: The curſed glutton Gp- 
ant bare me-untothe depth of a deep valley, where death appꝛoa⸗ 
ching by the ſtroke of your Arrow, made Him to fall down, and 
he would never let me go until the laſt tight of death. SurelyY 
have ſuffered a great jeopardy, but thanks be to the Gods, Ince 3 
have found pou again, J am ſufficiently avenged of mine enemy 
whom J have ſen dye miſerably. 


CHAP. XVIII, 
How Hertules fought againſt Ypdra, che Serpent of the Moor 
Lerna, and ſlew him, 


Hun and Dejanira Having kiſſed each other, Hercules 
went unto the place where the Gpant lay dead, and foꝛal⸗ 
much as he found him depzived of life, he let him lie there to the 
beaſts and birds, and took his Arrow that lay by Him. This was 
the Arrow that Achilles was flain with after in the Temple of 
Pherbus in Troy, foz the tobe of Polixene, Then Hercules and 
Dejanira came again to the River, and Heicules ſet over hig 
men, and went from that place to the City of Lerna. The King 
of the City did great honoar to Hercules, receiving him as hoy 
nourably as he could, Among divers talk, Hercu es demanded 
tydings of him. The King anſwered, That he knew no other, 
but that in a great place there abode a monſter, half a man, — 
Ja 
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half a Serpent, that murthered many of his Realm. Foz he 
ſaid, that all the men, women, and child:cn this monſter can find, 
he flayeth with his tail chat is envenomed, with his cla ws and 
teeth deſtroying and devouring all. And lo it will come to vaſs 
that this Countrey will be deſolate,foz neither Labourers oz Per⸗ 
chants dare go by, with leſs company than two hnnd2eo 
men: and ik they be leſs, the Ponſter aaileth them, like as he 
hath done many others. 

Hercules was paſſing glad and joyful of theſe tydings, and 
ſaid to the Ring: Sir, J have laboured hitherto fo2 the Com- 
mon weal of many Reatms, and yet Have J the will to per- 
ſevere, and do the works of vertue. Know pe then, ſince Jam 
here arrived, J will do ſomewhat fo: the weal of this Country, 
as J have done fo2 many other. And J have intention tomoz- 
row to do my uttermoſt endeavour to travel towards the mon- 
ſer, to abide the adventure of vanquiſhing him, oz to be vanquiſh- 
ed ol him. This Ponſter was called Hydra, fozaſmuch as he 
deweled in the Waters. When Dejmita heard the enterpꝛize 
pfHercules, that he wouldgo alone, and abandon himſelf in fo 
great peril, ſhe began to weep, and make ſo great ſozrow, that 
no man could appeaſe her, no2 make her tint her weeping. Her- 
cules, comfozted her the beit he could, { did Atlas and Philotes, 
and ſhewed her the glozious deeds of Hercules, to give her hope 
in this adventure. But all could not avail, the ſo loved Hercr- 
les with all her heart and might. She required em with her 
eyes charged full of tears, that he would abſtain from ſo high 
an enterpꝛize, ſaping, that it was no wiſdom foz a man to ex⸗ 
poſe himſelf to ſo eminent dangers, and that God had ſent the 
Montter into the Country, to cozrec and chaſtiſe the people. 
Notwithſtanding Hercules was very ardently in love with her : 
pet her tears that ſhe wept, no2 her pzayers noz her reaſons, 
could cauſe Hercules to bzeak His purpoſe, nor leave off the ad- 
venture. But early in the mozning he cloathed him, and de- 
parted from Lerna, and took his way towards the Paz, wherein 
was the Ponſter. 

his Pooz was long, and thzee Piles in compaſs, as the 
Chꝛonicles of Spain rehearſe, and all environed with Foun- 
taius that ſprang out of the high Mountains In the midſt of 
this Plain was a great Late. wherein dwelled the Hydra on 
Np. 
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dry land. When Hercules was come unto this place, the Hydra 
that never lept with both eyes , had alwaps the neck out- 
ftretchedon high, and the ear open, eſpying him, ſuddenly came 
againſt him running with great foꝛce. Hercules abode, when he 
eſpied the marvelous Ponſter, and had great pleaſure to ſee 
him: He was ten foot high, and had as long a tail ; he was foul 
and covered with hair: He had his body armed, and his right 
hand held a naked Swoꝛd, and in his left he carried a Shield. 

Hercules thus beholding Him, ſuffercd him to come to him. 

Then the onſter ſpake ts him, and ſaid, Poo2z Gyant, whi- 
ther goeſt thou - Behold this Swoꝛd, ſharply on both ſides cut- 
ting: vet was there never man that heard me ſpeak, but he 

dyed by the point of this Swoꝛd. Fozalmuch as J am the wiſeſt 

Creature that ever Nature made, J am accuſtomed to make a 

queſtion to ſuch men as I find, and then deſtroy them if they tan⸗ 
not anſwer thereto, IJ find in my Realm people dull as beaſts, 
without underſtanding, and have therefoze defroped their blood, 

ſo will J dothine, ik thou tanſt not aſopl a Sophiſin that J ſhall 

make untothee. O thou man Serpentine,( ſaid Hercules) thine 

Eloquence, thy Pꝛudence, thy cruel Swozd, foul and polluted 

with infinite homicides, make me nothing abaſhed no? diſcoura- 

geth me: J ſought the, and am come hither to deſfrop the, And 

J will not only aſoyl one of thy Sophiſms, but as many as thou 

tanſt deviſe ; and know, That if by fo2ce of my wit, J aCopl thy 

Sophiſms and fallacious arguments, J will do to the like as 

thou ſhouldeſt do to me: and ik it happen that thy ſcience may not 
overcome me, pet defend the with arms, and that thou kp thy 
lite as well as thou canſt. 

With theſe wozds, the Ponſter made unto Hercules ſeven 
Sophiſms one after another, all fallacious and ſubtil ; Then 
when Hercules had given ſolution to one, the Ponſter replped 
by ſeven arguments. Pet Hercules full of Philoſophy, and 
expert in al Sciences, made anſwer ſo ſubſtantially to all His 
fallacious Arguments, that he ſet him at a Non-plus. Foz this 
cauſe the Poets feign this Hydra had ſeven heads, as it appear- 
eth in the firſt Tragedy of Seneca, and ſap, that when Hercules 
had ſmitten off one of the heads, ſeven other heads came again 
in the ſame plate. In the end then to purſuc this matter, when 
lercules had (0 diſputed, the Serpent pielded to „ in 
uch 
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ſuch wile as he wiſt not what to ſay. Hercules ſaid unto him: 
Serpent inhumane, we have fought long enough with the 
tongue, Take thy Swo2d, J may no longer withholdmy hand 
from ſmiting the, and aſſay if thou be as ſubtil in arms, as thou 
art in language. Poo? fool, ſaid the Serpent (which was full 
of P2ide) knoweft not thou, that by my part Serpentine, A 
have infected all this Country - AndJ will this day d2ink thy 
_ — devour thy body. wherefoze make watch, and keep 
thee well. 

Without moꝛs wo2dg Hercules enhaunſed his Swoꝛd, foz to 
habe ſmitten his adverſary, but he could not ſo ſoon haſt him, but 
the Serpent gave him firſt two . frokes; one with his Sword, 
and the other with his tail, wherewith he had almo& ſmitten 
him down to the ground. Pet Hercules, abode ſtanding, and with 
his Swoꝛd lifted up, he (mote the Ponſter upon the Helm with 
ſuch ſtrength, that he cruſhed the Helm, and made him a wound 
in the head. At this Kroke the Serpent was full of fury, and 
with his Swoꝛd ſmote Hercules the ſecond time upon the helm, 
on the ſparkles and the fire flew out, and the Helm was bꝛo⸗ 

en, &c, 

Hercules that never befoze had received ſo great a ſtroke, 
pꝛomiſed him that he would revenge it, and (mote him right 
angerly. Their ſtrokes were great and deadly, they {mote each 
at other long, and they were both of them of great courage, Bur 
when foztune had enough cheriſhed them both, ſhe turned againſt 
the Serpent ſo earneſtlp, that after many ſtrokeg, Hercules 
ſmote his Swoꝛd within the Helm into his head, and bare him 
dead unto the earth. 

Hercules re jopted greatly, when he ſaw the Bonffer put to 
the fopl, and went fo2 to fetch the King of Lerna, with Deja⸗ 
nira, and his folk and bzought them to ſee the Ponſter. When 
he had ſhewed them the Ponſter, he made a great fire and burn- 
ed it. Wherefoze there were given unto him great pꝛaiſes. 
He was b2ought to the City of Lerna, with great glozp of La- 
dies and of Gentlewomen, who conveyed him unto the Kings 
Palace ſinging melodiouſly, Dej nira then rejopted greatly in 
the triumphant victozy of her noble Hugband. When Hercules 
had tarried there a while, he departed thence, and went to 4- 


thens, where Theſeus received him gloziouſly. * Then ne" 
3 an 
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and Atlas held School in Athens, fo2 as much as they of Athen 

were quick of wit, and gave themſelves all to learn Sciences 

There they were a great while, introduciug and inkozming 
them of Athens in Philoſophy, but eſpecially in Aſtronomp. 
Ailas pꝛofited in ſuch wile that the Students there ſaid, he 
ſuſtained and bare the Heavens on his ſhoulders; O noble ver⸗ 
tuous man, When Hercules had ſpent ſome time there, and 
ſtudted ſo long that his Doctrine had given light unto the Athe⸗ 
nians, he departed from thence with great bemoaning, - and 
bzought his Wife unto the City of Lycia. Andthere was (0 
greatly renowned, that from all the Realms of Greec-, there 
came daily to him Noblemen and others, to p2ofit in Aertue, No- 
bleneſs, Honour, Arms, Philoſophy, Aſtronomy, and all other 
Perkediong. 


6 
How Hertules went into Spain and fighting on the Sea, vanquich, 
ed King Gerion, and took the City of Pegidda. 


' A Bout the time that Hercules flouriſhed in virtue, and his 

Name Was bo:n from Realm to Realm by glozious Re- 
nown as the Chꝛonicles of Spain rehearſe, there was a King 
of the City of Megidds, that ſcandeth upon the River of Gw⸗ 
dian, that thꝛough his Tprannical dealings, began to make his 
name have a great repoꝛt, by many tyrannies, that no man could 
tell the third part. This Tyrant was. named Ger!ton, he was 
King of Andalocie, and Deſtremadure, and alſo of the Boun- 
tains of Gal.cia, and Portugal. The Poets feign, of this Ty⸗ 
rant, that he had thi& heads, fozalmuch as he had two Bze⸗ 
then, great Giants, which were all of one Nature, and com- 
plerion and they were fo united together, that all that the one 
would, the other would: they were never in diſcozd. Gerion was 
the wo: of all. Ye cauſed to be made a Temple in the City 
of Megidda, and ozdained all they that were Noble ſhouldthere 
have there Image and Sepulture : and that men ſhould make 
the remembzances of all the men of note that he ſhould flap, to 
the end, there ſhould be a memozp of them hereafter. Thus he 
and his Bzethꝛen tpcannized, not only over ſtrangers, but his 
neighbours, and pitied no man, inſomuch that he got him an 3 
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vil name: And the Africans whom they perſecuted moze than 
any, went and complained to Hercules, by Aﬀers command, 
as to the only deſtroyer of Tyzants and Ponters, and requeſt- 
ed him, to deliver them out of that Tribulation. hen Her- 
cules underſlood the complaint of the Africans, and was advcrs 
tiſed of the Tpzanny that Gerion and his Bzethzen uſed, Ve 
deſigned to go into Heſperie, andp2omiſed to the Africans, that 
they ſhould have ſhoꝛtly tydings of him. And asked them of the 
ſtate of King Affer. And when they had told all that they tuew, 


the returned with great top into their country. He. cules from 


thencefozth, diſpoled him to go into Heſperie , wherefoze his 
Wife Dcjani:a made great ſozrow. The renown of this voy⸗ 
age was ſpꝛead in all the Countrey. In ſhoꝛt time there came 
moze men of Arms into Lycia, to ſerve Hercules than he ſent 
foꝛ. Be was ſo good, bountiful, wile and valiant, that he gave a- 
wap all his ſpoils, wherefoze every man would follow him, fo2 
no manſerved him, but he rewardedand enrichedhim in wealth 
and happineſs. When his Army was ready, he took leave of 
Dejanira, and departed out of the Realm of Lycia, Pany Aa 
tear was ſhed at his departing , as well of Dcjanira, ag of his 
Scholars that learnedof Him. Theſeus and Hiſpan, Atlas and 
Philotes were with him. During this vopage, he ſtudied oft- 
times with Atlas, and was never Idle, without doing ſome- 
what that ought to be remembꝛed. Me arrived in Africk, where 
he found Affer, who received him wozthipfully. From Africk 
Hercules paſſed by the ſtrait of Gibralter and went into the 
Gades, that now we call Galicia, and peopled the Countrey, f02- 
aſmuch as he found there good land, and delivered this people 
unto a noble man named Ph.liſtines. This Philiſtines, as Bocs 
cace rehearſeth in the Genealogie of Gods, was ſon of King 
Apgenor, Son of King Belus. Philiſtines then reigned in Gali⸗ 
cia, and was after named the Pꝛieſt of Hercules; fo; when Her- 
cules had vanquiſhed the Tyrants of Heſperie, he founded there 
a Temple, which he held after in great reverence. Always as 
Hercules peopled and inhabited this land, he did cauſe to be made 
Pillars oz Columns high and marvellous great, and ſet them 
upon the Seca: and upon every Pillar oꝛ Column, he made an 
image of hard ſtone in the likeneſs of Hercules, clad with the 
Skin of a Lion, And * of the Images held a Cable, wherein 
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was wꝛitten with letters of Go'd, Paſs no further to ſeek land, nor 
go to conquer further any Realms in the Weſt, for thou ſhalt find 
no mo: e Land, &c. 

The noble Hercules went then into the Country, where 
ſtandeth now the City of Sivil, which was not then founded, 
and found by his ſcience, that there ſhould be butlded a City 
of great renown : in memory thereof, he ſet up in that place 
a pillar ot hard ſtones, and thereupon ſet an Image holding in 
his hand wzitten, There ſhould be made one of the greateſt Ci. 
ties in the world. This Land of Galicia appertained to Gerion. 
Then when He cules had made this pillar, and ſet it whereas 
now ſtandeth Sivil ; he had a great deſtre to begin co bulld 
the City, foꝛ the Countrey was very good and commodious. 
But Atlas bythe ſcience of Aſtronomy, counſelled him to the 
contrary, chewing him by certain ſigns that it was by deſtiny 
that another ſhould build the City, And therefoze nigh the Pil- 
lar, te made a Column of white Parble, upon which Cood the 
Image of Hercules great and rich, that held one hand againſt 
the Eaft, wherein was wꝛitten: Here hath been Hercules, And 
with the other hand he ſhewed the wziting that the other Image 
held, | 

Theſe things atcompliched, Hercules departed from thence, 
and left to Jnhabit and keep the Country eight hundzed men 
of his, ofthe Country of Scythia, that were ſtrong and expert 
in Arms, and with good will they abode there, becauſe the 
Country was plentiful, Then went Hercules, by the banks of 
the Sea, into the laſt and furthermoſt part of Europe, and ſails 
ed ſo far that he entred into the Rjber of Guadiana, where the 
Tyrant Gerion dwelled, and labode in the City of Megidda. 
The ſame time that Hercules entred into the River , Gerion, 
went up tothe top of an high Tower, where he might ſe all 
about the Countrev, to eſpye if anp perſon came, upon whom he 
might exerciſe his Tpranny ; He had not been long there, when 
he beheld the River, and ſaw the Armp of Hercule: ; And ſing 
this Army, he had great joy, foz he thought in all haſt he ſhould 
obertome them. Without other delap, he aſſembled his com 
plices, and ſounded to Arms. Within a little while all His men 
that were ready with Arms, tame unto him ts know what he 
would - When Gerion was armed, and readp to go to the _ 
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he detlared to his people His intention. Then entring into his 
Galley as haſtily ag he could, he went to Megidda, app2oaching 
toward the Greeks, Thus rowing foꝛth, it hapned that he met 
a little Boat: And from as far ag he ſaw it coming, he 
went againlt it, and arreſted it. Jn this Boat were no moze 
than two Parriners and Hiſpan, Gerion then called Hiſpan, 
and demanded of him whither he went, and what he was ? Truly 
ſir, anſwered Hiſpan J am a Greek, and have intentton to go 
to the King Gerion, that is now in his City of.Megidda, to dif- 

patch a meſſage J am charged with. Peſlenger (ſaid the Bing) 
if ye (&k Gerion, pe need go no further, fo: Jamhe, whom pe 
ſpeak unto. Sir ( anſwered Hiſpan ) ſince that pou be he to whom 
my meſfage appertaineth , J ict you have knowledge in the 
name of the vertuous Hercules, that he is an enemp to pour vi⸗ 
ces; and to co2rect pour great and abominable treſpalſes, he is 
come into pour Dominion. Meſſenger ( anſwered Gerion) how 
is Hercules ſo pzeſumptusus as to take upon him to come and 
toꝛrett my Uices - Ye knows little with whom he hath to do: 
go tell him, that he ſhall find me, but it ſhall be too ſoon fo; His 
health, and that J will feat him in ſuch wiſe ere he eſcape me, 
as J have been accuſtomed. to feaſt ſtrangers. Hiſpan departed 
with theſe wozds, and returned to Hercules, and told him woꝛd 
fo: wozd what Gerion had ſaid unto him: mozeober he ſaid, he 
would meet with him ſpxdily, pꝛepared and ready to begin the 
battel. Mhen Hiſpan had finiſhed his meſſage, the Galeyes of 
King Gerion appeared and were (cen from far. Hercules and 
the Greeks had great joy and began a loud ſhouting, in ſounding 
Trumpets, Fifes, and Tabours, Gerion and his folk ſeeing and 
hearing their Enemies, theylikewiſe began toſhout, and make 
a marvellous great noiſe. Zhe Air was filled with a great and 

jovkul noiſe In this outragious noiſe, the two Yoſ&s appꝛoach⸗ 
ed each other. At their encountring was not ſpared Darts, 
round ſtones, no2 Arrows, Thep of Heſperie had abundance of 
Darts, which they uſed and caſt on the Greeks, as if it had ben 

rain. The cryes redoubledon the one ſide, and on the other: 

ſo that there were many ain and hurt, They were all men of 

Mar: each man bare him valiantly, and amongſt all other, 

Hercules having his Bow in hand, flew as many enemies, as he 

ſhot Arrows, The thot durcdieng. When it failed, they fought 
band. 


70 The Second Book of 


hand to hand. Then began the battel to be eager and hard. 
Gerion ſhewed himſelf boiſterous, and expert in arms, and put 
to death many Grecks, but fo; one that he ſlew, Hercules lewten 
of the Heſperians, 

At the encounter of the Galleys where were many hurt, Her⸗ 
cules took his Club, and ſmiting one ofthe Galleps, that thought 
to have grapled and boarded his Galley, he made it cleave in 
ſunder, andthe water came in ſo ſuddenly that the moſt part of 
them in that Galley, were dꝛowned, without engaging. After 
this, Hercules came to another Gallep, and there did marvels : 
all that he hit with his Club were dead, 02 ſoze hurt. Some he 
b:ained, and ofothers he brake legs and arms. At ſeemed to 
thunder with him: he did ſo beſtir him, that each man fled from 
him, and there was no man that withftood him, oz durſt abide ' 
him: When he ſaw this, he put himſelf fozth to exploit great 
affairs. Leaping from Galley to Gatlep, and made ſo great 
flaughters, that his people by his good example abounded in va- 
lour and puiſſance, and the Heſperians diminiſhed ; and had ſo 
much damage that all things went againſt them, Gerion con- 
— foztune was his Enemp, ſounded a retreat, and left 
the battel. 


CHAT IM, 


How Gerſon aſſail d Yercules the ſecond time, before Pegidda, 
how Dercules fle hi; brethren, vanquiſhed, and conſtrained 
Gerion to flee. 


W Hen Hercules ſaw his enemies buſie to withdzaw, he ſoun⸗ 
ded the retreat, fozaſmuch as it was near night, ano alſo 
beteuſe he had encloſed the Galleys of Gerion, that they might 
not return into the City without paſſing by him. When the 
two Armies were withdzawn,G:rion in the darkeſt of the night, 
Shipped and went into the City of Valeriiia, whereof oneof 
his Bzethzen was King, and put him there in ſafety, in purpoſe 
to make the greateſt Armp that he could to come upon Hercu- 
les, Hercules after the retreat, anchozed his Galleys upon the 
River 
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River of Gaudians, and paſſed there ithat night: on the moꝛ- 
row when he ſaw that Gerion and his folk were fled, and were 
not upon the Sea within ſight, he rowed up unto the City of 
Megidda, took land and aſſailed fiercely the City. The aTaulc 
was eager and ſharp, and the Megiddn; defended themſelves, 
but they were ſo dif-furniſhed with men of War, that they could 
not hold out, but opening the Town to the Greeks picldedto 
Hercules, Thus was Hercules Lozd of the-pzincipal City that 
Gerion had, he entred into it, and the Greeks with him. The 
City was well provided with victual. So that ſince they de⸗ 
parted out of Greece, they found no where ſo good Foztune. Her- 
cules held him there a ſpace of time, ſearching in what place he 
might find Gerion. During theſe things he went unto the Tem⸗ 
ple, to thank his God. In this Temple were many Sepul- 
tures, garniſhed with very fair marvellous Hiſtozies. Among 
other, there was one paſſing rich: fs: the remcmbzance of Ge- 
rion, of fine gold, environed with thirty Kings, whoſe heads 
were ſmitten off. Hercules abode at this Sepulture, and de- 
manded of the Citizens wherefoze ſerved the Statues and J- 
mages ſo rich. A Citizen (aid to him, That they were the Se- 
pultures of the Noble men of their Realm, and chat King Ge- 
tion had bꝛought up that cuſtom to make theſe Sepultures, ts 
have remembzance of them that were valiant in Arms, Fur 
thermoze(ſaid that ſame man) as ſoon as in this Countrep a man 
hath put a Noble man to death, then he maketh a remembzance 
of that dead man-upon his Sepulture. And fozaſmuch as King 
Gerion in his time hath flain thirty Kings, he cauſed this Se- 
pulture to bo made which you lee, meaning to be buried here in 
the end of his days. When Hercules heard this, that the Citi⸗ 
zen laid, he anſwered, Be held Himſelf happy he had eſcaped the 
Swoꝛd of ſuch a-Tyrant, that put ſo many Kings to death, and 
made his Pzayers to his God: After this he returned to the 
Palace, and there came to him the Pellenger of King Gerion ; 
who by the power of his Paſter, commanded him to avoid the 
City, and the Realm, oz elſe mate good watch, Hercules ans 
ſ\wered, That he was entred into the Realm, and into the City, 
with firength of arms, and he would not go out thereof, until 
one had taken from him his Swozd by fozce of Arms, oz until 
the time that he put the Countrey in obedience, Th 
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The peffenger returned from Megidda, with this anſwer 
to Gerion , who was with his two W2eth:en ; they took the 
wo2ds of Hercules impattentlp, and (ware they would avenge 
them of him. To be ſhort, they went to the Sea with a great 
Army. 

They rowed and ſailed with all their ſtrength unto Megidda ; 
the Wind and Foꝛtune ſufkered them in few days, to arrive ac 
the Pozt ; and Hercules was adviſeo of their coming,who ſuffered - 
them to tate land, and let them reſt that dap: they were fifty 
thouſandmen. When thep landed, it was late, and. ſeeing the 
Greeks made no defence at their landing, they ſaid one to ano- 
ther, That they durſt not come foꝛth and fight them. Thinking 
all ts have won advantage, thereupon concluded, That on the 
mozrow they would aſſail the City very early, Upon this con⸗ 
cluſfton, Gerion and his Bꝛethzen conſidered of things apper- 
taining to the Aſſault, menacing greatly Hercules and his 
Greeks who were then in Megidda, thinking likewiſe on their 
affairs , not only in the intention to defend them from their 
enemies, but to iſſue out the day following, to alail them by 
Battel, as ſoon as the night paſſed. A little befoze the Sun ri⸗ 
ſing, on the moꝛrow, Hercules made two battalians. In the firſt, 
he put a thouſaud fighting men, and conducted them. In the ſe- 
cond he put the refidue of his Armp, and made Theſeus Captain, 
of them. After this, when he had very well trained His people 
and ſet them in good 02der, he admoniſhed them to do their en- 
deavour, and minded them of certain things, but could not finiſh 
his ſpeech : Foz that ſame time, Gerion and his bꝛethzen, with 
their folk, made their appꝛoaches to aſlail the City, and made 
ſo great noiſe, that all about it redounded. 

When Hercules heard this upꝛoar, he opened the Gate, to 
behold what new things were there. And at the iſſuing out he ſaw 
his enemies haſt them to the Fozts and Walls, with Ladders 
and other Engines, fit foꝛ an aſſault. Then he began ts laugh in 
himſelf, and bade his men follow him and went ſtraight way 
foꝛth to begin the Skirmiſh, 

When Gerion ſaw Hercules, he knew him, by the Skin of the 
Lion, and his Club, and ſhewed him to his Bzethzen, that 
marvelled ok him, becauſe he came alone upon them. Koe here 
is our moztal adverſarie( ſaid Gerion ) he is full of * — 
| ettet 
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ſetteth little by us: Let us aſſail him all thꝛee, and deſtroy him 
all the gold in .the wozld ſhall not ſave his life. Hercules with 
theſe wo2ds, came lo nigh the thꝛee Gyants, that he could well 
ſpeak unto them, and ſaid; Pe evil Tyrants, lay down'your 
weapons: At is now no time to aſſail the City, it behoveth you 
to diſpoſe pou to enter into battel. The battel is ready, begin 
at me, and J at you, and let us fight together till moze come. 
Mich theſe woꝛds he lifted up his Club and charged the Croke 
ſo ſoze upon one of the thre Bzethzen, that he caſf his Shield, 
and all aſtonicy bare Him to the earth. When Gerion and his 
other bzother, ſaw their bzother ſo bozn down, they (mote with 
their Swoꝛds upon Hercules, with great fury, and ſo employed 
their ſtrength, that they bzake off part of his Armour. With 
theſe two ſtrokes of their Swozds, Hercules received moze than 
an hundzed darts upon his body, Howſocver the Swozds noz 
Darts were not ſo hard tempered, that they could pierte the 
armour of Hercules, no2 Hercules left not to wozk with his 
Club, but he life it up on high and ſtroke it upon the ſecond bꝛo⸗ 
ther of Gerion, ſo luſtily, that from the top to the Helm he 
bruifed Him, and (mote him to the ground, like as if a great 
Rock had fall'n on his head. 

Gerion was ſo2e afraid to ſee ſo great a ſtroke, and with a won- 
derful angry and fierce heat, he laid upon Hercules, and gave him 
ſo great a ſtroke upon the Helm with his Swoꝛd that he made 
the fire ſp2ing out: but the Helm was ſo hard that the Swoꝛd 
could not enter. Then was Hercules environed with his ene- 
meis, and was (mitten in many a place upon his body. The He- 
ſperians deſired ſoꝛe to ſce their Swoꝛds dyed with the blood of 
Hercules, but Hercules put himſelf in defence, joyous that he 
might employ his ſtrength upon them. 

And when he pꝛobed him thus upon one and other, and would 
ſuffer none to come nearer than his arm and Club could reach, 
and that his enemies moze and moze came about Him, Malion, 
that was Nephew to Ulyſſes iCued out of Megidd:, with a thous 
ſand men of the Armp of Hercules, And ſecing ſo great a com- 
pany about/Hercules, was aſſured that he fought there, he and 
his:people addzeſſcd them thitherwards, making lo great a cry, 
and ſetting on ſo valiantly, that in bearing down all befo2e 
them, they came and found Hercules, where he had flain moz 
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than ſix hundzed of his enemies, and that he feared nothing; 
They that bare the Scaling-Ladders and other Engines were 
conſtrained to caſt them down, and go tothe battel, which was 
grievous and hard: and there were many Knights flafn. Ge⸗ 
rion fo his part, beſtirred Himſelf terribly : Vis Brother that 
was firſt beaten, after he wag carried out of the pzeſs came un- 
to the field again: and in his coming he made great room among 
the Greeks, he was ſtrong and puilſant, and bare a very heavy 
Guiſarme, the edge of which was thzee great foot long, he did 
marvels with this Guifarme, and beat down \o many of the 
Greeks, that the noiſe aroſe greatly about him. Andthis noiſe 
and alarm came to the ears of Hercules. Then Hercules left 
them that he fought with, and as ſoon as he ſaw the Gyant, that 
dealt with the Greeks as he would, not well contented with that 
Guiſarme : he lifted up his Club, and (mote the Gyant upon the 
Goulder, emploping his ſtrength in ſuch wiſe, that the ſhoulder 
Make and bare him down to the ground, not fully dead, but in 
wozſe eſtate :fo2 he might not relieve himſelf, and muſt needs 
dye under the feet of the men of Arms very miſerably. 

At this time Thefeus and Hiſpan, with the reſtdtte of the 
Greeks, came unto the battel very joyfully, and finding their 
enemies out of array, and without any conduc, they skirmiched 
among them fiercely, and flew ſo many that all the place was 
tobered, Hiſpan and Theſeus cleft the heads of many Knights: 
they were expert in featsofarms. At their coming they made 
their enemies to retire, and wan upon them with ſo good Foꝛ⸗ 
tune, that by their means Gerion loſt above thirty thouſand men, 
In ſhoze ſpace the battel was ſuch about Hercules, that his ene- 
mies knew not where to ſave them. And Gerion being adber⸗ 
tiſed of the death of his ſecond Bzother, turned his back and 
led unto the Sea, blowing his hozn, anon they endeavoured ſud- 
denly to put themſelves to flight, and they that couldſave them- 
ſelves, ſaved them without delay. Hercules, Theſeus, and Hiſpan 
with about twelve hundzed Greeks, followed them ſwiftly : en- 
ting into ſome of their Ships, but had not Partners ſo ready, 
the other, wherefoze they were a little letted. 
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CHAP, XXI. 
How Yercules purſued Gerion ; aad vanquiſhed him, put him to 
death at the Port of the Corogne. 


TW was finiſhed the Battel fo; this dap, to the great 
loſs and diſhonour of Gerion, and the honour and profic 
of Hercules. Malion abode in Megidda, by the appointment 
of Hercules, to keep the Greeks that abode there, and take the 
ſpoil ef their enemies. Hercules on the other ive ſailed after 
Gerion, who perceiving him, was ſoze afraid, and fled : his 
flight during thiee days. Gerion had 308d Parinerg, who kept 
them warily from boarding the Ship of Hercules. Sailing by 
the Miditerranean Sea, from Coaſt to Coaſt, now befoze, and 
now behind, but the end was ſuch, that on the fourth day they 
were conſtrained to abide Hereules at the ba ttel upon the Sea, 
oʒ deſcend to land at the Corogne in Galicia, To flee the death, 
whereof they were in doubt, they left the Sea, and took the Land 
at a Po2t, imagining that they ſhould well defend them againſt 
Hercules, foz they were ten again& one. Ag ſoon as they had 
taken Land at the Pozt of Corogne, they trained them about 
the Pozt to defend the Sea, which was ſtrong totake, And 
then Gerion warned his men, ſaying ; Bere is the hour oz the 
dap that we muſt dye oz overcome our enemies, Foztune hath 
done us the woꝛſt the can, ſhe was wont to make all rangers 
tremble befoze our Swoꝛds. Now ſhe maketh us to tremble bes 
foe a little number of people. Alas what ſhame is this: Since 
we are at this point, there is no way but to avenge this ſhame. 
If we avenge us at this time, we ſhall recover our Honour. Foz⸗ 
tune hath bꝛoug ht ug into a very good Pozt,, as if ſhe will raiſe 
us again, and make ug Tonquerozs of our adverſaries : let us 
now pefendthe Pozt, avenge our blood, avenge our ſozrow, and 
avenge our damagr. 

In the mean while that Gerion encouraged thug his folk, Her- 
cules and his company rowed ſo nigh the Pozt, that they were 
come to ſtrokes. The Heſperians. caft upon Hercules round ſtones, 
darts with ſharp Jrons on the end, ſpears and ſwozds. Again(f 
this the Greeks took their ſhields and covered them, and put 
them in devoir, to win the Pozt. But the caſting of the Heſp- — 
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ans was (0 mo:ta!, that it conſtrained their enemies to abide, and 
not approach the Pozt. They had at this Pozt great abundance 
of (tones. The Heſperians kept well the entry mote than thzee 
hours, ſo that the Tre. ks, could find no way noz means to reme- 
dy it. At the end of three hours, Hercules very ſozrowful to ſee his 
men troubled, thought he would enter into a little Boat, and ſo 
adventure himſelk to win the Poꝛt. 

Chen he that doubted no ſtroke of any moztal man, entred in⸗ 
to a little boat, tearing it himſelf, wich help of the wind, which 
was foꝛ his advantage, hoyſed up the ſail, and adbenturing as. 
faſt ag he could, he bꝛought the Boat unto the Pozt, but heres 
ceived moze than an hundꝛed ſtrokes with ſtones ; that his Sail 
that Food up an end by fo:ce of the Wind, was (mitten full of 
holes, the cozds bꝛoken, and the Paſt overthzown, and the boat. 
almoſt filed with tones, 

Notwithtanding Hercules ceaſed not at all from his enter. 
puze, but thiough he paſſed by all the ſtrokes of his enemies, 
labouring ſo that he took land, and thzuſt himſelf among the 
Heſperians and there he began to {mice with his Club, on the 
right ide, and on the lefc, end long, and over-thwart, with 
ſuch an abundance of valeur and pꝛowels. that all the plate 
was red with their blood and bzains. Theſeus and Hiſpan, and 
fifty of the Greeks beſt armed, by ths example of Hercules, took 
alſo alight boat, and adventured themſelves to win the Pozt ; 
Hercules was even at the mouth of the Pozt, he ſaw Theſeus 
come, and to make him paſſage, he ran here and there, and did 
ſo much hurt to the Heſperians, that without great danger they 
took land, and ſprang out ot their boat. Then was the aTault hot 
and furious. Gerion came ts the Landing of Theſeus, and at 
leaft thee hundzed of his men that followed him. All they 
ſmote, and laid upon the Greeks, and of the fifty they flew ten. 
When- Theſeus and Hiſpan ſaw that, their hearts began to 
ſweſl, They encouraged themſelves, and pierced the aſſembly 
of Gerion, and againſt one man that was lain of theirs, they 
flew fifty Heſperians, and there they uſed their pzowelles ſo, that 
they did wonders bptheir Arms. 

Gerion even dyed foꝛ ſozrowthat he might not come to habe 
his will on the Greeks. He and his men were eager as Tygers 
Shat had been famiſhed. The Greeks were mighty and. ſtrong 
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as Elephants: their ſtrokes were great, they doubted neither 
Dart noz Sword, put all in adventure. The Battel was furi⸗ 
ous, and the Greeks received many a wound: alwaps- Hifpan 
and Thefeus by their marvellous pꝛoweſſes ſabed them from 
death, and made paſſage thzougha great-pzeſs where Hercules 
wag. 

Hercules that left not to ſmite, was very glad when he ſaw 
Theſeus and Hiſpan, and their fozty Companions, Their com- 
ing coſt Gerion the death of a thouſand men and moe fo2 Hers 
cules to encourage his men, added to his deeds ſtrength upon 
ſtrength, pꝛowels upon p:oweſs , confounding his enemies (6 
dꝛeadfullp, dzawing them toward the Sea, that they that ſaw 
him, wifhed they had been in their mothers womb : and in fly- 
ing they were in fuch haft, that they beat each other into the 
Sea, and flew themſelves, . | 

Then was Gerion ſmitten to the heart with great ire, min- 
gled with impatience ; ſo he pat himſelf into the preſs; and 
ſmote not only upon !4iercules, but alſo. upon the companions of 
Theſeus: he ſmote the firſt man upon the Helm, that he cleft 
his head unto the teeth, After he aaited another, and bare him 
tothe earth, ſo aſlonied that he wilt not where he wag. - Conſe- 
quently, he made there a great Paſſacre ſudvenly on the Greeks, 
that he dyed His Swoꝛd with their blood, and the Greeks were 
conſtrained to make a great cry foz ſuccour. : 

At this ſeaſon the Greeks that were left with their Galleps 
entred into the Poꝛt, and took Land eaſily, When Hercules 
heard the cry that his men made, he ran thither to the aſſaulc 
and made jabout them a new noiſe, great and piteous. Ge: ion 
knew that the noiſe came becauſeof Hercules, fo; he fawhim 
come and (mite inthe thickeſt of the Pzeſs, then he called to 
his folk, andcheared them, but hadthere ſo great miſhap, that 
fo: one ſtroke Hercules gave him with his Club bp chance, he 
was conſtrained to depart the p2eſs, and ta withdzaw him as 
part with them that were weary, to take his bzeath, Gerion at- 
terward fought to his crtremity, and caſting his eyes upon the 
Skirmiſh, he ſaw the Greeks upon the Pozt, andp2oviding them 
unto battel. Then he ſaw how they put many of his men to the 
wozſt, and that he might not reſift it: all his loſſes came befoze 
his eyes, and he began to ſigh, and ſaid with a dolozaus heart: 
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Alas, what is the mutability ef Foztune ⸗ Flattering koꝛtune, 
what haſt thou thought - All the Honour thou haſt given me 
heretofoze, redounds now to my ſhame ; ſince thou haſt ſent me 
ſo many goods, wherefoꝛe haſt thou ſent to me Hercules - This 
is the enemy of all my glozy. Me from a ſhining fame hath 
bought me now unto a name full of darkneſs, Ik thou haft 
given him fufficient : Let him not come after me with his 
hozrible deeds, All mp veins be repleniſhed with Furies, my 
heart murmureth it ſelf boyling with ire. O what great mil⸗ 
hap is this : ſince it muſt needs be J ſhall be unfoztumate, J will 
verily dye of the Club whereof J have ſeen my b2other dye: oz 
I will take vengeance, Gerion all out of his wit, with theſe 
wozds put him in the pteſs, crying : Gerion, Gerion, to en- 
courage his men. Thus erping, and ſeeking Hercules, he put 
to death many Greeks ; he was all furious, ſo as his Sword 
was dyed with the blood of his enemies. In the end he came to 
Hercules, and with his Swoꝛd ſo dyed, he (mote him ſoze. ' Her, 
eules was wearp , fo2 without ceaſing he abode fighting by the 
ſpace of four hours; and had reteſved upon his arms ſo many 
ſtrokes, that no man could number them. Notwithſtanding, he 
fled not at al from Gerion, but came -to Him joyfully. and fought 
again him with ſo great foꝛte, that all they that ſaw it mars 
velled: and after many ffrokes, Hercules fmote him one ſo 
great, that he bruiſed Gerion, and beat the bzaing out of his 
— and ſmote the Helm off his choulders, ſo that he fell among 
the dead. 


CHAP, XXII. 
How Hertules founded the City of Corogne upon the Tomb of 
Gerion. 


Bus was the end of the unhappy life of Gerion the Ty- 

rant: he dyed as his two bzeth:en did by the Club of Her- 
cules. Mhen the Heſperians ſaw him bzought to that paſs, ag 
to taſt the bitter mo: ſel of death, all left their arms, bewailing 
foxrowfully the death of Gerion, and fell into deſpair : So that 
ſons ffayed ſkill to be flain, others fled by Deſerts. Pountains, 
and the Banks of the Sea. When Hercules eſpped them (0 
diſmayed, he thanked his God, and purſued his enempes. _ 
purſui 
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purſuit dure unto the evening. The Greeks filled the Fields, 
the Pountsilſs, and the Maps by the Sea, with blood, Mhen 

the night was come, Hercules andthe Greeks withdzew them 

into the Galleys to refreſh themſelves. The hurt men were re- 

memb2ed and comfozted with the Wicozp and Spopl. The 

weary men fo2got the labour and top! that they had done. They 

reſted them after their travel and paged the night over. When 
it was dap, Hercules iflued out of his Oaltey, and be holding 
the Poꝛt it ſeemed to him t hat a City would ſtand well there, 

and then ſaid, That fozchwich he would make one there, and con- 

cluded to begin it. Me ſent to all places, where he knewany 

people were there aboucs, and gade to each man knowledge 

that he was minded to make a City there, and che firſt. perſon 
that would come to put hand therets, ſhouls have the Govern- 
ment thereof: this thing was known in Galicia, Many came 
thither, but a woman named Corogne was the firſt that came. 
And therefoze Hercules gave unto het the ruling thereof, and 
named it Corogne in remembzance of the viaory that he had 
there. Upon the body er Gerion he founded a Tower, and by his 
Art compoſed a Lamp burning continually day and night, with - 
out putting of any thing thereto; Which burned afterward 
the ſpace of th:ee hundzed pears. Poꝛeoder upon the pinacle 02 
top of the Tower, he made an. Image of Copper. looking into 
the Sea, and gabe him in his hand a Looking-glaſs having ſuch 
vertue, that if ic happened that any man of War on the Sea 
- came to harm the City fuddenly, their Armp and their coming 
chould appear in this ſatd Looking-glaſs, and that dured unto 
the time of Nebuchadonozar, who being advertiſed of the pꝛo⸗ 

perty of the Glaſs, filled his Galleys with white things and 
green boughs and leaves, that in the Looking-Glaſs they ap- 
peared no other but a wood: whereby the Corognians not know- 
ing of any ot her thing than their Glaſs ſhewed to them, did not 
furniſh them with men of Arms, as they had ben ac tuſtomed 
when their enemies came. And thus Nebuchadonozar took the 
City in a moꝛzning, de&roping the Loon ing-Glaſs and the 
Lamp. When the Tower was made, Hercules cauſed to come 
thither all the Maids of the Countrep, and willed them co mate 
a ſo emn feaſt in remembzance of the death of Gerion. Then he 
departed unto Megidda, where were pzeſented unto Him: ons: 
hundzed Oren of the faireſt, C HAP. 
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CHAP, XXIII. wy 
How Hercules :Nailing King Cacus, overcame him, and how 
Cacus began toryrannize in Italy. 


Fter this Conqueſt, as Hercules intended to. people this 
new Countrey, tydings tame to him, that in the City of 
Carthagenia, a King and Gyant Reigned, named Cacus, who 
was paſſing evil and full of Tyranny, and had flain by his car- 
ſcd dealing the Kings ofArragon,and of Navar,their Wives any 
Childzen, and pofſeſſed their Seigniozies, and alſo held in ſub⸗ 
jcction all the Countrep of Italy. Hercules reteibed jfoyoufly theſe 
tydings, and (aid, By the pleaſure of God, he would aſſay to take 
vengean*e of the death of che Kings of Arragon and Navar, 
Then he diſpoſed him unto this wozk, and having an appetite to 
core the King Cacus, as ſoon as an Armp might be ready, he 
went unto the Realm of Caſtile, where was King Cacus, in the 
City of Carthagenia, that ood beſide a Mountain named Mo- 
nachajo. And he paſſing by many Realms that did him obep⸗ 
fance, fo2 his vertuous renown, he came to Caribagenia, the 
King Cacus came againf him in Arms: fo2 he had been adver- 
tiſed of his coming. And as he entred into the frontiers, Cacus 
ſent unto him one of his Knights, that ſaid to him theſe wozds : 
He. cules, thou open Tyrant, thou haſt thine heart greater than 
thy body, and wouldſt aſſail the heavens, to conquer them, if 
God had given thee wings to fly: if thou doſt (eek peace and 
love, unts King Cacus, thy equal- in condition and Foztune, A 
ſalute thee in his name: and if thou doſt come as His eneme, J 
defie thee in his name: And in no wiſe be thou ſo hardy as to 
enter intothis Country. Jf thouenter, know that thou ſhalt 
find in Cacus, and in the Caſtilians ſo hard an encounter, that 
from thy. evil adventure ſhall no man of thy company be quit. 
Knight ( anſwered Hercules) whatſocver you be, pou ſhow not 
that pou have the heart of a Noble man. Foz it is a ſhame to all 
men, eſpecially to a Noble man, to miſ-call 02 ſpeak evil of 
another man. Pou have called me an open Tyrant, and alſo 
von habe compared me to the Tyrant Cacus. J anſwer pol 
to this Article,that Jam no Tyrant, but a deſtroyer of Tyrants : 
therefoze return again unto Cacus, and certific him, that J have 
intention 
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intention to ſhew what hate J have to Cyrants : and within 
few dayes he ſhal receibe a hard encounter, notwithſtanding his 
bꝛavadoeg. With this anſwer the Caſtilian departed from Her- 
cules, and returned unto King Cacus, and told him wozd fox 
wo d, what Hercules had ſaid. Mhen Cicus had heard this, he 
was abaſhed, notwit ding he was'a ftrong and putſlant 

ant, and had never found a man ſkronger than himſclf ; fo2 the 
renown- of Hercules was then ſo great though the univerſal 
Moꝛlb, that the moſt ſcrong, moſt aſſure» in Arms, and the molt 
foꝛtunate doubtes him, and trembled, hearing (poerh of his deeds, 
Howhoit Cicus took courage in himfelf, and without gn of 
being abached, in che p2eſence of his Robleg, laid: Blefſed be 
the next days, that Raturt and Foztune ſhall b2zing tous, to 
make pꝛoot᷑ and foꝛte of our ffrength. Now it behoveth that Ca- 
ſtile and Sicil ſhew ths fozce of their arms, to defend King Ca⸗ 
cus from the Claws of his enemies: and it is of neceflity like- 
wiſe that King Cacus, fo2 His people put kozch the utternioff 
of his trength- Row go we on my hethzen and friends, we are 
come to the War. The Greeks come upon Caſtile without as 
ny quarrel, let us go againſt them, and fight foz our Country: 
the Birds fight one agafnff another fo2 their Heſts, and the 
dumb Beaſts fo2 the Caves. Nature leadeth them to do ſo, if 
od. the ſame Nature, the time is come that we ought to 

it. 

When the Caftilians and the Arragonoys that were there, 
heard Cicus ſpeak, they pꝛaiſed greatly his courage, and anſwer- 
ed all with one voice, they were ready to aſſail their enemies. 
With this anſwer the King did diſ-'odge his Hoſt that he had 
there in the Fields : and went fozth again Hetcules, the 
ſtraighteſt way he could. King Cacus deffred to find Hercules. 
Hercules on the other nde wiſhed to e Cacus, They went ſo 
long the one againft the other, that ſoon after they ſaw each o⸗ 
ther, nigh'to a plate where Hercules after founded a City; which 
was named Terricone, Ag ſoon as they ſaw each other, they be · 
gan to make great joy, wfthfhouts and tryes, Then they eratn / 
ed them in oꝛder of battel, and marched the one againſt the o- 
ther, ſo ſharply, that they filled the air in ſhoꝛt ſpace with ſhot ok 
Arrows, caſting of Stones and Darts. At the beginning of this 
battel, the Caſtilians bare them valtantly, and there were _ 

*. 
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of their part flain, moze by hardineſs than foz fear. Foz they 
pnt themlelves too far foꝛth. And they feared not the ſhot of the 
Greeks, though they were thick, that all the Ground wag rey 
with thetr blood. And the Caltilians which were ſo far gone, and 
ſoze chaſed, were dziven back again to their fellows. When 
King Cacus ſaw his folk ſo ſoze beſtead, and heard that they re- 
copled from the ſhot of the Greeks : he had very great ſqzrow in 
his heart, and knew not what to do to withſtand the fo:ce of the 
Battel: Some fled, others went back, and others fell down, 
dead oz ſoꝛe hurt. The Battel dured long to the ſozrow of King 
Cacus, But in the end the ſhot of the Greeks failed, and the Ca⸗ 
ſtilians with Cacus recovered new ſtrength, that they came to 
cloſe fight, hand to hand with their Swoꝛds they ſhed largely 
the blood of them of Tyre, and of Ancone, which were in the firſt 
front of the battels of Hercules. 

The noiſe aroſe great: There were many Shields bꝛoken, and 
Skins of Lions cut in pieces, Ag Cacus àppꝛoached, it ſcemed ag 
a Tempeſt: Ye was ſtrong, flerce, and outragious in (miting, 
each of his ſtrokes was the death ofa Greek, Me did lo much, 
that the cryes of chem that were about him mounted up into the 
Air, that the Caſfilians had well nigh won all, and began to 
rejopce foꝛ their good foꝛtune, and chaſing the Greeks to death: 
but like ag à clear day is oftenimes troubled bya dark Cloud, 
ſo by the alone coming of Hercules to gkirmiſh, all their op was 
troubled, and turned into moztal loſleg. Foz the deadly arm of 
Hercules laid about him ſo terribly, that he beat down the Ca⸗ 
ſtilians, like as a Power with his Scythe cutreth down the 
graſs in a green Peadow. When Cacus ſaw Hercules ſo foun- 
der his men, His blood was on fire, and he was ſo sxceedingly 
enraged, that in a great fury he pzeſented Himſclf befoze the 
front of Hercules, and (mote him with his Swoꝛd ſo furiouſly, 
that he cleft his Shield in two parts. The Caſtilians ſeeing. 
the Shield of Hercules fly in pieces, thought that Cacus had 
put him to death, then they made a ſhout foz jop, but it durcd 
not long: foꝛ Hercules lift up his Club and ſmote Cacus upon 
the top of the Belm with ſuch frength, that it ſeemed to Cacus 
- He had been ſmitten down with the greateſt Nock in Spain. 
Pet notwithſtanding Cacus abode ſtanding in his place, chal- 
*enging Hercules to the death , and ſmote him with — 2 

| might. 
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might. At this aſailing, the Caſtilians hopin 3 the Fo:tune 
of Cacus, they all afſailedercules. 

Hei cules was gone ſo far among his Enemies, that he was 
ſeparated from his company, When he heard Cacus thzeaten 
him to death, and ſaw that tbe Caſtil.ans aſſailed him, and 
come to him from all ſides, his heart was lled with fury, and 
abandoning the thickneſs and hardneſs of hes skin of the Lion 
to the Swo2 ds of them all withont revenging him, ſave only 
againſt Cacus, he [mote him without meaſure. Cacus fought 
with the ſpirit of a Tyrant chafed, Hercules fought with a 
heart nouriſhed in Uirtue. Both of them were fierce,” firong, 
and of great courage, But when they had both enaugh each of 
other, at length the ſkrozes of Hercules were ſo great, and fo2ci- 
ble, that the ſhoulders of Cacus, noꝛ his head could ſuſtain them. 
So in the end, after their battel had dured two hours, Cacus 
could no moze ſuffer him, but fled. | 

When Hercules ſaw that Cacus fled, he meant not to foltow; 
but foz the Wicozy, began to he w on the Caſtilians, 'Arragorinoys, 
and ſuch others as he found: foz he lett no man alive befozx 
him, poung noz old, feble noz strong. Hiſpan and the other 
of his ſide, made their feats of Arms to flourith.' The Battel 
was ſharp : fo2 the Greeks doubled and redoubled their ffrokes 
and flew many or their enemfes. In the end, when Cices' hay 
taken his bzeath}, he put again into the middle at one tbe, where 
his folk fled, and made them tarry, fmiting and beating the 
Greeks more terribly than he had done befoze, whereof the cries 
aroſe ſo high, that Hercules fighting on another ſide, heard, any 
ran thither at all adventure. And as he eſpyed Cacus he went 
beſoze Him, and bꝛoke the pꝛeſs, and ſmote'down ſo ſoze, that 
Cacus knew him, but butt not abide him, but fled a wap again. 
Then the Greeks make & ſhout, and a joyful noiſe, fo that all 
the Caftilians fled ſome Here, ſome there, to the great hurt and 
loſs of Cacus: Fo2 pf all his people there was left no moze but 
fiſty which ſaved themſelbes upon the Pount of Tonehayoy 
Which fvod there by, But with great effuſion of blood of them 
of Caſtilia, that thought to mounted up with the other, ſo 
that it ſeemed there had been u Spꝛing of Blood, the Caves in the 
Uallep were filled with blood: howbeit Cacus ſaved himſe f 
fifty of his men upon the Pountains, as the — ot 
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Spain rehearſe, When he was above, and in ſure peace he te; 
furned, and looking down to the foot of the hill, taw ſo many 
Caſtilians, that were without number dead, oz in danger to dye: 
he had great ſoꝛrow then at his heart, not fo! pity, but deſpair, 
and fo2 the dangers that he ſaw he muſt paſs. Anon, after he 
ſaw in the Champaigne, each quarter and place there, all coye- 
red with them of his party, and of their blopd, Alſo he ſaw 
them that fled taken, and bzought to the hands of the other, 
Thelr things conſidered, the deſolation of his Dominion, and 
puniſhment of his tyzanny was to him evident: he thought then 
that Hercules would ſoon conquer all the Country: oz they o- 
beyed him th2ough fear, and not faʒ natural love. * 
Notwithſtanding he deſpaired not; albeit that he law the pu⸗ 
iſſance of his men deſtroyed by the Club of Hercules, and knew, 
that he mightno moze reign in that Countrey, becauſe they were 
all lain, then he returned unt his Science, and as ſozrowful 
ag he wag, he entred into a houſe he had there, but firſt appointed 
twelve of his men to keep the pallage of this Paunt, which was 
ſo ſtrait and narrow, that there could go up but ane man at once. 
When Hercules and his men had rt to death all their Ene⸗ 
mieg, Hercules began to afſailthe Mock, and got upon the de⸗ 
ees oꝛ ſtatyg: but then ſuddenly they that kept the Paſſage, 
Att upon pregt ſtones, in lo gfeat abundance, that of fozce 
be was conſtrainen to deſcend. Gaben Hercules fw that he inuſt 
withdzaw him, de dbeped Foztune, notwithſtanding he made 
a vow, That he would never depart from the foot of the Rock, 
till he hadconftrained Cacus to deſcend, by famine oꝛ otherwiſe ; 
This vow made; Hercules came unto the foot of the hill, where 
the battel had been, and made the place clean, and purged it of 
the dend bodies, and al the blood of them that lay dead. After that 
he made his Tent of boughs and leaves, and his Bed of fre 
aſs, and commanded that every man ſhould lodge there. 
hen the day. was ended and night. appzoached, the Greeks 
were weary, fo2 they had all day laboured in arms, and would 
latin have reſt, and made good chear. with that they had. And at, 
ter they had ordaincd, and ſet their Match, as well to keep the 
Coat, as to keep the Nock that Cacus ſhould nat come down, they 
laid them down upon the graſs, in ſuch wiſe as they were actu⸗ 
tomed when they were in the Mar, and lo flept that night, 
On 
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On the morrow, ercules parted the Yoſt in twain, and ſent 
Hiſpan with one of them into rragon, and Navarre, and he re⸗ 
mained wich the other, Hiſpan in the name of Hercules, was 
joyfullp received of the Navarroys, andof the Arragonys. And 
they all made to him obeyſance, acknowledging Hercules to be 
their Lozd, and the moſt vertuous Pꝛinte that was in the weck. 
When Hiſpan had ſubdued them, he returned unto Hercule, 
Hercules lay pet ſtill befoze Monchayo, and there held Cacus 
in ſubjecion, that he Could not iNue out. Cacus and his folk 
were then in great want of victual, and they wilt not what to eat 
oz d2ink. They deferred as long as they might, hoping that Her⸗ 
cules would be weary of being long there But in the end when 
their Atauals failed, they ſaw that they muſt needs adventure 
themſelves to tome down ; Cacus by his Science made certain 
ſecret things to go down into their ffomachs ; and after put 
thereto fire, and taught all the other to do ſo: then ſuddenly as 
they felt the fire iNue out of their mouths, the fume and ſmoke 
in ſuchabundance, they ſeemed all on a light lire, then by the 
counſel of Cacus they adventured themſelves to deſcend down in 
running, and caſting tire and fmme ſo impetuoully, that Hercules 
and theGreeks thought it had been a of Lighening 
fram the Heavens, and had burntthe Potintains ; foz it was a 
thing to mae men [oze abathed : and thus they eſcaped the dan⸗ 
ger of Hercules at that time. For during alk that day the Nock 
was full of ſmoke and fume that Cacus had made; and the ſmoke 


was ſo material, that ic ſeemed. datkneſs. | 8 

Cacus and his falk thus paſſed the Hoſt of Hercules andthe 
Greeks ; Then. Herciles who was the wifeſt Clerk in the 
eWs:ld, ſo emploped himſelf in ſtudy, he took His Books and 
began to ſearth how and by what reaſon the ffre deſtended kröm 
the Rock : he read much, but all things well conſidered; he 
found not that this fume came of natural things, whereof he had 
great marvel. Theu he ſent fo2 Atlas, that always was lodg- 
ed behind the ode, to be ſotitary. When Atlas was come, be 
t<cwed him the ſmoak and fume that dured pet; then he told of 
the Lightning that · had paſſed bythe Hoff, and demanded of him 
his opinion. atlas knew incontinent the fume, and anſwered io 
Hercules. Certes my Son, thou art moze ſharp in Science 


than 3, fo: mine age may not attain to ſuch high things as — 
| youth. 
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youth. Mowbeit, koꝛ as much as J know, the growing of this 
thing long time paſt : J will tell chee, (what J ſay thou ſhalt 
find true as J ſuppole. ) Therefoze know, that this fume is a 
thing artificial, and made by the craft of Vulcan, the Father 
of Cacus, who was an ercellent Paſter in this Science, any 
was the inventoz thereof: he made certain Pountains in Cicily 
to burn, and chall burn continually to the end of the Wold. 
Cacus which knew the Art of his Father, hath made this fume 
to eſcape thy hands, he is deſcended with his company inthe 
fozm of Lightning oz Tempeſt, and thus thy ſtrength is decet- 
bed by His Science. When Hercules underſtosd this, that At⸗ 
las had ſaid to him, he greatly marvelled at the Science of Ca- 
cus, and could not believe it. Then to know the truth, he took 
his Club, and went up thzough the ſ\ſmoak, unto the cop of the 
Rock ſeeking Cacus : but he found there neither man no2 beat; 
then he returned unto Atlas, and laughing, confeſſed to him that 
he had ſaid truth, and ſaid, he would make no rurſuit after him. 
fozaſmuch as he was to gentleman-lize eſcaped, This day t 

paſſed over in ſpeaking and communing of Cacus and his father 
Vulcan, The day following, when the ſmoak and fume was va⸗ 
niſhed a way, Hercules began to behold the Country, and ſaw it 
was tommodious and fertile, and to the end chat there ſhould 
eber he remembzante of him, he founded there a City, which he 
named Ter-acone, fozaſmuch as he gave this Country, to the 
Son of the King of Ancone, - and there he made. him dwell 
with his people, and with them of Tyre. Hercules after this 
foundation; went to the City Salamanque, and fozaſmuch as 
it was well inhabited, he would make there a ſolemn ſtudy, and 
did make in the earth a great round Hole in manner of a Study, 
an — ſet therein the ſeven liberal Sciences, with many other 

008g, | ; 

Then he made them of the Country ts come thither to ſtudy, 
but they were ſo rude and dull, that their wits could not come 
pztze any cunning of Science. Then fozaſmuch as Hercules 
would depart on his vopage, and would that his ſtudy were 
maintained, he made an Image of gold unto his li-eneſs, which 
he did ſet up on high in the midſt of his ſtudy upon a Piltar ; and 
made ſo by his Art, that all they that came befoze this Image, 
to habe declaration of any Science, to all purpoſes, and all = 
ence 
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ences, the Jmage anſwered, inſtructed, and taught the Scho- 
lars with Students, as it had been Hercules in his pꝛoper per- 
ſon, The renown of this ftupp was great in all the Countrep. 
And this Study duredafter the time that St. James converted 
Spuin unto the Chziſtian Faith: from Salamanque Hercules de- 
parted and went into Catalogne, and founded there the City of 
Barſeloigne, which is a good City, And finally, when he hadac- 
compliſhed all theſe things, he ſent Atlas home again into his 
Country, but he held by him all his Mzitings, fo: he lovedBooks 
above all the riches of theWozld, After he would give leave 
unto. Philotes to return unto his Country, but Philotes refuſed 
his Congie, and faidto him, that he would ſerve him all his life, 
and reputed his felicity moze great to be in his ſcrvice, than to 
govern the Country that Foztune had put into his hand, Hers 
cules after this called Hiſpan, and ſaid to him ; Hiſpan, J know 
thy wit and thy valour, J have found thee always wiſe aud 
true. Thou art a man of authozity, aud very well known in 
theſe Coalts, J do now make and conſtitute thee to be King o⸗ 
ver all this Country: and J do give unto thee charge to love 
vertue, and maintain thy honour. When Hiſpan heard the gift 
that Hercules beſtowed on him, he fell down at his feet £.thank- 
ed him, and excuſed him of that honour. But Hercules (aid to 
him, he would have it ſo, and delivered to Him a certain number. 
of his people to ſerve him. Afterwards he cauſed him to depart, 
with great ſighs and ſozrows. And Hiſpan went then by all the 
Countries that Hercules had conquered from Gerion and Cacus. 
And from thentefozth the Country was named Spain, after his 
Name : Whercfoze J will now ceaſe ſpeaking of His Conqueſt 
of Spain,and-will rehearſe the deeds of Arms that. Hercules 
didin Lombardy, and of the death of Cacus. 


CHAP. XXIV. 


How Yercules fought ag ainft the eleven Gyants of Cremona, and 
vanquiſhed them, 


Dw where are the Kings, Emperourg, Souldans;. and 
Pꝛinces, that J may * of the vertuous liberality of 
them, equal oz like unt) thole 


of Hercules The. men at this 
| day 
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day fight one againſt another, and make manp conqueſts : bug 
they attribute them unto their ſingular p2ofit. They reſemble 
not Hercules, he never fought but fo: the common weal of the 
Moꝛld. To purſue my diſcourſe ; When he made Hiſpan Ring 
of all the Region of Heſperie, that now is named Spain, he ſenc 
foz his Oxen, his Kine,and his Calves,and after departed from 
Barſeloigne, and took his way into Lo1i! ardy, He went on his 
fourneyp till he came nigh the City of Cremona, which is but a 
days journey from Millan, - There were- in this- City eleven 
Gyants, great of meaſure. Theſe cleven Gyants were alk bje- 
then, and ſons of Neleo-, the ſon of Snurn. Thep called 
themſelves all Kings of this City. They held all eſtate Rop⸗ 
al, howbeic their Revenues were but (mall, but they were 
thieves, and robbed their neighbours, and 'made them always 
War. When: they knew that © ercu es appzoached theit 
City, they aſſembled their Corrnici}, and demanded one ol ano» 
ther, if they ſhould ſuffer! Hercules to enter into thetr City; 
All were of one opinion; that they ſhould not receive him, and 
they would ſend unto him one of them, which was named Ne. 
ſtor, that he ſhould not enter into Cremons, unleſs he firſt hay 
vanquithedin battel the eleven Bꝛethzen. Neſtor at the tom 
mandment of the Gyants, departed from Cremona, and went 
to Hereules, whom he found with his little army, lying but 
three miſte diſtant from Cremor x. 

Then ſpake he to'Hetcules and 'ſaid to him; Sir, J have ten 
Bzethzen Kingsof Cremons, that have ſent me unto thee, foz- 
almuch as thou entreſt into their Dominion, and they certifte 
ther, by me, that they will give untothce no paſſage intoCre» 
mon, unleſs thou firff- overcome them, one after another in 
battel ; therefoze chuſe- whether thou wilt have che battel, oz 
elſe return again, and leave off this voyage. J advertiſe the, 
that they are al Gyants, moze great and moze puiſſant then J 
am. Sir Knight, ( anſwered Hercules J have taken my way to 
paſs-by Cremona; let the Gyants know that Hercules hath an 
intention to ſpeak unto them, as he that dꝛeaded not, ns2 fear- 
eth their accuſtomed Tprannies, which J muſt deliver the 
wo:ld-of, by feats of Arms. And to the end that they pꝛeſume 
not that J have any doubt 02 dzead of them in any manner, yt 


ſhall ſay unto them, that J will not fight with them ten, — 
ter 
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after another, but all at once together, and pou with them, if 
you will accompany them to do ſo, they ſhall find me ready to 
mozrow early, by dap light. ThE. 

Hei cules with theſe wozds made his people to abide, and reſt . 
there faz that night. And Neſtor returned to his Bꝛethzen, 
and ſaid; Py Bzethzen, J have ſpoken to Hercules, and told 
him your commandement : He hath anſwered unto me with a 
high and plain courage, that he will fight with ustomo2row : 
not one after another, but with us all at once. And to ſpeak, 
plainly of him, he hath ſemblance of a valiant man, and fur- 
nifhed with pzowels : he is a Pzince very modeſt, and of great 
tourage. It behoveth you to furniſh well the battel. Certain⸗ 
h it will be perillous, tfoz he ig mightily memhzed, and as big 
as one of us, but me thinketh he may not compare, no; pzevail 
againft us eleven, and that he may not eſcape our Fozces, - but 
we ſhall pierce him with our Hwozds, whatſoever fozce 62 
frength is in him. | 

The Gpants hearing Him ſo p2aiſe Hercules had great mar- 
vel of him, and would not believe Neftor, of that he had repoꝛt⸗ 
ed, that he would fight with them all together at once : Foz 
there were none of them all but he thought himlelk ſtrong e- 
nough ſoꝛ Hercules. Then they asked again if Neftcr were 
ſure to have well underſtood what Hercules ſaid unto him, that 
he would fight againſt them all at once: Neftor anſwered, pea, 
and that he had heard him ſay ſt in his pꝛoper perſon. With 
this anſwer they concluded, that on the mozrow they should 
Arm them all, and that they would go to the Field to fight a- 
gainſt Hercules, if he came againft them. One of the Gpants 
ſaid unto his Bꝛethzen, To mozrow ſhall be the day of our 
glozp. We ſhall vanquiſh the Uanquiſher of Ponſters : Let 
us make good chear. Bꝛother ( anſwered Neſtor ) therein is no 
doubt, but that we ſhall overcome him that ye ſpeak of, but ſo 
much ſhall our glozy be the leſs, being eleven againft one, 
Well, laid another, if in fighting againſt us eleven we ſhall 
have the leſs honour, let us every man fight foz Himſelf Bꝛo⸗ 
ther ( anſwered Neſtor ) if ye had ſeen and heard him as J have, 
pe would not be ſo hardy as you ſeem: he is another manner of 
man than you think of, Keep pou at the offer that he hath made, 
it is better to have the moſt-pzofit, and leſs honour in 3 

P caſe. 
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caſe. In theſe conferences they paCed all that dap, after ward 
they went to reſt. Mhen the hour was come, on the mozrow: 
carly they aroſe, and made themſelves ready the beſt they cou. 
After they ſent one of their men unto Hercules, to know what 
he would ſap : but as ſoon as the Pellenger iſſued out of the 
Gate, the fir& thing he-ſaw was a Giant armed marvellouſty:; 
the Pelſenger- abode then, and adviſed him a littte. After: he. 
had adviſed himſelf, he went unto the Gpant armed. and agked 
him what ho was -J am Hercules, ſaid the Gpant; Uhat: wii 
you ſay, oz have, ſaidthe- Peſenger - Jſap, ſaid; Herrules, that 
the Gyants of Cremona have ns cauſe to lett me the paſſage of 
their City. Fozaſmuch as they gave me to underſtand pefters 
day, if J would have paſſage, it behoveth me to.vanquith. them 
one after another in the field by battel; J am tome hicher in 
Hope to win the vicozp, and demand no other thing but to ſee 
them in arms, to- fight with them altogether at once; tohave 
the ſooner done. Mherekoze go to them, ſignifte. my. coming; 
and haſt them. | 

The Peſſenger with theſe- wozds returned unto the Gpants, 
and told them all what he had found. Mhen che Gpants knew 
that Hercules was already come into the field, they al cook their 
Swords and their furniture of War, and departed: from the 
City, add:eCing themſelves againſt Hercules. Hercules was 
then alone in the place. The men and women. of Cremona 
went upon the Walls and Towers to ſee the battel. Philotes 
with other Noble men of the Greeks, were upon an Bill, far 
enough from the place where Hercules was abiding the Opants, 
They were all well furniſhed with Belmets, enriched with gold 
and ſtones, They were great and ſtrong, all of one meaſure, 
they were bearded, and had fierce countenances ; they marched, 
Koutly, with a great courage. 

When they came nigh to Hercules, within half a Bow ſhoe, 
they all menaced him to the death, and made a cry ſo great, that 
the walls of their City redounded. Then they ran againſt the 
allured Pzince, like as they had been Lions: Hercules hearing 
theſe cryes, ſeeing their courſe on foot, Caycd foz them, lifting up 
his Club over his head. 

. When it came ts meeting, it ſeemed the Grants would have 
bzulſed him wich their Swozds, foz they ſmote upon him (o.un- 
meaſurably, 
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meaſurably, that the pieces of their Swords flew into the fir. 
Hercules ſuffered them, and beheld what power they had: when 
they made their aſſays upon him, Hercules made his aſſap upon 
them, and with his Club ſmote one of the Gyants upon the 
Helm, that he all bzuiſed not only his Melm, but his head, that 
he fell down ſuddenly dead. Mhen the other ten Gyants ſaw 
their 'bzother dead of one ſtroke, they had great ſozrow, and 
their blood moved. Nature willed them to take ſharp venge⸗ 
ance. They did what they could, and aTailed Hercules eagerly 
on all tides. 

Hercules feared not any ſtroke of Swozd, Spear, oz Poleaxe: 
his gkin of the Lion was hard and ſtrong 2 his ſtrength was ſka⸗ 
ble, and his Club defended all, ſo it need, great was the ſtrokes 
that they gave each other. The Gyants did their beſt endea- 
bours, and gave ſtrotes enough to Hercules, but they could ne- 
der pierce the gkin of the Lion, it was ſo hard, yet His Club 
was harder. The Gyants marvelled at the conſtance and pu⸗ 
illanc e of Hercules, As foon as Hercules lift up his Club to 
ſtrike them, they leaped aſide, and other whiles bake his 
ſtrokes; howbeit in leſs time than an hour he flew four of them, 
and the other ſeven fought afterwards, by ſuch vigour, that the 
moze he ſmote them with his Club, the moze furious he found 
them-and flerce. 

Che battel was terrible and hard, foꝛ the Gyants were ſtrong, 
und long had uſed the Skill of Arms, great pain had they to ſave 
themſelves, and ſmall hope to revenge the blood of their Bze⸗ 
thzen, and gain the honour of the battel. They ſaid that they 
were unfo:tunate, ſeeing they might not overcome one man a- 
lone, 102 equal him. In fighting they helped and comfozted each 
other, and had all good courage « But what did their number of 
Beethten p2ofit them - What availed them their couragious 
ffrokes, when they were appꝛoaching their death - Hercules was 
always Hercules: he rejoyced much in the number of his ene- 
mies, he comfozted himſelf in Foztune, Fortune helped him, 
he did marvels on all fides, well could he fight, and well de⸗ 
fended he Himſelf, all that he did was well done: all that the 
others did, was nought woꝛth, notwithſtanding they were migh- 
ty. But the luck of Hercules was not to be bꝛoben, no2 his Club 


to be fopled ; but he Triumphed, and his valour encreaſedto 
P 2 ſuſtain 
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ſuſtain the furies ok his adverſaries, who with all their might 
charged him with their ſtrokes. O marvellous ſtrength any 
might of a man. Vis puiſſance was not of a man, but of an E- 
lephant: his Skin of the Lion ſeemed that it had been temper. 
ed with quick and hard ſteel: his body ſeemed moze conſtant a- 
gainſt the cutting Swoꝛds of all his enemies, than is an Anvil 
againſt the ſtrokes of many hammers, oz great fledges : there 
was no ſtroke of his enemy that grieved him : he took great plea- 
ſure in the battel , ſeeing himlelf among ſo many Gpants. He 
ſtill greatly rejopced, and there was nothing grieved him, but 
the declining of the day which began to fail. 

At this hour, when the Sun with-held-her rays, and turned 
into the Weſt, Hercules would make an end of his battel. The 
Spants began to ceaſe to ſmite, foz from the morning to the 
evening, they fought without ceaſing ; and Hercules behaved 
himſelf limiting upon one and other, laying about him furiouſly, 
that of ſame he bzate Helmets and Yeads, of others he bzate 
arms and ſides marvellouſly, and gave many great ſtrokes, that 
he beat down all except. Neftor, who fled awap, when he ſaw the 
diſcomfiture. Therein he did wiſely, foz all his bzethren were 
lain by the hand of Hercules. . 

When they of Cremona ſaw their Lozds dead, they ſoon e⸗ 
nough made an end ol their mourning and ſozrow, fo2 they had 
been to them hardand troubleſome. At the end of this battel, 
they aſſembled to Council, when they ſaw Hercules had won 
the viaozy, and concluded together, that they would pieldthem- - 
ſelves to Hercul.s, and his mercy, With this concluſion they 
iued out of the Gates in a great number, and came to Hercules, 
theConqueroz ot his enemies: firſt they kneeled befoze him down 
to the ground: ſecondly, they pꝛaped and required of him mer⸗ 
ty: and thirdly, they ſurrendꝛed unto him their City and their 
goods, and ſaid they would hold him foz their Lozd during their 
lives.. Hercules, who was pitiful and gentle to them that hum- 
bled themſelves, received the Cremonians into his favour, and 
made them ſtand up, and after ſent foz them of his Hoſt, When 
they were come, he b2ought- them all into Cremona, where 
great jop was made; Foz they were glad of che death of the 
Gpants. And there was no man, woman noz child, but did 
rejopce. I 

n 
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In this manner was Hercules Bing of Cremon, and en⸗ 
riched with a new title of vidozp. The firſt night that he en- 
tred into the Citp, he reſted him and his people: and were well 
refreſhed and well fcaſted. On the moꝛrow he cauſed to bꝛing 
into the City the bodies of the Gyants that were dead, and bit- 
ried them woxlhipfully. Then he founded upon the:n a very 
great and high Tower, and upon the Tower he ſet eleven ſta- 
tues of mettel, after the faſhionof the Gyants that he had flain, 
in remembꝛance of his vicozy. 

Afcer the Edification of this Tower, Hercules left in Cre- 
mons, folk to govern them, and departed thence to go further 
into the Country Ye ſtudied alway, and was never idle: he 
ſtudied ſo much, that he could make the fire artificial as well as 
Cacus : and found the remedies again the ſame, Mhat by arms 
and by his (ſcience he got very great glozy in Italy. Be went in- 
to many places, and over all where he came and went, men did 
him Reverence. With great good adventure he went ſo far, 
that he came to a. City ſtanding nigh the Pount Aventine, 
where Reigned a King named Evander, which received him ſo⸗ 
lemnly, It is to be noted, that when Cacus fled from Mon- 
chayo, he came into Italy unto this Pount, diſpleaſed that he 
had loſt his Seigniozy. Then he gave all his ſervants leave 
to depart from him, and in deſpair, he went to the Pount Aven- 
tine in an evening, where he was conſtrained to withozaw him- 
ſelf,” fo2 he feared Hercules much. Mhen hs was come on this 
Hill, he found there a great Cave, and went in without his ſup⸗ 
per, and then he began to be diſcomfozted greatly, and ſaid : Alas, 
now am JA exited, and baniſhed out of all mp Seigniozies, 
andLo2dſhips. Now Have J no ſuccour no} comfozt of perſon. 
I dare not name me King, where J was wont by my name to 
make Kings to tremble, alas all is turned, and become upſide 
down. J have nothing to eat, noz no where to lodge, unleſs 
it be with the beaffs, O pooz King : where is any man ſo un⸗ 
happp as 1 - J am fo unfoztunate, that J dare not be ſeen noz 
known. With theſe wozds he laid him down upon the bare 
ground, and laid a cone under his head, and with great pain and 
grief fell a fleep, which dured not long, fo2 his veins were ſtrong⸗ 
ly ſtirred, his heart was not quiet, and his body was very evil 
ſuſtained, After he awoke, he went out ol the Cave, to look = 

etre 


ask and demand in marriage one of his Daughters. With this 


hath been befieged, and was eſcaped. Fozafmuch ( ſaid he )as 1 
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were nigh dap: foꝛ the night troubled him, and was to him kose 


long. But when he was come into the air, he ſaw no day aps 


pear, noz Stars noꝛ Poon,ſhine, but he found it all dark, and all 
the Regions of the air covered with clouds, whereat he was 
grcatly grieved. Then he went into the Cave again, noc into 
the deepeſt, but into the mouth, and there ( (02 rowful and pen- 
ſive ) abode without leeping till it was dap. 

When the dap appeared, Cacus went out of the Cave, up un⸗ 
to the top of the Hill, and began to view the Country about. 
The Country ſeemed to him good and fair to live there. After 
great penſiveneſs and many thoughts, he concluded in himſeit, 
that he would abide there, and would live of booties, rapine, and 
theft, After he bethought himſelf, that he would gountoKing 
Pricus of Calidonie, which was his Couzen, to have his Wife, 
that he had choſen, to bear Him company, and that he would 


concluſion he departed from the Pount ventine, and took his 
wap unto Calidonie, Some ſay Calidonie is that Country that 
we call Calabria. Mhen Cacus was come to Calidonie, the 
King Pricus received him as it appertained to a King, fozaf 
much as he knew him, and was of his Linage; and demanded 
of him his tydings. Cacus began to ſigh, when he ſaw thar he 
muſt tell his miſhap, and told him from the beginning to 
end, how Hercules had taken fram him his'Realms, and how 


dare net abide in my own Country, J am come Hither unto vou 
fo; refuge to tount my ſozrows. J have intention to hold me 
on the Pount Avent ine ina Cave that is there, until that time 
my enemy Hercules ſhall depart from my Heritage: and Jil 
keep me there ſo fecret, that no man in the wozld ſhall habe 
knowledge thereof, to the end that Hercules know it not, foza(s 
much as he bath me in great hate, and he hath moze greater hap 
and foztune in arms than J have : And if he knew that J were 
in any place, J am certain he would come thither to deſttop me. 
This conſidered, J Have choſen this Cave to hide me, a8 A 
have (aid It is ſo that the eyes ofa man being in great trou- 
ble, re jopte in the &ght ofa woman, foz a woman is a comfo!t 
toa man. Uherefo:e J require pou that you will give me to 
wile one of pour Daughters. And if it pleaſe you ſo to do, — 
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chall do me a greater friendſhip than J can have fo! this pꝛe⸗ 
ſent time. King Pricus anſwered Cacus, Pou are of high de- 
ſcent, and hape great Lo2dſhips in Heſperia, If foztune were 
agaiuſt you this dap, pour Highneſs ought not therefoze ta be 
the wozle eſteemed. J have four Daughters, of whom the one 
is named Lole. Take whom it pleaſeth you except. Yole, ſoꝛ 3 
will not yet marry her. And if vau have any. will co make an 
Araw againſt; Hercules, tell me plainly, J will ſuccour you as 
a true. and faithful friend. Cicus wag.very.well content with 
the anſwer of the ing; and thanked him, ſaying that he would 
make no Army fo? this ſeaſon, but paſs this time in the Cave 
as he had purpoſed, Then the the Daughters of King Pricus 
were ſent foz, and Cacus choſe one of them, which he wedded, 
and after lay with her, and abode there two days, At the end 
of tuo days he would de part, and took leave of the King.. The 
King would have delivered unto him ten Knights, and ten El⸗ 
quires. ta habe bzought him on his way; but he refuſed them, 
and would have none. Then he would have delivered to him cer- 
tain Wadies and Damoſels, but of all them he cook none ſave- 
the two Siſters of his wife: which would by. fozce go with 
him, ©. Thus then he departed from Calidonie, accompanied with 
the thee Siſters, Be was alway ſozrowful, and from that time 
forth; being impatient fo2 his being caſt out of Royalty, he 
began to rage, and bathed his Are in the blood of men, women, 
and childꝛen that he met, and put them all to death. 

Cacus began to exerciſe the deeds of fury and Tyrannp, as he 
was going to the Pount Aventine, Being come thither he en- 
tred into the Cave, the beſt he could with His wives, and the 
mot ſecretly. Of this place he made a Nell of theft, and a pit 
of ins. Foz the firſt night that he lodged his Wives, he went 
into the Uillage that ſtood there faſt by, and beheld the faire(t 
houſe, whereinto he entred by a window that was open, and flew 
all them that were therein: after took all the goods as. much as 
he could carry upon his ſhoulderg, and bare them into the Cave 
where his wives were. 
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7 CHAP, XXV. 
How Cacus ſtole away Oxen and Kine, — Hercules, 
and how Herculeg fought with bim therefore and flew him, 
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N-the mozning Cacus found a very great Cone of marble, 

which he took and bare unto his Cave, and made therewith 
his doo: Cacus held him in his Cave, and never went out but 
when he would do harm. - When he went into the! feld, he 
flew all he met. Me robbed every man, deflowzed women, 
burnt houſes and towns, and ſhoztly ſpopled, and did ſo much 
harm in Italy, that they thatpaſſed in the Countrey, ſuppoſed 
it to be deEroped by the hand of God, and could not know whence 
came theſe perſecutions that Cacusmade upon them. To re- 
turn then to our talk ok Hercules, he tame unto the City of 
King Evand r, in the time that Cacus bedewed Italy with the 
blood of men, and filled his Cave with ſkoln goods. After the 
coming of. Hercules and of his men of Arms, his Be#ves and 
Dren were bzought into the City, - becauſe King Evander 
ſhould ſ&@ them The King took great pleaſure co behold-chem, 
fo2 they were high and paſſing fair. After che King had ſeen 
them, Hercules demanded: of him, whether he could ſend to pa⸗ 
ſure that night - Jn truth Sir, ſaid King Evander, if ye will 
follow my counſel, pe ſhall let thenrabide in this City, and not 
ſend them into the fields, UWherefoze , replyed Hercules ? E- 
vander anſwered, When we ſend fo2th our beaſts, we know not 
where they become. - They habe been tollen and dziven away, 
and we cannot tell who are the Robbers, our ſervants have bern 
murdered, houſes burnt, people that ſhould labour in the field 
are lain, women and maidens are violated and put to ſhame : 
and we cannot remedy it. Foz we cannot have knowledge of 
the Authozs thereof. Wherefoze ſome men ſay and will a- 
vouch, it is God that doth thus puniſh fo: our ing. Where- 
foe J pray rou let pour beaſts abide in the City, to the end, 
"they be not ſtoln. Sir, ſaid Hercu'es, pet tell to me & great 
marvel: J believe well thoſe things pe ſap, notwithſtanding, 
ſince God hath ſaved them unto this dap, he will keep them pet, 
if it pleaſe him: fo2 if he will have them, he will take them as 


well within the City, ag out in the fields, And if there be a 
Robber 
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Kobber 02 Thief in the Country, that will take them away, 1 
bree 2 en ann Him. and mate Italy quit of him. With 
theſe woꝛds Hercules ſent his Beaſts into the Patture, and there 
left them without any Kerers:; The day paſſed over, the night 
came. In this night Cacus iſcued out of/his Cave, and went in⸗ 
to the Country to teal, if he could find aky booty. Thus he that 
is unhappy (#keth evil, and in the end is paid at once foꝛ his 
treſpaſſes; the unhappy adventure bꝛought him into the Pea- 
dow, where paſtured the Oren of Hercuſes : it was nigh tte 
mozning, he had with him his thre wives. As ſoon as he ſaw 
the beaſts by the light of the Boon, he knew them. He was all 
abaſhed, his blood changed in his viſage, and not without cauſe : 
ko ſoon after his ſoxrows began to growſo him, and came to 
the quickneſs of the heart, that he could not ſpeak, Mis wives 
when they law that he (paze no words, and that he beheld the 
beaſts all amazed, came to him, and demanded of him what he 
alled - Alas,anſwere,dCacus,fſtnce it is that you muff n#ds know; 
I tell you fo2 certainty, that all the ſoxrow in the wo2ld ariſeth 
in my fomach, and environeth mine heart :fo2 J here ſee the 
Oxen of the Triumph of mine Enemy e cules, and in behsld- 
ing them, J remember the great loſes that J have had by him, 
and the honours that he hath made me loſe, and the Realms that 
he hath taken awap from me, and the extream miſery that J am 
now in: He muſt needs be here by in ſome place. Curſed be his 
coming, fo2 J know not what J ſhall do, but in gn of venge- 
ante, J will lay his Dren and his Kine. 
When the thre Sifters heard that Cacus ſozrowed, they coun- 
ſelled him, he ſhould not Clay the beafts : ſaying, if he ſle w them, 
Hercules ſhould loſe nothing, fo: he would eat them, It were 
better ( ſaid his Wife ) that pe lead away, as many as pe can, and 
bꝛing them into our Cave: fo2 if ye do ſo, Hercules ſhall have 
loſs and diſpleaſure, and ye ſhall have pleaſure and pꝛofit. 

Cacus believed what his Wife ſaid to him, and looked in the 
Meadow all about, if any man had been there keeping them, but 
he found no man noꝛ woman: Then he came to the beaſts. and 
took eight of the beſt he could chuſe : After he bound them togey 
ther with a cozd by the tails, andthe Coꝛd about His neck, he 
dew them in that manner unto his Cave, albeit the beaſts re- 
filed ctrongly to go backwards in that manner. Czcus ſo bzought 
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all thoſe beaſts that he ſtole, to the end, no man ſhould follow 
him by the footings of the beaſts. 

When he hav pur in hiv Cave rye Deals ot Hercules, he ſhut 
the doo2 ſo well, that a man could never have known no? percei- 
ved there had been any dooz. Then thinking he had been ſafe, 
he laid him down and ſlept. After the Sun riſing, Hercules that 
delired much to hear tydings of his beaſts, aroſe up, and with 
the King Evander, came unto the place, where his Oxen and 
Kine were. When they were come into the Beadow, Hercules 
found that he lacked four Dren, and as many Kine. Whereat 
he was ſoꝛe troubled, and commanded that they ſhould ſeek all 
about the Beadows, and ſee if the footings of the beafts might 
be found. At this commandment every one began to ſeek, Some 
ther e were that looked towards the Pount Aventine, and found 
the footings of the Dren, but they thought by that footing, the 
beaſts deſcended from the Bount, to come into the Meadow, 
When all they had ſought long, and ſaw they found nothing, 
they made their repozt unto Hercules, that they could not per- 
ceive where thole Oxen were iſſuedout, and that on no ſide they 
could find any ſigns oz tokens of Beaſts going out of the Pa- 
lures; But even now laid one, I have found the footings of 
certain Oren and Kine, that be deſcended from the Pountain 
into the Beadow. When Hercules heard that from the Poun⸗ 
tain were come Dren into the Peadow, he called unto 
Evander and demanded what people dwelled on the Pountain. 
Evander ſaid, That therein dwelled neither man noz beaſt : and 
that the Pountain was not inhabited. Hercules would go to 
ſee the footing. and went thither, and he thought well that thiq 
ther might have paſſed eight great Beaſts in that night, foz the 
traces of the feet was great. Then he would know where they 
were become : but he found that the footing of the Beaſts took 
their end there as they paſtured. Ve then marvelled greatly, 
— as there were no ſtrange Beaſts, and began to 
muſe. 

Now when he had a little pauſed, he beheld the Pount, and 
ſald: It muſt needs be that there is a thick in this Mountain, 
that is come and hath ſtoln them and led them away; going 
backwards. But howſoever it is, J will never depart from 
hence, till J have ſearched this Pountam, from one ſide to — 
ther- 
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ther, fo2 my heart judgeth the Beaſts are here. 

With this concluſion Hercules cauſed to tale dibers Calves 
that were there, and made them faſt till Noon, in the mean 
while he ſent fo; his harneſs and Arms by | hilotes and made 
him ready to fight. After mid-day, as the Calves began to cry 
and bleat faz hunger, he cauſed them to be bzought about the 
Pountain. Thus as they paſſed by the place where the Cave 
was and cryed ; it happened that the Kine in the Cave heard 
them, and anſwered : crying ſo loud, that the ſound paſſed by the 
hole or the Cave, and came to the cars of the Calves, and alſo 
of Hercules. When Hercules heard the cry of his Kine, hea- 
bode there: his Calves began to cry again, but his Kine cryed no 
moꝛe, fo Cacus by the foꝛte of their cryes was awaked : and he 
that always feared to be diſcovered roſe up, and cut the thzoats 
of the Kine. The Calves then naturally, tnowing their Dams, 
tryed very loud, and bleated, as they that deſired their milk. 
Pereat Hercules marvelled very much. 

Then he came near the Pount, and went unto the place where 
he heardthe Kine; and was there thꝛee hours ſeeking if he could 
find any hole o Cave to paſs by. Mowbeit he paſſed many 
times by the entry ofthe Cave, pet he could not perccibe it. 
Some ſaid, that the noiſe and-bleating they had heard of the 
Kine was come by Jlluſton. Others ſaid, Hercules loſt his la- 
bour, and pꝛaped him to leave off to ſeck any moze, they thought 
them not recoverable, In the end when Hercules had heard 
one and another, and ſaw that he might not come to the end of 
his deſire, in a great anger he took in both arms a great Tree 
that grewthereby, and ſhook it thzee times with ſo great fozce, 
that at the third time he overth:ew it, root 4 all, in ſuch wiſe 
that the root that came out of the earth made a large hole, ſo deep 
that the bottom of the Cave ſhas ſeen plainly. 

When Hercules ſaw the great hole that the root of the Tre 
made, he was very joyful, and ſaid; Truly it is here that the 
great Thief dwelleth. J muſt ſee if he be here, and what Bcr- 
chants inhabit in this place. In ſaying theſe wozds, Hercules 
bowed down his head on the one ſide of the Cave, where he ſaw 
Cacus. As (von as he ſaw the Thief, he knew him, whereof he 
was moꝛe joyous than he was befoze, and called to him, Cacus 


J ſee thee: thou haſt bekoze this time troubled the Realm of 
N 2 Heſperia, 
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Heſperia, with innumerable treſpaſſes and great uns, that thou 
didſt commit openly and manifeſtly, This was the cauſe of the 
deſtruction of thy Seigniozy. Now thou croubleſt the Italians 
with Tyrannies ſecret and unknown, J know thy lite, thou 
mapelt not deny it. It behoveth that thou dye therefoze, any 
that J make the Italians fre , from thy hozrible and odious 
thefts. © curſed man, if thy Crowns, Diadems, Scepters, 
Renowns , thy Royal men might not maintain the ; Whete- 
foe art thou w2apped here ill in ſins, and amendeſt not, fog 
all thy puniſhments that thou haſt ſuffered - But pet iriffeay 
of a King and Prince, thou art a thief. Jn ſtead of doing juſtice, 
thou haſt been a murtherer, and burner of Uillages and houſes, 
Where thou ſhouldeſt have kept and ſaved women, thou haſt de- 
floured them, and done them villany, O Caliciff King, without 
repenting of thee. Certainly, I ſee well thou art he that the 
Italians know not, and that thou haſt perſecuted them. 

Thy malice hath been great, and thy ſubtiltp, ſ@ing that un- 
to this dap thou waſt never bewzayed, and haſt done great miſ- 
chief. But thy cunning is not ſo great, neither haſt thou ſs 
Hidden thee, but thou artnigh peril, foz thou ſhalt yield to me 
again my Oren. And to conclude, thou ſhalt put me to death, 
oz thou ſhalt dye by my hand, thou ſhalt not eſcape by running 
awap. 

When Cacus under ſtood this ſentence, he was exceedingly a- 
fraid, nevertheleſs he lifted up his head: and ſeeing that he was 
found by Hercules, the only man of the wozld he moſt hated, 
he ſaid unto him: Alag Hercules, a man all co:rupted with co⸗ 
detouſneſs ; what curſed foztune hath made thee to dzaw out 
the tree whereofthe pꝛofound and deep roots have covered the ſe⸗ 
tret abode of King Cacus, late Reigning, but now depzived of 
all wozldly pzoſperity » Sufficeth it not to thee, that J may 
habe the uſe of my natural fozce tolive by, when thou haſt taken. 
all away from me - and thatJ am fozced to live by Robbery 
and Spopl, whereok the blame and fault ought to redound upon 
thee - Why ſuffereſt thou not me to live out the reſidue of my 
po02 life, amon 7 the ſtones, and Rocks, and wozms of the Earth? 
Conſiver now what thou haſt done to the King, and ſcek him no 
moze. Thou haſt hurt and grieved him enough. Cacus, anſwer- 
ed Hercules, Jn the deepeſt of thy depths of A” = 
mileries, 
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mileries, thy demerits will accuſe thek: J am right ſozry 
and grieved, to ſee a King in ſo woful and ſhameful eſtate: but 
ſeeing thou canft not beautiſte thy days pafed oꝛ pzeſent with 
one only good deed, what remedy ? Thou haſt daily exertiſed ty⸗ 
ranny, as well in proſperity as in adverſity, J know well that 
thou art the new Perſecuto of the 1tolians, that thy hand is all 
foul with their blood. J ſeek thee not, no? the Italians can ſay 
nothing of thee, Fozaſmuch as they complain not ofthee, (has 
ving cauſe to their pꝛe judice) this Tree hath ſpoken fo2 them, and 
by his Koots hath diſcovered thine ambuſh, So behoveth it 
that thou take thy choice, whether thou wilt come, and fight 
with me here at large, oz elie that J come and aſſail thee there; 
Foz if it be to me poſſible, J will deliver the wo2ld from thy 
Tyrannies. 

By this anſwer Cacus knew there was no reſpite fo2 his 
life. Then he intended to ſave Himſelf as he had done afo2e- 
time: and made by his craft ſo great a ſmoke and dark fume, . 
that it ſeemed to come out of the hole the Tree had made as 
a very pic of Hell. And this black fume was mingled with 
flames burning. Foz all this Fume Hercules left not Cacus, 
but leapt into the Cave, into the middle of the Flames and 
Fume, as he was maſter of the Craft, and was quickly pꝛo⸗ 
vided of remedies that thereunto belonged, he went in tuffily 
andafſailed Cacus, in ſuch wiſe as he felt no fume noꝛ lett ; and 
then he gave him a (froke upon the Helm with his Club, that 
he made him hit his head againſt the walls of the Cave ; Cacus 
with che receiving of this Kroke, let the Fume dilgoꝛge out of 
his ſtomach, ſceing that by that means he could noteſcape, and 
betook him to his huge great Are that ſtood by him, to defend 
himſelf : Hercules ſuffered him to take up his Axe. Cacus 
ſmote upsn him , the Cave was not large, yet they fought long 
therein. Unto the reſcue of Cacus, came the thzee Silters, 
who did caſt ſtones upon Hercules in great abundance , and 
wept bitterly. 

The thzee Damoſels loved Cacus very well, Hercules and 
Cacus fought moze than a long hour without ceaſing, And ac 
the end of the hour, they were both ſo loꝛe that they muſt needs 
reſt them. Then Cacus took in himlelfa great p2ide, foz he 


was strong of body, and ſeemed when he had reſted, that — 
es 
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tes was not ſo ffrong as he had been afozetimes, and that he 
might never vanquiſh him, fozaſmuch as he had not overcome 
at the beginning. By this preſumption he demanded of Hercu⸗ 
les, if he would finiſh the Combate without the Cave - Hercules 
anſwered that he was content. With this anſwer Cacus took 
away the ſtone that ſhut the Cave, and went out, in going out 
after him, Hercules eſpped his Kine that were dead in a coꝛner, 
and his Oren that were bound by the Puffels unto a Pillar: 
He was ſo2ry when he ſaw his Kine in that caſe, nevertheleſs, 
he purſued Cacus, and ſaid unts him: Thou curſed Thief, thou 
haſt done to me a great diſpleaſure, to have lain my Kine. pea 
( curſed Thief thy ſelf ') anſwered Cacus, pet haſt thou done to 
me mo2e diſpleaſures, to have lain my men, and taken away 
mp Realms, Thou art only culpable of the evils that A have. 
done, and of the death of thy Kine, J would it pleaſed God that 
J had thee as well in my mercy, as J had them - be ſure thou 
ſhouldeſt never take away Realm from any man again: now let 
us diſpatch our battel. At theſe words Hercules and Ca cus 
ſmote againſt each other very ſoze, and with great fury, ſo ag 
their ſtrokes cleaved to their Þarne(s, and made a great noiſe, 
At this noiſe, the King Evander and the Greeks came to the 
battel., to behold, which was befoze the cntry of the Cave, 
where were the thzee Siftcrs paſſing deſolate, Cacus enfozted 
him with all his puiſance. Foz he ſaw it was time then oz ne⸗ 
ver to ſhew all the force that he could. He Handled his Are ve- 
ry ſtrongly, and it was needfu! ſv t) da. Be was hard and boy- 
ſterous: he gave many a ſtroke to Hercules. And thought of- 
tentimes he ſhould confound him unto the earth. But Hercules 
on His five failed not though he had a ſtout Adverſarp again 
him: He was alſo ſfrong at the Combate, and moze than was 
good fo2 the health of Cacus: He never ſmote Cacus, but he 
turned his eyes in his head, o: made him reel on the one ſide, oz 
go back ſhamefully. This battle by long during grieved che 
bcholders, they ſo aſſailed each other and fought hard on both 
ſides. Finally they did ſo much that they were d2iven to reſf 
them again, their bodies did ſweat all over. Mhen Hercul:s 
ſaw the vico2y was not yet won and that the night appꝛosch⸗ 
ed, he had great ſhame in himſelf, that he had held ſo long bat» 
tcl, Then he began to lay on Cacus ſo hard, and redoubled his 
ſtrokes 
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ſfrokes with ſuch fo:ce upon Cacus, that at the laſt he bare him 


down to the ground all aſtonied and made him loſe hi 
| is Are 
then took off his Helm. The thꝛee Siſters fled into , fo:re(t 


named Ota full of tears and cryes. any Grecks would 

ns after: but Hercules made chem ren. Thrn,colled bs 
he that was wont to trouble the Iralians with ſecret murthers, 
covert thefts, unknown defiling of women. Loe here is the 
miniſter and docr of theſe treſpaſſes : J have intention to puniſh 
him, not only after his deſert but unto death. 

Evander anſwered to Hercules, P2ince, extellent, and wo2- 
thy above all wozthies, and the beft accompliſhed of all men, 
flouriſhing in Arms - What reverence is due - Thou deſerveſt 
not only humane reverence, but that reverence that is of Di⸗ 
vine nature: J believe aſſuredly that thou art a God, 02 the ſon 
of a God: elſe a man deified, Thou in eſpecial ha ſeen moꝛe 
in a moment, than all the eyes in general ofall the Italians did, 
not in a whole year, but in an hund2ed pears, 

Oh the bzight reſplendent Son of Noble men: and fair 
ſhining with noble feats and deeds; How map we thank thee, and 
give thee pꝛatſe fo2 thy deſert in this great wozk - Thou (by 
thy moſt exceltent labour) haſt disburthened us from darkneſs, 
and haſt given us light; thou haſt effc&ed moze than the great 
Troops and all the aſſemblics of Italians would have been able 
to do. Thou haſt gotten moꝛe Triumph in chaſtiſing of this 
Gyant, paſſing terrible, than we are able to reward thee fo; ; rr 
ly if thou be not a God, thou haſt from the Gods their ſingular 
grace; J pꝛomiſe to thee in remembꝛante of this labour, to build 
a ſolemn Temple in mp City, where thou ſhalt have an Altar, 
and upon the Altar ſhall be thy repzeſentation of fine gold, and 
the repꝛeſentation of this Tyrant, in ſhewing how thou haft van⸗ 
quiſhed him, to the end that our Heirs and ſucceſſo2s in time 
coming, may have thereof knowledge, 

During theſe woꝛds Cacus had refreſhed him, who was aſto⸗ 
nied at the ſtroke that he had received, and thought to have fled : 
but Hercules ran after, and caught holdcf him, andembzaccd 
him in his Arms, ſo hard that he could not ſtir from him, and 
bzought him again, and bare Him unto a deep pit that was in the 


Cave, where he had caſt in all ozdure and filth, Hercules came 
unto 
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unto this foul pit, that the Greeks had found, andthruſt Cacus 
— his bead downwards from on high into the ozdure be⸗ 
neath. 

Then the Italians came about the Pit, and caſt ſo many 
— — him that he dyed there miſerably. Such wasthe 
end, ofthe qq. Bina. Cicus he dyed in an bole full dp lde con- 
ſent of Hercules he made him to be d2a'on out of the Pit, and 
tauſed him to be bozn into the City where Hercules was recety- 
ed ſo triumphantly that no man can rehcarſe ; the Feaſt was 
great that night in the Palace of King Evand-r, and paſſed 
with great joy. On the mozrow the King Evander cauſed to be 
ſet fozth the body in the tight and common view of all the pea⸗ 
ple, and afterwards ozdained certain folk, to carry his miſe- 
rable toꝛps oz body, thzough all the Cities where he had done 
harm, and to count and rehearſe to them his life. Mhen the 
body was ſhewed in the City of king Evander, they that hay 
the government thereof, bare it into divers places, and al way 
Pzaiſed Hercules. | 

In remembzance of this vicozy the King Evander com 
manded to begin the Temple he had pꝛomiſed to Hercules, and 
required Hercules that he would ay in that Country, until the 
time his Temple ſhould be fully finiſhed, Hercules beheld how 
King Evander did labour about building his Temple with all 
diligente, agreed to his requeſt, fozaſmuch as to him ſeemed, the 
Temple would be ſhoztlp made. Some Books ſap, that long 
time befoze, Mars had pꝛomiſed Hercules that there Chould be a 
Temple made unto him: and fo2 chat cauſe he was come into 
Italy, to know if his deſtiny wonld happen oz no - And when the 
Italians heard ſpeech of the birth of Hercules, they believed he 
was the Son of jupiter not of Amphitrich, 


CHAP. XXVI, 

How the Queen of Laurentia fell in love with Hercules : and 

how King Pricus came into Italp with a great Hoſt, to defie 
Percules, 

Þe glozious deeds of Hercu'es were greatly recommended 
| in Italy, as well foz that he Had vanquiſhed the Gpants 
of Cremona, as foz the death of Cactus. So great was his re- 
nown, 
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nown, that during the building of his Temple, all manner of 
people came thither to ſce Him, and did him divine honours 3 
naming him the Son of Jupiter. The Kings and the Koꝛds 
came tohim to give him gifts, andrich preſents. Among all 
other the Queen of Laurentia came thither, from her City with 
many Chariots, filled and laden with Jewels, and p2eſented 
them to Hercules. Herculez received into his grate this Queen 
and her Preſents, and thanked her greatly. This Queen had 
to name Facuz, and was Mife to King Fanus, Son of King 
Pricus , the Son of Saturn: ſhe was young, freſh, tender, and 
full of luſtinels, She had not ſeen King Fanus her Yusband 
in four pears, foꝛ he was gone into a far Country, and was not 
in all this time come again. So it happened, thac after ſhe firſt 
began to behold Hercules, and to mar him well, the defired his 
company and acquaintance : and ſhe loved him ſo erceedingly, 
that ſhe could not turn her eyes 02 her thoughts upon no other 
thing but Hercules In the beholding him the ſaid in her heart, 
That he was rhe moſt well favoured man and p2oper without 
compariſon, that ever the jſaw; and that of right, men ſhould 
give him pꝛaiſe; ſaying mozeover, That her heart was entangled 
with the fire of his love: that many cogitations and thoughts 
ran in her mind. Now was ſhe awaked with a topous ſpirit. 
She paſſed ſo the firſt day that ſhe came in this manner with 
Hercules, Mhen ſhe was gone awap to reſt, the laid der down 
on a bed, and began to think on the beauty of Hercules, with ſuch 
ardent deſire that ſhe could not abſtain from weeping, and ſoꝛe 
wiſhed after him: whereof the end was ſuch, that after many 
Imaginations, about the mozning ſhe began to ſay unto her 
ſelf, O Foztune, what Pan, what Prince, what King haſt 
thou bzought ints this Country - This is not a King like others. 

This is an Image ſingular, and like ag if God had made him 
by nature to exceed and Triumph above all her other wozks, 
All glory ſhineth in him, not only by his valiant Pꝛoweſs, but 
by his ſimple and ſacred perfection of body, to which may te 
made no compariſon. 

O clear Image among the Nobles, who is ſhe ſecing his 
eyes, that with one only ſight will not have her heart thozow- 
ly pierced - ZUho is ſhe that will not covet and deſire His grace ? 


The moſt foꝛtunate of all happy and well foztunedſhall ſhe be 
O that 
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that map get his good will: he is humble, fair, pleaſant and 
aughing : he is a treaſure. O dear treaſure ; like as the Gold 
urpaTethall other manner of metals, ſo he ſurpaſſeth all o⸗ 
ther woꝛks of nature: how then, wall J not love him? As long 
ag live, his name ſhall remain wꝛitten in my memoꝛp, and his 
virtues ſhall never be foꝛgot. 

Great were the p2aiſcs that Facus uttered of Hercules: and 
ſhe foꝛgot the King Fanus, and negleded him fo2 the love of Her, 
cules, She was there a certain ſpace of time, and alwaps thought 
on him, Hercules, that thought nothing of her, made her no ſem- 
blance no: ſign of love: howbeit he talked oft-times with her, 
and with the Wife of King Evander, named Carmenta. The 
moze he conferred with them, the moze was Facua in great pain 
by the inflaming of love: ſometime ſhe loſt her colour and coun- 
tenante, but certainly ſhe covered it ſo well, that no man took herd 
of it. 

When ſhe had been there eight days, bearing ſuch grievous 
pain, and ſeeing that Hercules perceived not the love the boꝛe 
him, to come to the end of her deftre, ſhe came on a day to Her- 
cules, and humbly required him to come to her houſe, to paſs 
the time whiles the King Evander there finiſhed his Temple. 
Hei cules acco2ded and agreed unto her requeſt, whereat ſhe had 
very great joy in her ſelf, They then difpoſed themſelves to go 
unto Laurentia, and took leave of the King Evander, andof the 
Queen. Thus going, Hercules was always bythe ſibe of Fa- 
cus, who reaſoned of many things by the wap: and alway Facua 
had her amo2ous eyes fired on Hercules: that at laſt Hercules 
began to take herd, and ſaid to her ſoftly thus: Lady, pou do me 
exceeding honour to bzing me into pour houſe. Alas Sir, an- 
ſwered Facus, J do nothing but trouble you ; fo2 J have not 
the power to Feaſf pou as J would, Lady ( anſwered Her- 
cules ) the good chear that pou beſtow on me, is to me accepta- 
ble, lo that from hencefozth pe bind mine heart to be willing to 
fulfil your will in ſuch wiſe, that there is nothing that pou de- 
fire, but J will accompliſh it at your Commandment, unto my 
power, as to any the moſt accompliſhed Lady that is in the 
Met: Ficus with theſe wozds began to (nile, and anſwered ; 
Sir, J have done nothing fo; pou ; and pou are not beholding 
$5 me zs you ſay, Yowbeir J thank you fo: your good _ 

| and 
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And thereok J hold me foztunate and happp, fo: that the moſt 
woꝛt hy man of all men vouchſateth to accompany ſo poo: a Ka⸗ 
dy as J am. Lady ( anſwered Hercules) J take not that to be 
attributed rightly to me, toſap, that A am the moſt worthy of 
men: fo2 there have been many better than J am. But cer- 
tainly, the moze ye ſpeak, the moꝛe pe bind me to you: And 
ſince pou do me ſo great Honour, J requeſt that J map be pur 
Knight, and that ye take power over me, to command me to 
perfozm pour will and pleaſure. Sir, ſaid Facua, will pe that 
it be fo - Lady ( anſwered Hercules) moſt willingly. J will not 
command pou ( ſaid Facuz ) but J will give you over me as 
much Seignioꝛp and Loꝛdchip as it ſhall pleaſe pou to take. Her- 
cules with the ſame woꝛd, would kain have kiſſed the Lady, had 
it not been koꝛ the honour of her which he would keep. Thus 
they ended their conference fo2 that time, and from that day 
foꝛth Hercules intended to pleaſe the Lady moze than he had 
done befoze : ho2tly he acquainted himſelf ſo with her, and ſhe 
with him, that they lay together ſecretly. And he begot on her 
a Son that was named Latine, who was afterward of great 


Sobernment. 


During theſe things, whilſt Hercules and Facua had this 
good oppoztunity in Laurentia, tydings came that the King Fas 
nus wag coming. Facus, who began to take delight in the love 
of Hercules, was paſing ſozry when ſhe heard theſe tydings; foz 
ſhe had firmly fired her heart on Hercules, Suddenly the tears 
blubbered her eyes. And weeping, ſhe came into a Chamber 
where Hercules was : then ſhe took Him apart, and ſaid to him ; 
Alas, mp love, J hall dye foz ſozrow. Lady ( ſaid Hercules) 
wherefoze - Foz ſo much ( ſaid ſhe ) as mp Husband the King, 
Fanus cometh home : It is full four years ſince J heard of him, 
J had ſuppoſed he had been dead, but is not. Dis Harbingers 
are come befo:zg, and ſay, he will ſup here this night. Alas 
what evil adventure is this - We muſt not depart, and our 
communication fail. With theſe wozds, the Lady embraced 
Hercules, and fell in his arms in a ſwound, Hercules took her 
up, and comfo2 ted her the beſt he could, and ſaid unto her, that 
ſince ſhe was married, it was reaſon ſhe ſhould abide fill with 
her Pusband, Whatſoever Hercules ſaid unto the Lady, he 
could not keep her from weeping, her love and her griefs were 

D 2 great 
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great. In the end ſhe went into her Chamber, and dꝛped her 
eyes, and bake off her dolozous weeping as much as ſhe could, 
arraping and apparelling her in ſuch wiſe, as if ſhe had been ve⸗ 
ry joyful at the coming of her Yusband, who came ſoon after, 
and entred into the City with great Triumph. 

Hercules and the Queen Facua went to meet the King Fanus, 
When the King Fanus ſaw He. cu'es, he did to him as much ho⸗ 
nour as he could do. Fozaſmuch as he was adviſed ofthe 
deeds of arms that he had done again the Gpants of Cremona, 
and againſt Cacus : ana highly thanked him, fozaſmuch as he 
was come into the City. Foz concluſion, Hercules abode there 
four days after Fanus came home : and on the fifth day conſider- 
ed, he might no longer enfop his Love, he did nothing there but 
tole his time, ſo he took his leave of King Fanus, and of the 
Queen Facua, and returned unto the Palace of King Evander, 
where he abode unto the time that His Temple was accompliſh- 
ed, About the conſummation of this Temple, an Yerauld of 
Calidonie, came to Hercules, and ſignified unto Him, that King 
Pricus came againf him, with a great puiſſance of men of Arms, 
to revenge the blood of Cacus his Couſin ; and that he charged 
Hercul:s he hid without cauſe moſt cruelly put to death a no- 
ble King. MPozcover, that if he would maintain the contrary, 
on the mozrow carly he ſhould find King Pricus in the ſame 
place where the blood of King Cacus was ſhed : and that by moz- 
tal Battel, puiſance againſt puiſance, he would pꝛove it true 
that he (aid. 

When Hercules had heard what King Pricus had ſignified 
unto him: he had his heart full of jop, and anſwered to the Ye- 
rauld, the death he had made Cacus to dye, was a wozk of Ju⸗ 
ffice : and that upon the quarrel, he would anſwer by Battel, 
King Pricus, at the hour and place that he had named. After 
this anſwer thus made, Hercules gave unto the Herauld his 
Gown that he ware upon him. and cauſed him to be Feaſted, ſay⸗ 
ing, That he had bzought him tydings of great pleaſure. 

When the Herauld had had good chear, and well Feaſted as 
Hercules commanded: he returned to King Pricus, aud told him 
the anſwer of Hercules, and that he ſhould hade on the mozrow 
the Battel. King Pricus thought to win all by che advantage 
of his multitude, ( foz he had in his Armp above Thirty thouſand 
men 
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men (and thanked his God foz theſe tydings, came fo: ward: and 
lodging him the ſame night, nigh unto the Pount Aventine, and 
on the River of Tyber, He made him ready to fight this battel : 
The like did Hercules: either of them minding what they had 
to do. Thus the night paſſed, and on the mozrow, as ſcon as the 
day light appeared, King Pricus and Hercules began to ſound 
their great Tabours, and wich that ſound, their men put them 
in arms, and made themſelves ready, after trained in o2der of 
battel. And lo they came on both parties, as well the one as 
the other, into the ſame place where the blood ol King Cacus had 


been ſhed. 


CHAP. XXI. 
How Yercules fought King Pricus in battel: how he fled into the 
City, where Yercules alone ſlew him, and many others. 


Bout five of the clock inthe mozning, Hercules and Pri- 

cus allembled at the battel ; from as far as Pricus ſaw 
Hercules, he made a marvellous cry. With this cry the Cali- 
donians began to run againſt Hercules and made ſo great a 
noiſe, that it ſeemedthere was not people enowin all the wozld 
foz them. But certainly, as ſmall rain abated down a great 
wind, in like manner Hercules alone ſupp:eft their over boaſts 
ing upzoar. 

Fo! as ſoon as he ſaw his enemies come running againſt him 
about a quarter of a mile off, he departed from his main body, 
that was (ct in good oꝛder and after he commanded his folk that 
they Could not ma'e haſt, he began to run againſt the Cali- 
donians (ſwiftly ; not like an Yo:ſe, but an Hart, that no man 
might overtake. The King Evander was all abaſhed, to ſee in 
Hercules ſo great nimbleneſs. ' Pricus and the Caledonians, 
when they ſaw him move from the Yoſt, ſuppoſed it had been 
a Bozſe, 0: other Beat. In the end, when Hercules was come 
nigh them, within the ſpace of a Bow-ſhot, they knew is was 
Hercules: whereupsn they were ſo abaſhed at his coming: 
Pricus crped to have ſet his men upon him. They ſhot Arrows, 
and they caſt Darts and Spears upon Hercules, againſt all che 
parts of his body : nevertheleſs they could never picrce noz en- 


ter into the 8 in ofthe Lion, and he never reſted, till he had ac- 
compliſhed 
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compliſycd His courſe, thuſking himſelf fozwards among his e⸗ 
nemies ſo mightily, that overthzowing all befoze him, lite as 
a Tempeſt oz Thunder, he went into the midſt ofthe Holt, 
where was the chick Banner of King Pr'cus. 

Hercules ſtayed there, and began to lay on upon one fide and 
the other, and dye his Swoꝛd with the blood of che Calidonians, 
His Swoꝛzd was lo heavy that no man might endure it, bzuiüng 
all it reacht, It made the pleace red where Cacus dved. Then 
was not the ſhame and death of Cacus revenged, but augmented 
upon the perſons of his friends, with an exteeding laughter. 
The cry aroſe great about Hercules: he bzoke to pieces the 
Banners and Recognizances of the Calidonians, there wag 
none ſo hardy but he dꝛove him back: and none ſo reſolute but 
he ficd from him. Then hc made what ſpoil he would with his 
Enemies. Theſeus, Evander, and othcrs, came unto the battel, 
At this conflict there was many a Spear, Halbert and Shield 
bzoken, and mnay a night lain. The Calidonians were in 
great number, and many were both ſtrong and mighty. The 
battel was ſharp and furioug. King Pricus ſet foꝛemoſt upon the 
Greeks, and fought moſt valiantly , and Hercules and Theſeus 
did wozthily , and deſervin memozy : they ran from rank to 
rank, and bzake the ranks of their Enemies. They comfo2ted 
and encouraged their men, and ſhewed them how they ſhould do, 
Their deeds were ſo great, that it is impoſſible to recount 
them, foꝛ in little time they put their enemies to deſpair. All 
the diſcomfiture was upon the Calidonians, fo2 they could not 
withſtand the fo:ce of the Greeks, And when Bing Pricus ſaw 
that his people could no moze fight, and that he loſt on all ſides, 
that Foztune was againſt him in all points, being weary with 
fighting, he withdꝛew him out of the p:cſs, and ſounding a re- 
treat, the Calidonians fled after him. 

When Hercules ſaw the Calidonians withdzaw themſelves, 
he made his Greeks retreat: not fo: any need they had, but to 
give leave to their enemies to reſt them, Thus the battel cea(s 
ed, Hercules ſuppoſing that che Calidonians would aſſemble on 
the mozrow when they had reſted them: but they withdzew 
themſelves ſome here, ſome there. The day paſſed, the night 
came, then King Pricus aſſembled his Captains and ſhewed to 
them their loſs, and ſtrength and might of the Greeks, and 

in 
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in eſpecial of Hercules. After he had ſaid to him, tha they could 
never conquer them, and that they could not do wiſcr than with- 
dꝛaw them, and to return into their Country. The. Calidont- 
ans, that feared Hercules moze than death, oz a Tempeſt, had 
great oy when thep underſtood the will of King Pricus, and an⸗ 
lwered all with one aceozd, That they were ready to go fo! tl} 
on their wap. With this anſwer they concluded to leave the 
Tents, Carts, and Armour, to go lightly, and moze ſecretlp. 
After this they toon their wap actoꝛding to the concluſton, fair 
and ſoftly, without (ir oꝛ noiſe, and did travel ſo this night, 
that on the mozrow they were far from Hercules. After this, 
when Hercules eſpped that they were fled, he with his men pur⸗ 
ſued after ſwiftly, howbeit they could not overtake them. Foꝛ 
to ſpeed the matter, King Pricus returned into Calidonie ; 
Hercules purſued him into his City, which was ſtrong with 
Walls, and beſteged him. During this ſiege there was never 
a Calidonian that durſt come out, Hercules oftentimes aſſaulted 
the City, but loſt His labour. At length when he ſaw he could 
not get noꝛ win upon his enemies, he called his Greeks, and ſaid 
to them: That man that ventureth not, winneth nothing. We 
lojourn here without doing any thing wozthy of memozy. Our 
Enemies will not come againſt us unleſs we fetch them, and 
thus we ſhall have no end: ſho:tly we muſt win oz loſe all. 
Wherefoze J think it beſt that J diſguiſe me, and go unto the 
Gate, and let the Pozters underſtand that J have an errand 
unto the King : and hereupon, ik J may enter, J will gounto 
the King, and ſo deal if it be poſſible, that he ſhall never allault 
me after in battle. And if it happen that J may ſo do, as I 
have told you, J will that ye aſſail the City, as ſoon as J ſhall 
be within: that the Calidonians may have to do with you, as 
well as with me, leſt J have them all at once upon me. 

When Theſeus and Evander underffood well what Hercules 
would do, they anſwered they were readyto obey all His com- 
mandments, and would aſſault che City after his ſaping. Then 
Hercules arrayed himſelf like as he had been an Ambaſſadour, 
Theſeus and the Greeks made themſelves ready fo2 the aſſaule, 
When all was ready, Hercules departed, and came and knoc*t 
at the Gate of Calidonie and the Pozters looked out at a little 


Window, to ſee who knocked there, and ſeeing there. was but on 
man - 
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man in a long Gown, they opened the Gate ko: him, and azkey 
him what he would have - Herc.les anſwcred, that he ſought 
the King. What would you with him ſaid one of the Pozters - 
Her. ulcs ſaid, J would fain ſpeak with his Bazeſcy ; and laping 
theſe wozdg, the Pozters ſaw that Hercule, was Armed under 
his Gown : then in few woꝛds, they cryed upon him, and laid at 
him befoze and behind, ſaying he was a Traitoz: and that he 
was come to eſpy the City. When tlercules ſaw himſelf ſec 
upon by the Pozters, being where He would be, he had great 
joy which he covered, and made ſhew at the beginning, as if he 
would have fled away and eſcaped ; he cmploped ſo little of his 
ſtrength, that the Pozters, bzought him unto King Pricus, which 
ſate in the Hall with his Daughters and his Princes, and p1e- 
ſented him to them, ſaping : Sir, loe here is a Traitoz, that 
is entred into your City, foꝛ to eſpy your power. Me have 
taken him: He ſaid that he would ſpeak unto pour ꝙa jeſty, and 
he is armed under his Mantle as pe map ſee: It is an evil to⸗ 
ken fo a man deſiring to ſpeak to a King, Armed pzivily oz co- 
vcrily, 

when the King underſtood this accuſation of the Poxters, 
whillt they ſpake, he beheld Hercules, and he knew him: wheres 
at he was ſoꝛe affrighted that he knew not what to ſay. Her. 
cales then beſtirred himſelf, and wzung himſelf, from the Poꝛ⸗ 
ters, thzowing them down upon the ground, that they never 
could relieve themſelves, Mhen the Calidonians in the Ball, 
ſaw him ſo evil intreat their Pozters, they thzeatned Hercules 
unto death and aſſailed him on all lives. His Gown was then 
rent off, In the bickering he received many a ſtroke, and al- 
waps he defended himſelf, without diſplaying of his power and 
gteat ſtrength, as he that waited fo2 the tydings of the allault 
that wagsnigy, Che affray was great in the Hall, and in the 
City on all parts, the Caledonians ran tothe Pallace, to aNail 
Hercules: Hing Fricus made him ready, and came with others 
unto this fray. Then was Hercules àſſailed fiercelp, but this 
aſſault was dear to the King : fo2 to his welcome Hercules came 
to the Tabernacle that ſtood upon four great Barrs of Jren ; 
the one whereof he took, and keat down the Tabernacle, Akter, 
he lifted up his Ear, and (mote Bing Pr cus, ſo unmcaſurably 
upon the top of his Helmet, that he beat him down co the Earth, 
and 
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and ſmote him ſo ſoze, that he fell down dead between his two 
oꝛters. | 

P At this time, the Cry aroſe great among the Calidonians, not 
only there but in the City, alſo, ( foz he that kept the Watch 
ſounded to Arms, the Greeks aſſailing to climb the Malls) 
Calidonie was then troubled terribly, and the Calidonians knew 
not where to turn them, whether to Hercules, oz the aſſault : 
All was full of armed men, as welt in the Kings Pallace as on 
the walls. Aftex Hercules had flain Pricus, he began to lay on 
ſoundly upon his Enemies, his (rokes were great, and at 
each ſtroke he Jew two oz chzee, that in ſhozt ſpace he cover- 
ed all the pavement of the Pallace with dead bodies of the Ca- 
fidonians, lying one upon another, without any damage to 
himſelf, The Calidonians'were of great courage, and were a⸗ 
ſhamed that they coutd not overcome Hercules, who alone had 
injuredthem ſo much. They aCailed him fiercely, and caſt upon 
him Darts and ſharp Javelins. With his arms he boze all, 
and did ſo much wich his barr, that they could not reſif his 

frength. * The pooz Calidonians came thither with great cous 
rage to rehenge the death of theirKing. Hercules flew ſo ma⸗ 
ny that he knew not where to ſet His foot, but upon their car- 

kaſſes. Befoze the Gate of the Palace, was a great noiſe, and 

weeping, that Women and Childzen made. In the end, when 

the Calidonians perceived the frength of Hercules, they ceaſed 

to aſſajl Him, and fled. Then Hercules iTued out ofthe Palace, 

with his Bar all covered with blood, As ſoon as the Calido- 

nians ſaw him, they afſailed him again: caſting Stones and 

Darts upon him, and ſhot Arrows abundantly, as they that as 

waited his paſſage, In this aſſault, Hercules ſuffered much, yet 

he paſſed them that would have ſlain him, andreſted not until 

he came to the Gate. 

Chen the Calidonians ran after him, as men careleſs of their 
lives, and mightily enraged, began again to lay on Hercules 
When he ſaw that, he turned his face upon chem, and laid about 
with his Barr on every ſide, ſoluſtily, that he dycd his Barre 
with new blood: and maugre his enemies, he made them retire 
back mo2e than foꝛty paces - and obtained the Gate, Then the 
Calidonians purſued Him again : but cre they came upon him 


he bꝛoke all the Locks and the wicket of the Gate; ſo that the 
Þ Greeks 
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Greeks aſſailed them with all their power, and beat down the 
D;aw-15;ivge. After he called the Aſailants, and they tame 
unto him, and with little reſttance they entred the City, which 
was filled at that time with great laughter of the Calidoniang, 
who would not yield, noz put themſelves to mercy, until the 
time they ſaw their reets and houſes full of dead bodies. 


C. HA P. XXVIII. 
How Dereules was enamoured on Poel, the Daughter of Kingpri- 
tug, bow he required her Love, and ſhe accordeds 


I N this manner was King Pricus Lain, and his City taken by 
Hercules. After the laughter, when the Calidonians had 
humbled themſelves, Hercules and Theſeus went unto the Pa- 
late, and they came thither ſo ſoftly, that they found the Daugh- 
ters of King Pricus, with their Ladies and Gentlewomen, ſ&k- 
ing the King among the dead bodies. There were ſo many dead 
that they could not find noꝛ know him they ſought. Hercules at 
his coming began to behold one & another, but eſpecialy among 
all others he caſt his eye upon Yoel the Daughter of the King: 
foꝛaſmuch as ſhe was excellently gliſtring in beauty, that in all 
the woꝛld was none like unto her. Mhen he had a little beheld 
her, by a ſecret commandment of love, he dꝛew him unto her, 
thinking to comfozt her. When the deſolate Gentle woman 
ſaw Hercules appzoaching unto her, ſhe trembled foz fear, and 
fled unto her Chamber, the Ladies and Gentlewomen followed 
her, and with them went Hercules. He entred into thr Cham. 
ber where ſhe was, and ſate down by her. She thought to have 
riſen, to have gone out of the wap, but he Held her by her 
cloaths, and ſaid unto her: Lady, pe muſt not fly mp company, 
Yoel ſpake then, and ſaid; O miſerable Tpzant, whac ſeck- 
eſt thou me now foz to trouble me moze ? Thou hatt flain my 
Father, let that ſuffice thee. Padam ( anſwered Hercules) if 
the King your Father be dead, it is reaſon : Foz he thinking to 
Revenge the death of the Tpzant Cacus, came not long ſince to 
aſſail me in Italy, ſaying chat J had unjuſtty and without 
cauſe flain him. In maintaming the concrary, J fought with 
him upon his quarrel ; the Battel was not ended, no2 put to 
utterance at that time, foz he withdzew Himſelf with his 
8 people, 
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people, and came into this City. And J have purſued him ha- 


ily» 

And when he ſaw that J laid my ſiege about this City: he 
would not come to fight the battel during mp Siege, wherefoze 
this day J purpoſed to finiſh the War. Fortune hath been on 
my fide, and hath put you in my po wer. Certainly, without re- 
medy you muſt be my Lady and Love: fo; in ſeeing pour ngu- 
lar beauty, love hath conftrained me to be yours ; Then J pay 
pou as efkectuouſly as J may, ceaſe your ſozrow, and receive me 
as pour friend. The moze pe weep, the leſs ye win: continual 
tears and ſozrow , noz laſting ſighs, can ever raiſe pour Fa- 


ther. 

With theſe wo2ds the fair Yoel was ſoze oppzeffed with hot 
and contrary imaginations, that her hears fatled her. It was a 
piteous thing to behold how her friend Hercules would have 
taken her up between his arms. Buta wiſe Lady that had al- 
ways governed her, came to him, and kneeling on her knees, 
ſaid; Sir, J conjure you in the name of God, that pe will 
ceaſe to ſpeak to this poor Damoſel, foz ſhe hath this dap loſt her 
Father. Pou may do with her pour own pleaſure, if pe let her 
a little abide in her melancholly; all ſhall be well if it pleaſe 
God, as well ſoz you as foz her, At the requeſt of the Lady, 
Hercules was content to let her go, and he recommended Yoel 4g 
God, and went to Theſeus to paſs his time away with him: 
but to the end that Yoel Chould not go away noz eſcape, he 0s 
dained twelve Greeks to keep her, and commanded upon pain of 
death, they Would ſuffer no Woman to iſſue out of the Cham⸗ 
ber without examining whither he went, In this night Her- 
cul. s did tauſe the dead bodies to be had out of the Palace. And 


92dained that the body of King Pricus ſhould be intombey. 


When thoſe things were accompliſhed, Hercules and Treſeus 
with their men of Arms made good chear, with (uch as they 
found there: and Yoel at this time was ſoze diſcomfo:ted that 
t cannot be recounted. The Lady that had her in governance, 
ſought very much to tomfoꝛt her. Then when Hercules ha leſt 
her in the Chamber, as is ſaid, Lhe had many words with her, 
and among all other ſhe ſaid to her: Py Daughter, you weep 
too much. Ya adam ( ſaid Yoel ) how map J do leſs ? When 
ſhall J have cauſe to weep, i J ** it not now? Py Ab 

2 is 
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is dead: J have loft him that moſt loved me of all the wozly. 
I can loſe no greater thing, Ought not then mp heart to be 
ſgrowful - Py Daughter ( ſaid the Lady) J know well that ye 
have as great occaſion of ſozrow as any woman can have: but 
ſince you muſt paſs by this misfoztune, what can your weeping 
p2ofit pou - There can nothing proceedof it but melancholi- 
neſs, and impairing pour p2afſed beauty. Be are now fallen 
into the hands of this Pꝛince. This is a man woꝛthy and Ko- 
ble above all other, he loveth you : pou ottght to thank God, and 
to give him pꝛatſe foꝛ this grace. This is to pou good foztune, 
and a hap in your miſhap. It you will be ruled by me, pou 
ſhall take all this in good part, Better it is to ſuffer one evil 
than two. J think ye ought to conſider your eſtate: And tk pe 
confider it well, ye ſhall endeavour to fozget it. Madam ( ſaid 
Yoel )Alas how can that be, that J ſhould love, oz have fami- 
liaritp with Him, that hath done unto me ſo much harm, He 
hath not only taken from me a Knight, and Uncle, noꝛ a Couſin, 
but mine only proper Father, let none ſpeak to me thereof, 
He is and ſhall be my moꝛtal Enemy, as long as J and he ſhall 
live, he ſhall have no moze of me, foꝛ pꝛaper, pꝛomiſe noꝛ menates. 
Mp Daughter ( ſaid the Lady ) make not pour felf bond 
whereas you are free: the effects of love be ſubtil and ſuddain, 
Love is alway in his ſecret thzone, that can do no other thing, 
but humble the hard hearted, and bow the ſtrongeſt. So harda 
heart is not among the humane Ereatures, but that tt is ſoon 
humbled and made meek, when it is his pleaſure. There is no 
Tower ſo high, but it map be ovetthzown by ſubril undermining: 
No! no night ſo dark, but it is overcome by the day. Pe hate 
Hercules now, but after ye Have a while kept company with 
him, peradbventur? you will love him better than ever pou lo- 
ved pour Father ; 62 any ot pout kind: ed. And that J now by 
experience: foz J hated my Yusband at firſt exceedinglp, but 
ſhoztty after when we began to be acquainted together, J lo⸗ 
ved him ſo, that if he had not been with me day and night, J 
thought J ſhould Have dyed fo2 ſozrow. Py Daughter, ſuch 
ars the chances of Lobe, that oftentimes after great hate com- 
eth great love. The glozp of Hercules is lo clear, that your 
heart ought to be delighted therewith : the Conqueſt that he 
hath made in this City, ſhall be foz pon a ſingular pꝛeparation 
to 
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to all good. Would you attain unto a greater height of honour 
than to be a Lady of him who is the ſubduer of Kings : and the 
molt valiant in arms; fo2 to him is nothing impoſſible, ha- 
ving conquered the moſt part of the world. © mp Daughter 
re ſoyce in pour Foꝛtune: chut not the dez to pꝛoſperity that 
cometh to pou: it is to be believed, the deſolation of this City was 
appointed by God, in favour of you that are the Paragon: and 
none like unto you of all the Daughters of the Kings, to give 
you in Marriage untothis man. 

With theſe wozds the fair Yoel had her ſtomach ſurpzized 
with ſundzy imaginations. She roſe up from that part, and 
went into her Guard-robe , where was the repꝛelentation of 
the Goddeſs Diana. Mhen ſhe came thither ſhe kneeled down 
in great humility, befoze the Image: abounding in ſighs and 
weeping, ſaid ; Goddeſs of Uirgins, what ſhall thy Band-matd 
do - D lighten my hope, behold mine afftiction, and weigh my 
miſhap, ſend thine cyes into the ſecret of mine heart, ano ſ& 
the ſozrow J ſuffer, and in the favour of Uirgins, pꝛeſerve me 
from the hand of him that would have me fo2 his Wife, ſince 
he hath cauſedin me a moztal hate, which is not poſſible to be 
rooted out as Nature judgeth in me: fo2 it is impoſſible A ſhould 
love mine enemy) J am therefo:e perſwaded, that the hate that 
J have againſt this Tyrant Hercules, ſhall abide fo ever. 

In theſe Prayers and Lamentations Loel abode, until the 
dead time of the night, curſing Hercules: ſaying, that ſhe had 
rather dye than love him. Thus dildaining the love of Her - 
cules, without meat 02 dꝛink ſhe paſſed that whole night. The 
day following Hercules returned unto her: and anew p2ayed 
her, that ſhe would be his Wife : ſaying, That without delay He 
muſt needs yield thereunto. She was ſo2e grieved at his re- 
queſt, and ercuſed her ſelf in many faſhions, that were too tedi- 
ous to rehearſe at this time. But yet at the end ofthe requeſts 
of Hercules, Love inſpired in ſuch wiſe this fair Genttewoman 
that ſhe yielded unto his requeſt. Thus Yoel accompanied with 
Hercules as his Mike, and they lap together , and grew ac- 
quainted each with other. Love then rooted in their hearts, ſo 
that their two wills were locked into one. Hercules fo:got Des 
janira, and Yoel foꝛgot the death of her Father, and was ſo e- 


namoured on Hercules, that ſhe could reſt in no place without 
| him. 
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him. O wonderfull ! the rancour and hate chat Yocl had peſter⸗ 
dap, \s now turned into love infallible, To ſpeed this matter, 
Hercules and Yoel thus loving together, at her requeſt he gave 
her Sifter in Parriage tocertain Knights of the Greeks, any 
left them there to govern the Country, and the Realm of Cali 
donie. After he departed from thence, and bzeught his Dren 
"and his Kine with him, and ſent again the King Evander into 
bis Dominion, thanking him foz his company, andthe honour 
he had done him. 

Evander would gladly have accompanied Hercules into Greece: 
But Hercules would on no terms ſuffer him, At la Evander 
(with great thanks to Hercules and his Army) departed; and 
Hercules with his Army went unto the Sea, and fozgot not be- 
hind him the faireft Yoel, fo he loved her dearly. All day he 
was with her, and ſhe pleaſed him as well as the could, fearing 
mo2e to laſe his love, chan ſhe was (ozry foz the death of her Fa- 
ther. As they thus failed on the main Sea, maintaining to 
their power their amoꝛous life, Hercules encountred on a day 
nigh by an Yaven and a good City, a Perchants Galley. He 
made the Galley to tarry, and after called the Paſter, and as ey 
him of what Country he was, and from whence he came ? Sir 
( anſwered the Paſter of the Galley ) 1 departed late from 
the Pozt of Thrace, that is here by: J ſefyou are a ftranger, 
and that pe know not the peril you are in, wherefoze J have pi- 
tp ofpou, andof pour company : and do advertiſe pou, that at 
the next Haven pou ſhall find, ye tarry not there, foz any thing 
that may befal vou: fo2 as truly as pou are here, if you gothie« 
ther, you ſhall take harm enough: there is a King, the moſt cru- 
cl Tyzant in all the wo:ld named Diomedes, that main tain 
eth under him ten thouſand Thieves, and he maketh war a⸗ 
gainft all that he finds, and hath a cuſtome that he putteth men 
to pay Ranſoms ; ſuch as it pleaſeth him: and if they that he 
putteth to ſuch miſerp, pap their Ranfoms, he letteth them go 
guietlu, and with that money and ſubſtance He nouriſheth his 
Thieves, and his Bozſes. If thep cannot furniſh themſelves 
with their Nanſem, he himſelf (miceth them to mo2ſe!, and 
giveth their bodies to tis hozſcg, to tat and devour. But there 
ts one good thing foz you, this moꝛning he is gone to the chaſe, 
to hunt about the kozeſt which is ſome four miles from Thrace ; 

and 
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and With him an hundzed of the ſtrongeſt Thieves he 
hath. This J know foz a certain, foz J ſaw them depart not 
paſſing thzee hours ſince. 
CHAP, XXIX. 
How Yercules fought againſt Diomedes in the Foreſt of Thrace : 
and how he made his horſes eat him. 

Ercules hearing theſe woꝛds the aſter of the Galley had 

faidunto him, in rehearſing the life of Diom des, was paſs 
ing joyful in his heart moze than he had been ſince the death 
of the Thief Cacus, Ye had in him that valour, that where he 
might know a Ponſter oz Tyrant, oz any men moleſting the 
Weal ; thither he went, and ſuch Tyrants he deſtroyed ; to the 
end that men ſhould not ſay, he did foz gain, he would never 
retain to his pꝛoper uſe any of their goods, but all he conquered 
in that manner he gave to Noble-men, and ſought nothing but 
vertue. Ye would not enlarge his Signiozy, noz take to him- 
ſelf any adbantage. 

He was content with what Nature gave him. And always he 
would labour fo2 che publick good. O moft vertuous Pagan, 
there was none like him neither befoze noz after. Foz to go foꝛ · 
ward with my matter, when the Paſter had advertiſed him that 
Diomede was gone on hunting into the Foꝛeſt, with his hun- 
dzed Thieves, he inquired ſd much that the Paſter ſhewed him 
the ſcituation of the Fozeſt, and by what manner he might 
looneſt come thither. After this, he gave leave to the Paſter 
to go his way. That done, he called his Pariners and made 
themſeekthe place, Then he bid his Greeks tarry there, and 
told them he would go to the Fozeſt, and ſeek Diomedes : ſap⸗ 
ing, he would never return into Greece, till he had delivered 
the woꝛld of this Tyrant. Yoel began to weep, when ſhe heard 
his enterp:ize, and weeping payed him, he would leave the 
hazard of ſo great peril. Hercules took no regard no heed to her 
prayers. Ye delivered to Philotes hig Bow, and his Club, and 
entred into a little Galley finely made and light. Which he 
guided by the help. of Philotes, very nigh the place where he 
would be: and took land two bow ſhots from the Fozre&, and 
in ſetting foot on land he heard the cry and noiſe of. the hunting, 
and ſaid he was well, and where he would be.. Ve took then his. 


Club and left his bow with t hilotes, After he cncred * 
K,. 
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reſt, and had not far ranged when he found Diomedes and hig 
hundꝛed Thieveg. Diomedes was the firſt that from far eſpied 
Hercules, and knew that he was a ſtranger, and calling to him, 
ſaid ; Gyant, what is it that thou ſekeſt in this Foꝛreſt⸗ Hercules 
anſwered, What art thou? Diomedes (aid, J am the King of 
Thrace : thou art entred into my Dominion without my leave, 
it diſpleaſeth me, and thou muſt be my Priſoner, wherefoze 
yield thee unto me, Hercules ſaid ; King, ſince thou art Dios 
wedes, the King of Thrace, thou art undoubtedly the Tyrant 
that 3 ſeek. And therefoze J am not purpoſed to yield me, 
without ſmiting, eſpecially to any evil Thief. Know thou, that 
J will defend me with this Club, with which J have been ac- 
tuſtamed to deſtroy Ponſterg, and am in hope this day, to make 
thy Bozſes eat anddevour thy body, like as thou half taught and 
uſcd them to eat thy P2iloners. 

When Diomedes heard the anſwer of Hercules, he took a 
great Are, that one of his Thieves bare after him, and he lifted 
it up, thꝛeatning Het: cules 1into the death, and diſcharged ſo hard, 
that if Hercules had not turned the ſtroze with his Club, he had 
been in great peril. Diomedes was of the ſtature of Hercules, 
and had abundante of ſtrength and puiſſance, When Hercules 
had received the ſtroke, he lifted up his Club and failed not to 
ſmite Di omedes, fo2 he gave him ſuch a ſtroke upon the ſtomach. 
that he turned him upſide down, from his Yozſe, and laid him 
all aſtonied in the Field. Then his hundꝛed Thieves beſtirred 
them, and aſſailed Hercules on all fides. Some of them there 
were that recovered Diomedes, and ſet him on his Bozſe, the o- 
ther ſhot at Hercules: ſome bzake their Swozds on him. All 
this impaired nothing of the Arms of Hercules. Bis Balbert 
and his Helmet were of fine tal, fozged and tempered hard. 
He ſtood there among them like a Mountain, Mhen he had 
ſuſtained the firſt aſſault of the Thieves, to ſhew to them with 
whom thep fought, he let upon them, and ſmote down on all 
ſides with ſuch valour, that ſuddenly he made the pietes of them 
flip into the Mood, and ſmote them down from off their Yozſes. 
Diomedes was at that time riſen up and with great fury came 
unto the reſcue of his Thieves, whom Hercules uſcd as he 
would. Ulhiles that ſome of them aſſailed him befoze, he came 
behind, andſmote him with His Are upon his Helm, the ſtroke 
was 
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was (o great that the fire ſpzang out. Diomedes had well 
thought to have murthered Hercules: pet Hercules moved not 
foz the Uroke, but a little bowed his head. After this, then he 
lifted up his Club and ſmote among the Thieves: and maugre 
them all, in leſs than an hour, he hadſo laboured his Jron a- 
bout their backs, that ofthe hund:cd he flew firty, and the o⸗ 
ther be battered, and put to flight with Diomedes. But Hers 
cules running moze ſwiftly than an Yozſe, amongſtall others 
he purſued Diomedes ſo nigh, that he caught him by the legg, 
and pulled him down from his hozte, and thzew him againſt a 
Tree unto the earth, After he took him about the body, and bp 
main fo2te, he bare him unto the place where the battel had 
been. There he unarmed him with little reſiſtance ; Foz that 
Diomedes was then b2uifed, and could not help himſelf ; when he 
had gotten him thus at his will, he bound him falt by the feet and 
hands. After this, he afſembled together twenty Hozſes of the 
Thieves that run diſperſed in the Wood, and came to Diome- 
des, and ſaid unto him: O thou moſt curſed enemy that haſt em- 
ploped all thy time in Tyranny, and didſt never one good deed, 
but all thy days haſt lived in multiplying of fins and vices, and 
haſt troubled the people by thy thefts, and halt nouriſhed thy 
Hozſeg with mans fleſh, and by this cruelty ſuppoſe dit to have 
made me to dye: Surely J will do Juſtice upon thee, and 
will do to thy evil perſon, like as thou wouldeſt Have done to 
mine. Then Hercules laid the Tyrant in the middeſt of the 
Ho:ſes which had great hunger, and they devoured him, foz 
they loved mans fleſh. And thus when Hercules had put the Ty- 
rant to death, he took his Arms in ſign of vidozy, and returned 
to Philotes, 

Philotes had great joy when he ſaw Hercules return, he 
enquired of him how he had done. And Hercules would neither 
hide no2 conceal any thing from him. That ſhafl J ſay - with 
great jop and gladneſs they returned back again unto the 
Greeks , and did cauſe to diſancho! their ſhips, and ſailed fo 
the Pozt 02 Haven of Thrace. Then did Hercules make known 
in Thrace, the death of Diomedes, Whereat was a great up- 
roar. Notwithſtanding, Fercules gave to Philotes the arms of 
Diomedes, and ſent him into the City, to ſummon them that 


governed it, to yield it into his hands. Philotes went into the 
Q Palacz 
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Palace of Tlirace, and made to be aſſembled them that were 
e Drincipals ja the City. Then they were aſembled, Phi, 
lotes laid open to them his mefTage, and ſummoned the Thra- 
cizns that they ftould deliver their Cicy into the hands of 
Hercules: Saying, that Hercules was he that had put to death the 
ing Diomedes, foz his cvil itving and fo2 the love of the com- 
mon weal ; and chat che City could do no better but to re⸗ 
ccive Him at his coming, (foz He would not Pillage it) but 
would only bing it to good government. When he had done 
this Summong, that they ſhould believe him, he ſhewed them the 
Arms of Diomedes, 

hen the Thracians ſaw thoſe Arms of Diomedes, ſome 
of the Complices of Diomedes, and Thicves were full of great 
rage, and would have taken the Arms from Philotcs. The 0- 
ther that were wiſe and notable men, and that many pears had 
deſiredthe end of their King ( ſeeing his Arms) znew afſuredly 
that Diomedes was dead, full of joy anſwered to Philotes ; 
Fozaſmuch as Hercules was a King of great renown and wiſ⸗ 
dom, and hath done a wozk oi great meric, in the death of Dios 
medes. they would reccive him into their City. 

Eithout long diſcourſes, the Thracians went unto the Gate 
and opened it. Phillies returned then unto Hercules, and told 
hun theſe tydings. Hercules and the Greeks went out of their 
Galleps, andentred into Thrace, The Thracians bꝛought them 
unto the Palace where were pet many Thieves. Hercules put 
all the Thieves to death not in the ſame night, but during the 
ſpace often days, that he ſojourned there. 

He ſet the City in 0zder, and delivered it from the evil 
Thieves: Me made Judges by election, at the plcaſure of the 
people. And when he had finiſhed all theſe things, he departed 
from Thrace with great thanks, as well of the old as of the 
young. Ye mounted on the Sea, after by ſucceſſion of time, he 
came unto his Realm of Lycia, into His Palace, where he was 
received with great joy of the Jnhabitants there, and alſo of the 
Neighbours, There he abode with the fair Yoe!, whom he loved 
above all tempozal goodg. 


CHAP. XXX, 
How Dezanira ſorrowed for the love of Bercules to Voel. 
| Theſcu; 
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Heſeus after the return of Hercules; leting be wou d as 
bide there, and there was no mention, in all the w2ld of 
any Ponſter oꝛ Tyrant, took leave ot his fellow Herculzs, Voel, 
Philoces, and others, and went to A hen, and Thebes. Like⸗ 
wile the G:eeks took leave, and every man retmened int his 
Country, repeating in ali the places where ther went, the great 
adventures, and the glozious wo2lis of Hercules, Then his rc- 
nown ran as ſwiftly as the wind, ſo that it came unto Icogze, 
whereas Dejanira ſojourned, and it was ſaid to Dejanira, that 
Hercules was returned from Spain, with great triumph, and 
come into Lycia. Dejanira fo; his Kenown was glad, and raviſh- 
ed with joy, and concluded to go unto him, pet was abaſhed ko: 
that he had not ſignified to her his coming, and that he had no: 
ſent foz her, doubting that ſhe ſhould be out of grace, with Her 
cules. She made rea dy her company, and in noble eſtate, depart- 
ed from Iconie, on a day to go into Lycia. She tarryed there, 
toatiire her in the beſt wiſe the could, called Her Cſquire named 
Lycas, and commanded him that he ſhould go into Lycis, and 
ſignifie unto Hercules of her coming. At the commandment of 
Dejanirs, Lycas went unto the City, and it happened at the 
Sate he met a man of his old acquaintance, a Squire of Hers 
cules, Lycas, and the Squire ſaluted each other, friendly, 
After Lycas, asked the Squire, and demanded ok him, where the 
King was : and if he were in his Palace - Pea verily ( ſatd the 
Squire) he is there, J know well, and paſſeth his time with 
his Lady Loel: the moſt beautifull, and moſt reſplendent Las 
dy that is in all this woꝛld Each man pꝛaiſeth her a thouſand 
times moꝛe than Dejanira. Hercules hath her in ſo much grace, 
that continually they are together. And whatſoever the Lady 
doth, it is acceptable unto Hercules: there is no man that can 
tell the great love they have together. 

Lycas hearing theſe tydings of the Squire, took leave of 
him, and made ſemblance to have left behind him ſome of his 
pꝛetious Gems and Jewels: foz he was of opinion himſelf, 
that it would be good to give advertiſement of his eſtate, Pen- 
ſive and \mply he came back again to Dejanira, where ſhe was 
attiring her (clf pzecioufly, and (aid unto her; Madam, what do 
you Here - Mherefoze? anſwered Dejanira. ) Why, (ſaid Des 
auriz ) what tydings ? Lyczs anſwered : Hard tydings. 3 
A 2 | have 
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have heard tell of Hercules, things full of ſuch Hardneſs, that 
truly it is very grievous fo2 me to tell pou, Mowbeit ſince 
you are come thus far, pou muſt needs underſtand them: 
tell pou fo2 a certain, that pour L02d Hercules is in his Palace 
very jopful ; and that he hath in his company a Lady, whom he 
loveth above all things fo; her great beauty, ſo exceeding, that 
each man marvelleth, ſaying: She is the moſt Soveraign in 
beauty that ever was ſeen by man. 

Adviſe pour ſelf well, what pe do, ere you go any further: 
this day is needful you abide, and take counſel. 

At the hearing of theſe tydings, Dcjanira was paſſing angrp, 
and beſpꝛead with a great ſozrow in all her veins, ſhe began to 
quake and tremble, Mer fair hair that was finely dzeCedon her 
head, ſhe toze with her hands, in ſo furious manner, that ſhe 
diſattyred her, and ſmote with her ſiſt ſo great a ſtroke upon her 
beat, that ſhe fell down backward in a wound. The Ladies 
and Gentle women that accompanied her, ſhrieked and cryed dolo⸗ 
rouflp, and were ſoze moved. At length Dejariracame to her 
ſelf again pale and wan, the ſpake, with a feeble and low 
voice, Pooꝛ Dejanira, what ſhalt thou do - Whither ſhalt thou 
go » Thou that findeſt thy (elf fozſaken of thy Lord Hercules - 
Alas, alas, is it poſſible that the new coming of a Lady, map 
take away my Pugband - The heart late jopned to Dejanira, 
ſhall che make the ſeparation d J hope verily it map not: 
Foz Hercules is noble of heart, and loveth vertue: if he aban- 
don me, he acts againſt vertue and nobleneſs, J habe affiance 
in him that he will be true to me. Padam( ſaid Lycas ) you 
fail nothing to ſay that Hercules is Roble and full of Wirtue : 
foz he hath employed all his time in virtuous things, howbeit 
he is a man, and hath taken love in this new Woman foz her 
beauty: know well, that Fo2tune entertaineth not long Pzinces 
and P2incefes, on the top above her wheel: there is none ſo 
high, but the maketh them ſometime lie beneath among them 
that ſuffer trouble, Behold, what pe have to do. Ik pe gounto 
Hereules, and he receive pou not as he hath been accuſtomed, 
then ſhall you have cauſe of deſpair. Pen ſay that he loveth ſo⸗ 
beraignlp this new Lady - It is apparent then, that he ſhall ſet 
but little by pour coming: and if you go, the Lady will be evil 
content ; ſhe hath renown, and cv:ry man is glad to do her — 
ure, 
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ſure. There ſhall beno man ſo hardy to welcom pon fo2 the 
love of her. So not thither then, the peril is too great: J coun- 
ſcl pou fo; the better, that you return into Iconie, and that pe 
bear this thing patiently, attending and abiding until the fire 
end the fume of this Lady be quenched :foz Hercules is another 


CO 


manner of man than mol men be: and will leave the love ok 
this Lady by little and little. 

Dejz:nira believed that Lycas counſclled her truly, and ſoze 
weeping ſhe returned into Iconie, When the was in the houſe 
at Iconic, the denped her ſelf all wo2ldly pleaſure, living ſoli- 
tarily, without going to Feaſts 02 Plays. Abiding ia this ſo⸗ 
litude, her grievous annoy grew moe and moze, by ſo great 
berations, that ſhe was tonſtrained to make infinite bewailings. 
The continual company of her Ladies could give to her no ſo⸗ 
lace, The innumerable ſpeeches that thep uſed unto her ear, 
could never take awap Hercules out of her mind. She lived this 
life many daps, having alway her ears open to know if Hercus 
les ſent foꝛ her. In the end when ſhe had waited long, and ſaw 
that neither man noz woman was coming to bzing her tydings 
fromthe perſon of Hercules, the wꝛote a Letter which the deli- 
liberedto Lycas, to bear unto Hercules, and charged him to deli- 
ver it to noperſon, but to Him the ſent it to. Lycas took the 
Letter, and went into Lycic, two miles from the City he met 
Hercules in a croſs wap. Hercules came from Arcadie, where 
he had newly flain a wild Boar, ſo great, that there was never 
none ſeen like him. When Lycas ſaw Hercule:, he made him 
reverence, and pꝛeſented his Letter to Him, ſaluting him from 
Dejanira, Hercules wared red, and changed colour, when he 
heard ſpeakof Dejanira. But he receiving the Letter amtably 
read it, and kound therein as followeth, 

Hercules, My Lord, the man of the world that I moſt deſire, 
I humbly beſeech and earneſtly intreat ycu, that you have re- 
gard to your true ſervant, and Lover De janira. Alas Mertules, 
alas ; Where is become the love of the time paſt? Ye have 
now ſojourned many days in Lycia, and you have let me have 
no kaowledge thereof. Truly it is to me a very dolorous 
grief: for I deſire not to be deified nor to mount into the celes 
ſtial Manſions , with the Sun, the Moon, nor Stars; but 


withoyr feigning or brea ing of a free heart, I deſire your ſo. 
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mn communicyion, I can frem henceforth no more ſei n. 
luis laid to me, hu you have another Wife. Alas, Mertuleg, 
have I mide any f:ult sgainſt your worth ? wherefore do you 
zbiaden me? ho can you do fo? Men name you v.rivoys 
You ſorſake me: th.t 15 againſt virtue, Though now ye do 
it, I hae fecn the time that you were my husband, embracin 
together, and kiſling , you fhewed ſemblance of gocd liking 
and jo, Now let you her alone iat you loved as a pour cafts 
away, Alas where arc the witneſſes of our Marriage? where 
be the eternal vows and oaths which we made one to another, 
len are deaf and blind, but God doth hear and ſee, wherefare 
1 pray you, c nſider and hold your good name more dear, 
than you do the love of your new acquainted Goſſip, tha: ma- 
keth you to err againſt virtue, whereof you have ſo great x re- 
nown ; and I pray you heartily write to me your pleaſure, 

When Hercules had read from the beginning to the end, the 
Letter of Dejanira as he pet looked upon it, Yoel came unto 
him, with three hundzed Gentlewomen to be merry with Her 
cules ; Hercules then cloſed the Letter, and returned into Lycia, 
holding Yoel dy the hand : howbeit, when he was in his Palace 
he koꝛgot not Dejanirs, but found means to go into His Study, 
and there wꝛote a Letter zwhen it was finiſhed, he gave it to Ly- 
cas, to pꝛeſent it to Dejmnira, Lycas took the Letter and returns 
ed home to Dejanirs, Firſt, he told her tydings and of che ſtate 
of Yoel, Aftcr he delivered to her the Letter, containing that 
he commended him unto her, and that he had no other Wife but 
her: and he pꝛayed her that ſhe would not give her ſelf to think 
any cvil, but to live in hope and pattence, as a Wife and noble 
Lady ought and is bound to do, fo; Her honour and credit. This 
Letter little oꝛ nought comfozted Dejanira, ſhe was ſo vehement⸗ 
ly attainted with . jealouſſe ; her ſozrow redoubled. Jn this 
ſozrow ſhe wzote pet another Ketter, which ſhe ſent to Hercules, 
that contained theſe words: 

Bercules, las what avai'eth it me to be the Wife of ſo Noble 
2 Huiband as you are ? your nobleneſs is to me more hur:/ul 
than profitable. O fortune, I was wont to rejoyce , for every 
day I heard no o:her things but commendations of your pro- 
we ſſes; and glorious deeds , wherewith the world wes illumi⸗ 
ted. Now muſt I be angry and take diſpleaſure in your 
Werks, 
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works, that are foul and full of vices. All Greece murmoreth 
2t you, and the people ſay, That you were wont do be van- 
quiſher of all things; and now you are vznquiſned by te fool. 
ith love of Pocel. Alas Hertulcg, ſhall | be teparated from you - 
2nd be holden the waiting drudge of the Catithgs Poel. She is 
your Catiffe, for you have (lain her Father, and bave taken lier 
in che prize of Calidonia, now ſhe hath the place of your lawful 
wiſe. Alas, now ſhall I be no more eſteemed, it is not alway 
happy to mount to high eſtate, For from as much as 1 have 
mounted in height, and was your fcllow , from ſo far I feel 
my (clf fall into the more great peril, O Yerculcs , if for my 
beauty you tock me for your Wife, I may well curſe that 
beauty: for that is cauſe of the grievous ſaame , that is to me 
es dent, to prognoſticate mine harm, and ill to come, I cannot 
count them but for enemies, ſince by them, all ſorrows come 
undo me. The Ladies have joy in the preheminence of their 
hu:bands, but I bave ill fortune and miſhap, 1 fee nothing 
but qiſpleaſure in my Marriage, O Yercules, I think all day 
on you, that ye go in great perils of Arms, and fierce Beaſts, 
Tempeſts of Sea, and the falſe peri!s of the world. Mine heart 
trembleth, and hath great fear of you, cf whom I ought to 
have comfort. 1 remember and think on you in the day, and 
dream on you inthe night: me thinketh verily , that I ſee the 
cutting of ſharp ſwords enter into me, and the heads of the 
Spears : and that I ſee iſſue out of the Caves of the Forefts and 
Deſarts, Lyons, and wild Monſters, that eat my fleſh. Since the 
beginning of our alliance unto this day, I have had day and night 
ſuch pains for you, and born them, But alas, all theſe things 
are but little in compariſon of the pains ibat I now ſuffer, 
foraimuch as you maintain ſtrange women, and a woman 
of folly. May ſhe be called the mother of your Children by 
whora the ſparkles of ſoul rerown ſhall abide with you. With 
this vice is my pain redoubled, and pierceth my foul. I am 
troubled with the diſhonour, They ſay, that ye are become 
like a woman vid live after the guiſe and manner of a Woman, 
and ſpin on the Rock, you that were wont to ſtrangle 
Lyons with your hands, you leave the exeiciſe of Arms, 
and to be known in far Countries and Realms, in ſhewing 
your vertue, like as you were wont todo, forthe only com- 
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pany of the Caitiffe Poel that abuſech you. O curſed compi. 
ny. Speak to me Merculeg, of the high and mighty men 
tat thou haſt vanquiſhed, as Diomedes of Thrace, Antheon of 
L ybia, Buſtre of Egypt, Gerton of Spain, and Cacus the grex 
Thief, if they were alive and ſaw thee thus held ? Surely they 
would not repute them worthy to be vanquiſhed by thee, and 
would point at thee with their fingers, as at a man living in the 
lap of a woman, O how ftrong is Poel when her hands that 
are not worthy to thread a Needle , have taken thy Club, and 
brandiſhed thy Sword wherewith thou haſt put in fear all the 
earth ? Alas Yercules , have you not in remembrance, your 
Childhood, lying in your Cradle you ſlew the two Serpents, 
you being a Child werea man, and now when you have been 
2 man, -are you become a woman, or a Child ? This is the 
work of x woman, to hold himſelf always with a woman: or 
it is the deed of a Ch.d, to enamour himſelfon a woman of 
folly, The truth is, you begin better than you end: your laft 
decds anſwer not the firſt, your labours ſhall never be worthy 
praifings. For all the commendation is in the end. Whos 
ſoever he be that beginneth a work , whereof the beginning is 
fair, and the end is foul, all is loſt ; ſurely Hertules, when I be» 
hold the glorious beginning that vertue made in you, and ſee 
that now you are vicious, all my ftrength failetbh, mine arms 
fall down as a woman in a trance, without ſpirit, and it may 
not ſcem to me true, that thoſe arms (that bare away by force 
the ſheep from the Garden belonging to the Daughters of fAt- 
las) may fall into fo great a fault, as to embrace fleſhly ano- 
ther wife than his own, Notwithſtanding I am affured of a 
truth that you hold not Poel asa Catiff, but as your own 
wife: not in priſon, but at her plea(ure, in a Chamber finely be- 
decked , and in bed Curtained and hanged : not diſguiſed and 
ſecreily, as many hold their Concubines but | openly and 
with ſhameleſs face, ſhewing hcr ſelf very glorious to the 
people, as if ye might do fo lawfully, For ſh: hoideth you Pri 
ſoner and Catiffe, and ſhe hath put the fetters about your neck, 
by her Italian Juglings and ſhifts , whergof 1 have great ſhame 
in my ſelf, . But as for the amendment“ I will diſcharge my 
mind, I cannot better it, but pray to God that he will p:ocure 
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CHAP. XXXI. 

No Dejanira ſent to Hertules a ſhire envenomed, and how Pers 
cules burned bimſelf in the fire of his Cxcrifice. and how [Degas 
nira ſl: her elf, when ſhe knew that Hercules was dead by 
means of her ignorance, 

Þen Hercules had read this Letter, he underſtood what 

it contained, and was ſmitten with remoꝛſe of conſci- 

ence. Underſtanding that virtue was ſtained in him: he was 
verp penſive, and much dep2ived from all plcaſure, that none 
durſt come to him in a great while, ſave only that they b.ought 
to him meat and drink. Yoel durſt not goto him, Lycas that 


bꝛought this Letter, was there waiting long fo2 an anſwer. 


No man could know whereof pꝛoceeded the penſivencſs of Her- 
cules, no; the cauſe why he withdzew himſelf ; in the end, when 
Hercules had been long penive, and had thought upon all his 
affairs, how to withd:aw himſelf from Yocl, he departed from 
his Chamber on a day, ſaying that he would go and ſacrifice 
to Apollo, upon the mount named Octz, and commanded upon 
pain of death no man ſhould follow him, except Philotes. By 
Wwenture, ag he ited out of his Palace, accompanied only 
. 4th Philotes, to go upon the Pount, he met Lycas. LI cas 
made him reverence, and vemanded of him if it pleaſed him a- 
ny thma to ſend unto Dejanira, Hercules anſwered to L. cas, 
that he would go to make his ſacrifice to Apollo, and at his res 
turn again. he would go, oz elſe would ſendunto her; 

With theſe wozds Hercules and Philo: es paſſed forth, on their 
Pilgrimage. And Licas returned unto Dejmira, and told to 
her the joyful tydings that he had received of Hercules; alſs 
what life Hercule, led ſince the day and hour he had pꝛeſented 
to him her Letter. Dej mira comfozted with theſe good tydings, 
went unto her Chamber, and thanked Sod and Foztune. After 
ſhe began to think on their eſtate, and thus thinking ſhe remem⸗ 
bzed her of the popſon that Neſſus had given her, being at the 
point of death, ſhe had kept it in one of her Coffcrs : and foꝛth· 
with incontinently ſhe opened «the Coffer, and took the curſed 
poyſon and one ofthe ſhirts of Hercules : as ſhe that imagined 
by the virtue of the peyſon to dꝛaw again to her the Love of 
Hercules, lite as Neſſus had ſaid unto her, ſhe made the \hir: to 


be bopled with the poyſon, and gave the charge thereof to one 
N on 
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of her women. Ahen the ſhirt was bopled enough, the woman 
took the veſſel, and ſet it to cool. After the took out the ſhirt o. 
penly and w2ung it, but ſo ſoon ag ſhe had w2ung it, the fire 
ſpꝛang in her hands ſo vehemently, that ſhe caſt it upon a perch 
to dry, and fell down dead. 

In pꝛocels of time, Dcjanira deſired to have the ſhirt, and 
ſceing the woman that had charge thereof, bzought it not, went 
into the Chamber where the ſhirc had been boyled, and found the 
woman dead, whereof (he had great marvel, Nevertheleſs ſhe 
paſſed the death lightly, and one of her Damoſels ſhe made take 
the ſhire that hanged on the Perch and was dzy, commanding 
her that ſhe ſhould fold it, and wind it in a Banhkerchiek. 

At the commandment of Dejanira the Damolel folded the 
ſhire, But ſo doing, che was ſerved iwith the poyſon in ſuch 
wiſe that ſhe loſt her ſpeech, and dyed ſoon after. Notwithſand. 
ing Dcjanirs that thought nothing, but to come to her intention, 
tvok the ſhirt and delivered it to Lycas, charged him to carry 
it to Hercules, Lycas that was ready to accompliſh the will 
of his Pilkreſs, took the charge ofthe hire, and departing from 
them, went into the Pountain whereas Hercules was ; at.y 
there found him in the Foꝛeſt where was the Temple of Dian 
Hercules had no man with him but Philotes, who mate ready 
fo: him a great fire, to ſacrifice an Part, that Hercules had ta⸗ 
ken, running atacourſe, L. cas, then finding Hercules in the 
Temple, kneeled low down to him, and ſaid : Sir, here is a 
thirt that pour ſervant Dejanira ſendeth to you. She recom- 
mendeth her humbly unto pour grace, and pꝛapeth pou that pou 
willreceive this P2eſent in good zart, as from your Wife, Her- 
cules was jopous of theſe wozds, and p2eſently uncloathed htm, 
to put on this curſed Shirt, ſaying, That; verily Che wag his 
Wife, and that. he would fo: her ſake wear the Chirt. In do- 
ing on this ſhirt, he felt a very great dolour and pain in his body. 
Notwithftanding he put on his other cloaths above, as he that 
did think no evil. When he was cloathed, and the chirt warn, 
his pain and ſoꝛrow grew mo2e and moze. Then he began to 
think, and knew pzeſently, that his malady came of the Shirt, 
and feeling the picking of the venome, without long tarrying, 
he took of His vobes, and ſuppoſed to have taken off his ſhirt from 
his back, and to have rent it. But he was not ſtrong enough to 
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do ſo, fo; the ſhirt Held (s ſoze, and cleaved ſo faſf to dis flcth, 
by the vigour and ſtrength of the harp poyſon, that he tareout 
the fleſh and took away certain pieces thereof when he would 
have taken off his ſhire. 

Hercules knew then, that he was wounded to death. Death 
began to fight againſt him, he began to reſiſt by d2zawing 
off his Wirt from his body with pieces of his fleſh and blood, 
but all could not avail, Me rent and tare his back, thighs, 
and body, unto his entrals and guts, his arms, his ſhoulders 
unto the bones, and fill his dolour and pain increaſed moze and 
moze. As hereturned, in pain, he beheld Lycas andanother 
fellow that he brought with him, he went to them, and ſain 
unto Ly cas; Thou curſed and unhappy man: what thing hath 
moved thee to come hither under the falſe friendſhip ol Deja⸗ 
nirs, to bzing me into the change of this misfoztune ; What 
thinkeſt thou haſt done ? Thou haſt ſerved me with a ſhirt in⸗ 
toxicated with moztal venome, Who hath introduced thee to 
this - Chou muſt needs receive thy deſert. And ſaying theſe 
wozds, Hercules caught by the head poco; Lycas, that knew not 
what to ſay, and thzew him againſt a Rock ſo fiercely, that he 
burl bis bones, and flew him; the fellow of L) cas fled, and hid 
him in a buſh; Philotes was ſo affrighted, that he knew not what 
to ds. At the hour that Hercules was in this caſe, much people 
tame into the Temple. The entrals of Hercules were troubled. 
His blood nopled in all His Ueins, the poyſon pierced unto his 
heart, his news ſhrunk and withdrew them. 

When he telt himſelf in this extream miſery, that death 
haſted his end by terrible pain, as he that could not take away 
the fozte of the venome. Qriving began to run over hil and o⸗ 
ver Uallep, up and down the Fozret, and pulled up the great 
Trees, and overth:ew them. Then he began to rent off his 
ſhirt, with the fleſh that was ſodden and boyled. When he had 
long led this life, he returned unto the Temple, full aſured 
of death, and lifting up his hands and eyes to Heaven, ſaid; A- 
las, alas, muſt Foztune now laugh at me, foz this miſerable de - 
tiny, coming from the mad Jealouſte , and Sozcerp of that 
Woman, which in all the wozld J repute moſt wiſe and ver- 
tuous - D D jmira, unnatural woman, without wit, ſhame and 
honour, with an heart of a Tyrant, beſotted with tealouſte: How 
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haft thou been able tocontrive againſt me this fury, and treaſon 
envenomed > It Kings oz P2inces acquaint themſelves with 
Ladies 02 Sentlewomen, foz the encreaſe of mankind, they will 
never have credit with their pzoper Wives. O Dejmira, what 
Haſt thou done? The Women pꝛeſent, they that are in the 
wombs of their Mothers, ſhall ſpit at thee in thy face, andcurſe 
thre without end, koz the repzoach that thou turneſt upon them. 
alas, Dejanira; Mhat ſhall Calcedonie now do, that glo- 
ried in thy glozp, and ſet thee in the front of their honour, as a 
Carbuncle, foz the decking sk their p2ecions things - Now thy 
glozy ſhall be ſhame ; ſoꝛ by impietp and divers Engines, by letret 
cruclty thou haſt conſpired my death, and haft bꝛoached this incur» 
ble migſoztune fo2 thes and me, and foꝛ our Friends and Kinſmen, 
Oh Dejanira, thy malice as an unhappy and moff curſed Ser⸗ 
pent, hath w2ought this malicious and repzoachful Purther. 
Thy falſe Jealouſie hath moze power to terminate my life, 
than all the Wonſters of the world. Wy thine offence, and by 
thy miſchicvous flight where from 4 could not keep me, I 
mult dye, and paſs out ofthis wo2zly, Since it is ſo, J thank 
Foztune, and ash of God no vengeance againft thee ; but ſurely 
ts the end it be not ſaid, that the vanquicher of men be not van⸗ 
quiſhed by a woman, J will not paſs the bitter paſſage of death 
by thy moztal ©0:ccries full of abomination ; but by the fire, 
that is neat and clear, and the moſt excellent of Elements. 
Theſe dotozous and ſozrowful plaints accomplithgd, Hercules 
took his Club, and caſt it in the fire that was 1aade ready to 
make his Sacrifice. After he gave Philotes his Bow and Ar- 
rows, and then pzayed him, that he would recommend him to 
Voel, and to his dearcſt friends. Then feeling his like had no 
longer time to ſojourn, he took leabe of Philotes: and all burnt 
and ſodden, he laid him do bon in the fire, lifcing up his hands and 
tpeg to Heaven, and there conſummated the courſe of his gloꝛious 
tife, Mhen Philotes ſaw the end of his Paller Hercules, hs 
burnt his body toaſhes, and kept thoſe aſhes, with intention to 
bear them to the Temple, that the King Evander had cauſed to 
be made 1 After he departed from thence , and returned inte 
Lycia, greatly diſtomkoztes : and with a great fountain of 
tears, recounted to Yoel, and to his friends , the pitift! 
wath of Hercules, No man could recount the ſozrow * 
5. 
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made, and thep of Lycas, as well the Students as rural pesple. 
All the wo2ld kell in tears and ſighs, bewailing his untimely 
death. So much abounded Voel in tears, that her tender heart was 
dꝛowned: and fozthwith her ſoul departed from her body, through 
the exceſs of ſozrow ; Then each one turſed e ſpa e ill ofDejanira. 

Finally, Oejznira being advertiſed by the fellow of Lycas, of 
the miſchick that was come by the shirt, he kel 1 eſpair, and 
made great lamentations, and ſaid : What ha) done - Alas, 
what have J done - The moft notable man of men, shining a- 


mong the Clerks, he that traverſed the ſtrange Coaſts of the 


Carth and Hell: He that bodily converſed among men, was 
familiar with the Sun, Poon and ſtars, is dead by my caſe, 
and without my knowledge, Ye died by my fault: foz J habe 
ſent unto him the ghirt, that hath been the inftrument sf his 
death. Jt was not my fault: fo: J knew nothing of che poy- 
ſon, Oh moꝛtal poyſon. By me he is dep2ived of life, whom 
J loved as J did mine own. Ye that was the Fountain of ſct- 
ence : by whom the Athenians Sharpned their wits and judge - 
ments: he that made the Ponſters of the Sea ts tremble in 
their Abiſms, deſtroyed the Panſters of Mell: confounded the 
Monſters of the carth, Tprants he coxreced, inſolent and 
pꝛoud! The humble and meek he enhaunſcd and exalted: He that 
mave no treaſure but of Uirtue : ſubdued all the Nations of 
the word. conquering them with his Club: and if he had plea- 
ſed 02 been ambitious, might have atttained to be King of the 
Eaſt, Med. No2th and South of dhe Seas and Pountains. Of 
all theſe he / mig at have named himſelf, Lozd, by good right, if he 
had pleaſed. Alas, alas I was bozn in an unlucky hour - When 
ſo high and mighty Prince is dead by my Cmplenelſs ; Be 
was the Glozy of men. There was never none like him, noz e- 
ver ghall be. Ought J to live after him? No, foz among the 
Ladies J shall be pointed at with tho finger, and fall into ſtrau- 
gers hands to be punished : fozaſmuch as J have deſerved shame 
and blame by his death, J will commit a revenge upon mp ſelf, 
And with that ghe took a knite, ſaying ; J feel mp ſelf willing 
and readp to die, and know that J am innocent of the death of 
my Loꝛd Hercules; ſo with the point of the knife she ended her 
delperate life. Whereat | hilotcs was abaghed ; and ſe were 
all they of Grecce that lang wepe, and bewailed Hercules His 
death. 
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death, And they of Athens bewatled him exceedingly ; ſome fo: 
hig Science, andsthers fo: his Uirtues, whereof J will now 
ceaſe ſpeaking : Beſeeching her that is the cauſe of this Tran. 
flation out of French into this ſimple and rude Engliſh, that is to- 
wit, by redoubted Lady Margaret by the Grace of God Dut- 
cheſs of Burgoine and of Brabant; Siſter to my Soveraign 
Lo2d the Kino & England and France, &c, To receive my rude 
labour acteptab.,, and in good part. 

Thus endeth the ſecond Book of Collection of the Hiſto- 
ries of Troy, Which Books were tranſlated into French 
out of Latin by the labour of the Uenerable perſon Raoulle 
Feure Pꝛieſt, as afoze is ſaid ; and by me unfit and unwszthy, 
tranſlated inco this rude Engliſh, by che commandment of mp 
redoubted Lady, Dutcheſs of Burgoine. And fozaſmuch as I 
ſuppoſe the ſaid two 'Wooks have not been had befoze this time 
in our Eng'iſh language: therefozeJ Had the better will to at⸗ 
tompliſh this ſaid wozk, that was begun in Bruges, and conti- 
nued in Gaunt, and finiſhed in Colen in the time of che great 
diviſions as well in the Realms of England and France, as in all 
other places univerſally, thzough the wozld, that is to ſay ;inthe 
pear of our Lo2d, one thouſandfour hundzed ſeventy and one, 

And as fo) the thirs Book, which treateth of the general any 
lat Deftruction of Troy: Jt needeth not to be Tranſlated into 
En:liſh, fozaſmuch as the wozſhiptul and Religious man, John 
Lidgate Ponk of Bury, did tranſlate it lately ; after whoſe wozk 
I tear to take upon me (that am not wozthy co bear his Pen 
and Ink-hozn after him) to meddle at all in that work. But 
pet, foꝛaſmuch as Jam bound to obey and pleaſe mp Ladies 
good Grace : alſohis wozk being in Uerſe ;and as faz as I 
know, it is not had in pꝛoſe in our tongue :and alſo peradventure 
he tranſlated it after ſome other Authoz than this is: and foꝛ⸗ 
almuch as divers men be of ſundzy deſires ; Some to read in 
Rime and Peeter, and ſome in pꝛoſe: and alſo becauſe that I 
have now good leiſure being in Colen, Having no other thing 
to do at this time: to eſchew Jdleneſs, Pother of all Uices, 
J have deliberated in my ſelf, foz the contemplation of the ſaid 
redoubtedLady, to tate this Labour in hand, by the ſufferance, 
and help of Almighty God, whom J meekly beſeech to give me 
the grace to accomplith it to the pleaſure of her that is the cauſer 
thereof : and that ſhe receive it inthe humble devotion of me her 
faithful, true, and moſt Humble Servant, 
| The end of the Second Book, 
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